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Foreword

It is with great pleasure that we have looked back at the history of Monumenta Nip-
ponica on the occasion of preparing this volume commemorating the eightieth anni-
versary of the journal’s founding. The history of the journal coincides with a series of
major transitions in Japan and in Japan studies. Established in 1938, the journal sus-
tained the effects of the country’s isolation during the Asia-Pacific War and its difficult
period of reentry into international society, emerging into an era when Japan studies
has become a truly global enterprise. Throughout these transitions, Monumenta Nip-
ponica has always brought together researchers from around the world and remained
a leading journal in the field of Japan studies.

This book tells the story of Monumenta Nipponica from its inception, describing
the efforts of those who have contributed to its development. The account encom-
passes most of the second decade of this century, when digitization of journals and
internationalization of area and cultural studies have transformed the journal’s envi-
ronment. Readers are thus given a glimpse of the development of Japan studies in
Western languages from the twentieth to the twenty-first century, as well as insight
into what sorts of contributions have been made from within Japan to the development
of Japan studies as a global enterprise and an opportunity to consider how internation-
alization of the field might be further advanced.

The most intriguing part of the book may be the story of the launching of the
journal. Subjected in the 1930s to the totalitarian regimentation of the Japanese gov-
ernment, at the time of the journal’s establishment Sophia University was barely sur-
viving. The story of Monumenta Nipponica’s founding, then, reveals something about
the state of culture and scholarship in Japan during this period and about the history of
the Catholic Church and of the Jesuits in that context.

I thank all of the other members of the Monumenta team for their efforts in compil-
ing this highly significant volume. I also ask those of you with an interest in the journal
for your support in helping Monumenta Nipponica to carry out its mission—and to do
so even better than ever before.

Shimazono Susumu
Director, Monumenta Nipponica
3 January 2020
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INTRODUCTION
Eicary YEARS AND COUNTING

Monumenta Nipponica, published by Sophia University, is one of the oldest and most
highly regarded English-language academic journals in the field of Asian studies.
Founded in 1938 at the initiative of Johannes B. Kraus (1892—-1946), professor of eco-
nomics at Sophia, in 2018 the journal entered its ninth decade as a peer-reviewed inter-
national forum for the exchange of ideas and presentation of research on Japan. With
contributions from both established and new scholars across the globe, MN carries
original research articles on premodern and modern history, literature, art history, reli-
gion, and thought; translations of important Japanese literary and historical sources;
and authoritative reviews of recent books on Japan.

The early volumes included articles, translations, and reviews in German and
other European languages, but from 1964 all articles and reviews have been written in
English. Owing to the difficulties of the war years and the immediate postwar period,
publication was interrupted from 1944 until 1950. It resumed in 1951, and since then
MN has emerged as a leader in its field. Frequency of publication has varied some-
what throughout the journal’s history, but since 2008 MN has appeared on a semian-
nual schedule.

Sophia University has continued to steadily support the journal’s efforts up to the
present, and MN has been fortunate and honored to receive outside support as well.
From its first years MN received support from Kokusai Bunka Shinkokai (KBS),
which agreed to purchase and distribute two hundred copies per issue. KBS was the
forerunner of the Japan Foundation (established 1972), which today continues this
vital and greatly appreciated contribution by purchasing one hundred copies per issue.
The Japan Foundation sends these copies to institutions in over forty countries, many
of which might not be able to access the journal otherwise.

Electronic presence is increasingly important to MN’s mission, and this is a topic we
discuss in some detail below. Crucial in this respect are the roles played by the electronic
platforms through which the journal is disseminated and the online indexes—over half
adozen worldwide—that list MN, thereby helping to increase scholars’ awareness of its
content as well as the journal’s overall visibility. As early as 1999 the journal was chosen
for inclusion in JSTOR’s “Arts & Sciences I Collection,” through which the complete
run of back issues is available online. From 2005, the journal has been available online
through Project MUSE’s basic subscription packages. At present the electronic edition
of the journal is subscribed to by more than 10,000 institutions around the world.
And in 2016 MN introduced yet another means of digital support for the endeavors
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of scholars and students: an updated, searchable website allowing users to locate all
MN articles, book reviews, and other content via titles, authors, keywords, and more.
We live at a time when scholarship in its myriad forms is available not only with
the turn of a page, but also at the click of a button. Even as MN steadfastly maintains
its traditional methods of presenting excellent research, the journal also strives to reach
out in novel ways; the printed page and MN’s growing online presence are, ultimately,
of a piece. And so new joins old, and MN cherishes both as emblems of its mission.
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Figure 1.1. Johannes B. Kraus, undated. Sophia
University Archives.
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1. FrRoM IDEA TO REALIZATION
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share of ups and downs in the eighty-plus
years since its founding. This rich history
can best be understood through the people
who shaped the journal from its inception.

