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The first collection of essays in English on The Ise 
Stories, a canonical literary text ranked beside The 
Tale of Genji. Eleven scholars from Japan, North 
America, and Europe explore the historical and 
political context in which this literary court 
romance was created, or relate it to earlier 
works such as the Man’yōshū and later works 
such as the Genji and noh theater. Its medieval 
commentary tradition is also examined, as well 
as early modern illustrated editions and parodies. 
The collection brings cutting-edge scholarship of 
the very highest level to English readers, scholars, 
and students. 

 

For the monumental Poetry Competition 
in Six Hundred Rounds ( Roppyakuban 
uta’awase), twelve poets each provided one 
hundred waka poems, fifty on seasonal topics 
and fifty on love, which were matched, critiqued 
by the participants and judged by Fujiwara no 
Shunzei, the premiere poet of his age. Its critical 
importance is heightened by the addition of 
a lengthy Appeal ( chinjō) against Shunzei’s 
judgements by the conservative poet and monk, 
Kenshō. It is one of the key texts for understanding 
poetic and critical practice in late twelfth century 
Japan, and of the conflict between conservative 
and innovative poets.  
The Competition and Appeal are presented here 
for the first time in complete English translation 
with accompanying commentary and explanatory 
notes by Thomas McAuley.

Bokujinkai—or ‘People of the Ink’— was a group 
formed in Kyoto in 1952 by five calligraphers: 
Morita Shiryū, Inoue Yūichi, Eguchi Sōgen, 
Nakamura Bokushi, and Sekiya Yoshimichi. The 
avant-garde movement they launched aspired to 
raise calligraphy to the same level of international 
prominence as abstract painting. To this end, 
the Bokujinkai collaborated with artists from 
European Art Informel and American Abstract 
Expressionism, sharing exhibition spaces with 
them in New York, Paris, Tokyo, and beyond. 
This first English-language book to focus on the 
postwar history of Japanese calligraphy explains 
how the Bokujinkai rerouted the trajectory of 
global abstract art and attuned foreign audiences 
to calligraphic visualities and narratives.

 

Sven Saaler examines Japanese public statuary 
as a central site of historical memory from its 
beginnings in the Meiji period through the 
twenty-first century. Saaler shows how the elites 
of the modern Japanese nation-state went about 
constructing an iconography of national heroes 
to serve their agenda of instilling national (and 
nationalist) thinking into the masses. Based 
on a wide range of hitherto untapped primary 
sources, Saaler combines data-driven quantitative 
analysis and in-depth case studies to identify the 
categories and historical figures that dominated 
public space. Men in Metal also explores the 
agents behind this visualized form of the politics 
of memory and introduces historiographical 
controversies surrounding statue-building in 
modern Japan.
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