The Birth of MN

The central figure behind MN’s estab-
lishment in 1938 was Johannes B. Kraus
(1892—-1946; see figure 1.1).! With his
doctorate in political science in hand,
Kraus arrived in Japan in 1929 and was
posted to Sophia University as a pro-
fessor of economics. Among his many
activities and initiatives was the for-
mation of the Plato-Aristoteles Society
(1931), where some ten to twenty intel-
lectuals gathered roughly once a month;
the association became a home for the
many diverse friendships Kraus formed
over the ensuing years.> Kraus was also
active as a council member of the Asiatic
Society of Japan (ASJ) and the Deutsche
Gesellschaft flir Natur- und Volkerkunde
Ostasiens (OAG). Additionally, monthly
lectures held at the Kulturheim on cam-
pus from 1937 enjoyed large audiences
and led to other opportunities for Kraus
to foster intellectual exchange and build
networks in and around Tokyo.> A poly-
glot, Kraus was fluent in English, French,
and Latin; read Greek; and was familiar
with Hebrew and, to a lesser extent, with
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Chapter 1

Johannes B. Kraus, S.J. (1892-1946)

21 May 1892
1912
Sept. 1912

1914
1915-1918
1918-1920

1922

1923
1924-1925
1925-1929
Oct. 1929
Nov. 1929
Early 1930
1930-1946
1931

1933

1934

1935-1936
Mar. 1936
Feb. 1937
1938-1943
1941
1940-1942
3 Mar. 1946

Born in Konigsfeld near Bamberg (Bavaria)

Graduated from high school (Gymnasium) in Bamberg

Entered Jesuit order; began novitiate in Tisis, Austria (expressed desire to be placed at the
soon-to-be-opened Sophia University, Tokyo)

Studied philosophy in Valkenburg, the Netherlands

Served at a military hospital in Charleville, France

Continued his study of philosophy in Valkenburg, the Netherlands; moved to the Jesuit Lower
German Province

Studied theology in Wales with Albert Weissenfels and Hans Miiller

Ordained as a priest in Valkenburg, the Netherlands

Underwent tertianship in Ireland

Studied economics (London), political science (PhD, Cologne)

Had audiences with Pope Pius XI and Superior General Wlodimir Ledochowski (Rome)
Arrived in Tokyo

Took final vows; traveled to Kobe, Okayama, Hiroshima, Kyushu, and Hokkaido

Taught as professor of political economy in the Faculty of Economics. Sophia University
Taught part-time at Takushoku University

Visited Manchuria

Gave talk on “Universalism and Solidarism™ at annual meeting of the Japan Sociological
Society, Sendai

Traveled to Europe

Had audience with Pope Pius XI, Rome

Visited Manila

Edited first six volumes of MN

Published first volume of Monumenta Nipponica Monograph series

Edited first two volumes of Katorikku daijiten

Died of heart failure in Gora (Hakone), Japan
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From Idea to Realization

Japanese. Though he could engage in sim-
ple conversation in Japanese, his inability
to read the language proficiently appears
to have been a source of frustration for
him, although it did not prevent him from
earning many friends and admirers in
Japan. He was said, in fact, to have a cer-
tain charisma that stemmed in part from
“his colloquial Japanese together with the
charm of his personality.”™ (See figures
1.2-1.4.)

The establishment of the journal needs
to be understood as part of a broader effort
to make the activities of the Jesuits known
to Japanese intellectual leaders, which, it
was expected, would enhance the rep-
utation of the Society of Jesus, further
its mission, and in particular benefit its
new university in Japan. It is not certain
where the original idea for a journal is
from, but according to one version it was
inspired during Johannes B. Kraus’s visit
in Rome in 1936, when he met Supe-
rior General Wlodimir Leddchowski
(1866-1942; in office 1915-1942), who
emphasized the importance of creating
an academic journal aimed at increasing
Western knowledge of Japan.® Kraus had
earlier been placed in charge of another
large publishing project for Sophia Uni-
versity, a Japanese-language Catholic
encyclopedia—similar in purpose to the
English-language publication 7The Cath-
olic Encyclopedia (1907-1914) and the
German-language Lexikon fiir Theolo-
gie und Kirche (1930-1938)—initiated
through a request from Pope Pius XI

5
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From Idea to Realization
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From Idea to Realization

(1857-1939; papacy 1922-1939) in a
letter dated 22 December 1934. Kraus
spent most of 1935 and 1936 in Europe
searching for collaborators, and it must
have been sometime during these travels
that the idea of a journal was floated (see
figure 1.5).6

The Japanese encyclopedia (Katorikku
daijiten) was not supposed to be a strictly
academic work per se, nor a translation of
the massive, multivolume German edi-
tion, but rather a general reference work
whose purpose would be to inform and to
correct misunderstandings about Cathol-
icism and thus properly introduce the
Catholic Church to a Japanese audience.

Figure 1.5. Johannes B. Kraus on his trip to
Europe (?), ca. 1935/1936. Sophia University
Archives.

SNFRA BT UA GREROER
7. 1935/19364FHH, R B RFE T,

9

TARE T A ER AR L
EWHs, H¥EE, /I R EXTTICE
BRFETHORE T r Y =7 b
PEENTWe, ZHUE T NY vo
KEF#] O BARFERZ TS (9558
Wi The Catholic Encyclopedia [1907-1914]
2. KA EBhR Lexikon fiir Theologie und
Kirche [1930-1938] & [FlERDER 5 TRt
Shi) EWnHboThh, HEY
7 A1 (1857-1939, 1£{17.1922-1939)
2B FHL9B34E1H 2B ) IC L 55
EZT, ETFINT—KEETH-
Tme 7 7 T AIXI3SEENSEHEE TO
KNt d—n v/ TOWmHEE LICE
RLTHDEN, [F=a A H =R
=] OWBIETEZELL ZORo L
TINTENATZITEWRNS, (K1.5%
Z )

HAGER D T4 RV v 7 KEE#]
MR T T & L CRE S
b0 T, FRISBRIZLB LS
MR 72 R A 3B T2 7EFIRR ERR L &
I ETHERATH o Te, T LAE
UL, UKD ARARANTW D b
Vw7 ~OFREfRE, IELWESRE
I IR RIS OfEd & U CHE &
NibDOThHolz, HARGER [H RV
v 7 KEFd] (27 fa LI ANE AN EE O
ZLIE KA Y ORFETHMiZ & 50
Vo7 DFEHETHY, KLY DO~LVT
NEENFEREED, BlrEz, =
NHEARICEDEZAETTEEYL
oo —H. BRAZEZDZLLIIH MY
v I BEETIT /2o 720, F U A M
DHARICBIT HHEEDL, V& 8
ROBEFICET2HBAHME L, Z
I LIZERB—2OFUTIIZERN S



10

Many of the foreign authors contributing
to Kraus’s edition were Catholic scholars
who were active at German universities,
and the German publishing house Herder
agreed to manage the process of prepar-
ing their German manuscripts before
sending them to Japan. The Japanese
scholars, most of whom were not Catho-
lic, contributed essays about the influence
of Christianity in Japan and the history of
the Christian period. In Kraus’s view their
contributions had especially great signifi-
cance given that this kind of information
was being collected in one publication
for the first time. The publisher was the
well-established Fuzanbo, which from
the mid-1930s was also responsible for
the publication of the six-volume ency-
clopedia of Buddhism Bukkyo daijiten
(1935-1940) and the fifteen-volume
national encyclopedia Kokumin hyakka
daijiten (1934-1938).”

Since Kraus himself was not able to
oversee the translations into Japanese, the
person who took charge of this task was
the Franciscan Titus Ziegler, O.F.M. (d.
1959), who came to live with the Jesuit
community. In order to ensure that the
publication would reflect a standard lex-
icon of important terms, it was based on
a then-new Franciscan reference work,
Katorikku yogo shajiten  (Sapporo:
Komyosha, 1937). Among the translators
were various left-wing intellectuals, such
as Kozai Yoshishige (1901-1990), Miki
Kiyoshi (1897-1945), Shimizu Ikutard
(1907-1988), Awata Kenzd (1900-1987),
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Kobayashi

Figure 1.6. Johannes B. Kraus in small office with collaborators, undated. Sophia University Archives.
SRR «BY TUREZDHNES, 7T T AD/NSRBIHEEICT, RGN, EERERERE

P

and Tosaka Jun (1900-1945). All of them
had either lost their university positions or
had trouble finding employment because
of their opposition to the government and
thus found in Kraus’s small office a place
to work during the war (see figure 1.6).3
Before his premature death, Kraus was
able to witness the publication of two of
Katorikku daijiten’s five volumes (1940
and 1942; see figure 1.7).
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DAEIE| (Programm einer mehrsprachigen
Vierteljahreszeitschrift) | & 8 S {7z
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LT ENTED, (M18EZM) #i
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o H &L H Y, Documenta

Nipponensia, Analecta

rﬁ";:xul:x

Japonica

Figure 1.7. Katorikku daijiten. Sophia University
Archives.
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Kraus’s vision gave MN its shape
and form. In 1936 he approached his
colleagues with a proposal that Sophia
University publish an international aca-
demic journal of Japan studies. His
memorandum, titled ‘“Programm einer
mehrsprachigen Vierteljahreszeitschrift”
(Program for a Multilingual Quarterly; see
figure 1.8), provides some further insight
into the planned new journal. This memo
indicates that the publication should have
a Latin title to show “dignity and neutral-
ity” and suggests various possibilities,
such as Documenta Nipponensia, Ana-
lecta Japonica (Nipponensia), Pharus
Orientis, and Mundus Orientalis.” Robert
H. van Gulik (1910-1967), who worked
closely with Kraus on the journal’s found-
ing and as a member of its editorial board
from the very beginning, recalls another
of the deliberations that took place before
the name “Monumenta Nipponica” was
decided upon:

It is worth mentioning, for the record, that
it took quite some time to choose the title
Monumenta Nipponica. The word “Mon-
umenta” was mine, my idea being that the
periodical would be a spiritual sister of the
Monumenta Serica [est. 1934], published
by the Catholic University of Peking. Pro-
fessor Kraus and I favoured “Nipponica,”
but [Frank] Hawley thought that this ad-
jective reminded one too much of the ultra-
nationalist slogans current at that time, and
advocated “Japonica.” Finally “Nipponica”
was decided upon for reasons of euphony,
avoiding a repetition of the a-sound.'
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Programm. einer mehrsprachigen Vierteljahreszeitschrift.
Name: Lateiniaph - aus Gripden der M&ﬁ"ét und zur Beto-
nung’ der wisgenschaftiichen Wirde.
Vorsohlige: Dooumenta Nippopensia,
Analecta.Japonica (Nipponensia.) ,
“Phayus Orientia,
¥undus Orientalis eto ...

Unfang: 300-350:8eiten jo Hoft. 4 Hefte 1 Bend.

tze, Aie 160-180Q Seiten beanspruchen.

t)

b 20-30 Seiten %gig 1 (Ausziige gus japanischen Zeit-
aghriftan, UeberbIicke iber phil.,literarische
Bfrémmgen oto

o) 10-30 Seiten Biigherbesprechungen (spiter wohl mehr,
Jje nach Angebot)

Verlags zun#ohst Spibstverleg der JSohi Daigaku.

Drugk: Japgnische Presse, etwa_Hokuseido-Preas, Sanseido oder
andere Druokgeselieqhaxt. .

Yertrieb:Durch Oashébun, Herder und seine Filialen.
Km:.auowertuab lvca.rixzen. 4sia Maior, andere europ.
erlegera

Auflage: Es handelt sioh zunfghet:um die erste Werbeauflage:
on ioht wmter 2000, die B
in :&mgh@e pusere Universititen des In- und
ug
b) &tqug grﬁsem und bekannteren Bibliotheken

g an enpsprgghends’ wiaeapsoha.fﬂlohe Institute,
d) an andere Redaktionen wvqn Zeitsohriften zweoks
Austauschdienstes,
e) an kath. Institute, Oxden eto

) zy versghicken s&ind.

Zeit: Datum der ersten'Ausgabg: 1. Mal 1937 (Beginn des Som-
mersemestera bel den mweisten Universitéten).
Zun#ohst ale zwanglosg Folge enzukiindigen,mit der An-
kiindigung einer regelmifigen Viertelja.hreaausga.be sobald
die Bezugshdhe eine solche erm¥glicht.

Geda.ohterhaaerkr is:

en Universititen, Bibliotbeken, Ingtituten auoh’ein.
we Lje:cgr Leserkreis von Gabil,daten,_dj.e an einer wis-
sensohaftlichen ogtasigtisohen,bes. japa~
nigchen Kultur ypd Gelsts s'e Lt $nteressiert sind,

"D

Figure 1.8. “Programm einer mehrsprachigen Vierteljahreszeitschrift” (Program for a Multilingual Quarterly),
ca. 1936. Sophia University Archives.
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Van Gulik was a significant figure in
the field of Asian studies. He was born
in the Netherlands, and after completing
his studies he undertook a career as a
diplomat, first assuming a post in Tokyo
in 1935 until he was evacuated in 1942.
After stays in Chongqing, The Hague,
and Washington, DC, he was again posted
in Tokyo in 1949-1953 and then once
more in 1965. He was a board member
of the ASJ, and it was probably there that
he met Johannes Kraus and many of the
other Jesuits. In addition to being on the
editorial board of MN he also frequently
published articles in the journal and
authored, as part of the Monumenta Nip-
ponica Monograph series, The Lore of the
Chinese Lute (1940), which is still in high
demand today despite being out of print.!!

Kraus’s memorandum also addressed,
along with the planned journal’s name,
the more important matter of the new
publication’s aims. He noted that as a uni-
versity journal, it could only be strictly
academic. At the same time, a too-narrow
specialization and a focus on field-specific
research questions were to be avoided.
Thus content was to be written in a lan-
guage accessible to the nonspecialist even
while hewing to a thoroughly academic
standard. The journal was to take as its
subject area East Asian, and particularly
Japanese, culture broadly defined and
to deal with Western topics only from a
comparative perspective, where pertinent
to matters concerning Asia. And it was
tasked as well with presenting the Catho-

Chapter 1

bbb, FRLBIIAT->TEY,
Fma AUH R DHEED B
& LU TTI940412 5835 LT=The Lore of the
Chinese Lute (ZEjE) X7 CITHERRIZ D
Db BT, A HTHARDEWER
ThoHY,

779 ADREBILFINGED L A%
EITHMESMNTE, b ED DM
FECHIET & Z L3 i, Evoiz
X EHEREICEN TS, 202
LITOWTIEL, T OMEEN KT D R
WMTHHL L, FIUIMEE R ZEiTRE T
RTIIER B, EFEIFRZ, 20N
BNROHEVICHEMWTE/D, —>
DIFIZORFHE LTt DT D Z &
ITHET o ETHDL, Lo T, T
FECHOIN DN IL, AR HE 2 £
FFLoob, EMETRVWGmHEICHD
MOBETEINDLIRETE, LR
fENRENTND, MA T, ZOMES
TIHEWERTORT U7 (L0 bl
BA) oxXfbzEy EiFsz s, £
PEEEICRE T A7 —< Iz oW\ Tid, 7v
TOZLE@HmUD ETHELEIND
BAIZIRY . EOBLEN SN I
EEDDHEREPEEIN TN,
7 TR ETL. ZOFEETIE TR
RS EZIEH Y v 7 OB R
IR Z TN RETEN . FNa B
RAMETRETEHARY, EHEXT
W, REIIEENLIMZ RO X D
KRNI TS, 1) £&IT45
TOTHRK L, &50OE Z13200-250H
FEEICT 5, 2) AITISORITHEEIX
200058 & L, 3) Bl RES:, U
L, B, BUR, R8T, AR
REDT—<ERKN, 4) FUH



From Idea to Realization

lic worldview in a positive light wherever
possible, but without undertaking this as
an explicit aim. Among other particulars
contained in the memorandum were the
following: volumes were to consist of
four issues, each containing 200-250
pages; the press run of the first issue was
to be 2,000 copies; topics were to cover
comparative religion, literature, sociol-
ogy, law, political science, ethnology, and
Japanese history; and a special emphasis
was to be placed on early Christian activ-
ity in Japan. Further, the document floated
specific ideas for potential contributors.'
Kraus relates in the document that
his aim was for MN to serve as a com-
mon platform offering to Japanese
and Westerners alike an opportunity to
exchange their thoughts and the results
of their research. He also states there that
authors would be allowed to use German,
English, French, Spanish, and Latin; Jap-
anese and Chinese could be used when
necessary for special topics, but would
have to be accompanied by a synopsis
in a Western language. This multilingual
vision demonstrates Kraus’s commitment
to creating a forum for intercultural (albeit
European-centered) discussion. The seri-
ousness of his purpose in this regard was
reflected in the first issue of MN, which
included articles and book reviews pub-
lished in English, German, and French. In
later volumes, articles in Spanish, Portu-
guese, and Italian were also published.
Considering the time period, Sophia

University’s decision to launch an
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academic journal was ambitious, and
those involved faced many challenges. A
decade prior to the Kraus memorandum,
the school had expended much effort in
a bid to attain accreditation as a fully rec-
ognized private university under the 1918
University Law. In 1923, hopes for suc-
cess in covering the costs associated with
elevation to this sought-after status were
dashed by two calamities: the Great Kanto
Earthquake, which severely damaged the
newly built campus and its symbolic red-
brick building (Akarenga), and German
hyperinflation, which reduced to zero the
value of funds held in Germany that had
been earmarked for the security deposit of
600,000 yen (a requirement for any uni-
versity seeking accreditation) that Sophia
was required to make in a national bank.!
In the end the Superior General, “backed
by a promise from Propaganda Fide of an
annual grant of about 500,000 Lira, pro-
posed the loan of the necessary money at
5% interest, to be used only for the foun-
dation deposit.”** This clinched the deal,
and in May 1928 Sophia University at last
attained the hoped-for recognition. But
even so, Sophia was one of the smallest
of the twenty-four recognized private uni-
versities, and the Ministry of Education
continued to stipulate various improve-
ments as conditions for recognition,
requesting, for example, more buildings,
a proper library, and a larger number of
faculty members who held higher aca-
demic qualifications. With the university
facing ongoing financial problems, it was
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able to negotiate in March 1929 an addi-
tional loan of 500,000 dollars from the
English Province of the Society."

Amid this precarious financial sit-
uation, the university’s reputation also
suffered considerably due to the Yasukuni
Incident of 5 May 1932, when a few
Sophia students refused to bow at the
Yasukuni Shrine and as a result the school
was criticized for its absence of nationalist
education.'® The difficult negotiations that
ensued with the Japanese government,
which Kraus took part in, were finally
concluded in 1933."7 An immediate con-
sequence of the whole affair, however,
was a sharp drop in student applications.
One account of events has it that while
about 315 students had been enrolled
full-time in May 1932, one year later the
number had dropped to 264 and by the
end of 1933 there were only 220 enroll-
ees; according to another account, dated
July 1934, the number of students had
dropped from 360 to 196.'® These differ-
ing accounts, particularly seen alongside
the tallies provided in figure 1.9, make it

Die Universitat wichst!

Universitit ein.

Universititskurs :
Abendschule :
Sprachschule :
Sommerschule :
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Auch dieses Jahr traten zu Ostern wieder viele Studenten in die Sophia
Folgende Tabelle zeigt das Wachstum :

1938

1935 1936 1937

213 226 252 339

79 102 104 133
209 182 201 279
212 217 210 226

7B D NI\

Figure 1.9. Student enrollment. From Aus dem Lande der aufgehenden Sonne 33 (September 1938), p. 464.
Aus dem Lande der aufgehenden Sonne, %3335 (193849 1) | 464 B\ T8k S 7= BB K PIEFHEL,
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clear that precise numbers are difficult to
confirm. Nevertheless, they demonstrate
unambiguously that until at least 1938 the
university recovered only slowly from the
loss to its reputation suffered as a result
of the Yasukuni Incident, which was
reported in newspapers and through other
channels.

As part of his mission to heighten the
reputation of the Society and the univer-
sity, Kraus strove to compensate for these
circumstances by working with students
and other Jesuits to complete the first
issue of MN. Fortunately, the journal was
supported financially by two organiza-
tions dedicated to cultural outreach, the
earlier-mentioned  government-funded
KBS and the Harada Foundation, who
together purchased three hundred cop-
ies.”” The initial publishing costs were
subsidized by Procurator Bruno Bitter,
S. J. (1898-1988; see figure 1.10).2° On
25 November 1937, Archbishop Jean-
Baptiste-Alexis Chambon (1875-1948;
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Figure 1.10. Bruno Bitter on horseback at a military
exercise, 1936. From Aus dem Lande der aufgehen-
den Sonne 133 (Summer, 1988), p. 5.
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Illustrissime ac Reverendissime Dowine,

Cum Admodum Reverendi Patris Nostri Generalis volunta-
t1 obsequentes periodica quae quidem latine "Monuwuwenta Nipponica',
lingua auben vernscula "Nippon no buuka ronzo" insecribuntur, nomine
huivs Universitatis "Jochi Daigslku" publicandi atque moderandi animum
inducaaus, ad normam canonis 1386 § 1 ab Excellentia Vestra humi-
liter petimus, ut ad tale opus exsequendum consensum atque licentianm

benigne praestare dignetur.
Omni qgue par est

Tokio, die 17 mensis Novewbris 1937 % /M( b b
Sup.Reg.Misg.5.J.

Libenter prasedictis precibus snnuimus, intiuo ex corde

opus approbamus eique prosperun successua exoptaumus.

Tokio, dieas mensis Noveuwbris 1537 v }% z

>

Arcniepiscopus Tokiensis

Figure 1.11. Permission by Archbishop Chambon (1875-1948; Archdiocese of Tokyo) to inaugurate MN, 25
November 1937. MN Office.

[E=arrs « =R=h] FFNCHETHIv > - T LA - vy VRV KA (18751948, 1 kY v 2
HHEKEZ) HooOFAE (193MENASAM). [E=aA vy - =R=0] HEETH,



20

archbishop of Tokyo 1927-1937) gave
the official permission to inaugurate the
journal (see figure 1.11).>' Soon after, on
1 January 1938, the first issue of MN was
published.

The Launch

The cover of the first issue of MN fea-
tured an illustration of the phoenix of
the Byodoin Temple, which symbolized
eternal happiness and Japanese culture
as a whole (see figures 1.12, 1.13). The
issue included a section titled “Aims and
Objectives,” where Kraus set out what the
journal would be striving to accomplish.?
The first issue had contributors from both
near and far, but all belonged to Kraus’s
network of intellectuals interested in reli-
gious studies. In-house, he was supported
by Johannes Laures, S.J. (1891-1959),
and Heinrich Dumoulin, S.J. (1905-
1995), who showcased the erudition of
the Jesuits.

Johannes Laures was Sophia Univer-
sity’s leading scholar in Kirishitan studies.
He sat on the editorial board of the journal
until his death in 1959 and regularly and
frequently contributed articles as well. He
had left Germany to study in the United
States, where in 1928 he received his PhD
from Columbia University in political
science. At Sophia he taught economics
and commerce from 1928 to 1959, and in
1931 he started the Catholic Information
Bureau, which would evolve into today’s
Kirishitan Bunko (see figure 1.14). As
part of this latter endeavor he amassed
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Figure 1.12. Cover and table of contents of
MN 1:1(1938).
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Figure 1.13. Interview with Johannes B. Kraus in the evening edition of

shinbun, 26 January 1938, p. 2.
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a vast collection of Kirishitan literature
as well as other historical source mate-
rial; in addition, in 1939 he founded the
Kirishitan Bunka Kenkytisho (Institute
for Kirishitan Studies), which we dis-
cuss below. From 1942 his own research
focused particularly on the figure of Jus-
tus Takayama Ukon (1553-1615), a man
he described as “his hero” and about
whom he published at least one article a
year until his death.”

Heinrich Dumoulin, also a German,
came to Japan at age thirty (see figure
1.15). He was the first Jesuit and the
only foreign student in the Department
of Religious Studies at Tokyo Imperial
University. He studied under Ishibashi
Tomonobu (1886-1947)—who was a
“collaborator” for MN and one of the jour-
nal’s contributing authors—and earned
his PhD in 1946. He was the founder of
the journal Seiki (1949), the founder of the
Institute for Oriental Religions at Sophia
University (1969), and the first director of
the Nanzan Institute for Religion and Cul-
ture (1975-1976). Dumoulin published a
number of essays in MN on Kokugaku
and on Zen Buddhism.?*

The Jesuits themselves contributed
much of their own research to the journal
while at the same time nurturing relation-
ships with scholars beyond their inner
circle, particularly those involved with
the English-speaking ASJ and its Ger-
man counterpart, the OAG. Among such
individuals were Zen Buddhist specialist
Daisetz Teitard Suzuki (1870-1966; Otani
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University, Kyoto),” Shinto specialist
Daniel C. Holtom (1884-1962; Amer-
ican Baptist missionary and at the time
dean of theology at Aoyama Gakuin),?
and George B. Sansom (1883-1965;
British Embassy, Tokyo),”” who were
all active members in the ASJ, as was
Kraus himself. Karl Florenz (1865-1939;
Hamburg University) had been president
of the OAG when the society moved in
1914 to the neighborhood of Kojimachi,
near Sophia University, and thus was no
stranger to the Jesuits either. Many Jap-
anese scholars, too, played crucial roles
in these societies and eventually for the
journal, as for instance the individual we
introduce next.

Anesaki Masaharu (1873-1949) is
known to many as the father of religious
studies in Japan and as the founder of

25

Figure 1.15. Heinrich Dumoulin, 1950. Sophia Uni-
versity Archives.
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Kirishitan studies. Occupying the newly
established chair of religious studies at
Tokyo Imperial University, he was in his
time one of the most prominent scholars
of Japanese religion both in and outside
of Japan. Moreover, he wrote broadly on
literature, politics, and culture and was
considered overall one of the leading
intellectuals of his generation.® As an
ASJ council member since 1907 (and for
thirty-eight more years following that),
he was in close contact with one of the
founders of Sophia University, Joseph
Dahlmann, S.J. (1861-1830), and later
with Kraus.?” Anesaki was the ASJ’s most
prolific speaker, and he also played an
important role, together with Kraus and
other council members, in securing the
survival of the society during World War
1.3

As early as the 1920s, Anesaki had
begun applying his interest in religion
to the investigation of Kirishitan history,
conducting extensive fieldwork and then
authoring publications.”’ His later close
involvement with the establishment at
Sophia University of the Kirishitan Bunka
Kenkytisho was a further natural out-
growth of this interest (see figure 1.16).%

As with the establishment of MN and
the publication of a Japanese-language
counterpart to The Catholic Encyclo-
pedia, the creation of Kirishitan Bunka
Kenkytisho was part of a larger plan.3
Three reasons were given for the found-
ing of the institute: First, the Kirishitan
era was considered important not only
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for the Jesuits’ mission but also as a part
of Japanese cultural and philological his-
tory. Second—and this was particularly
relevant to missionary activity—analysis
of the Kirishitan period was at that time
mainly being conducted by non-Christian
scholars, with Christians in the minority.
Third, there was a desire to foster collabo-
rative research by Japanese and European
scholars and thereby establish connec-
tions and cooperation with non-Christian
circles.** With these aims in mind, Kraus
happily informed Rome that the Japa-
nese newspaper Miyako shinbun (today’s
Tokyo shinbun) published a report on the
birth of Kirishitan Bunka Kenkytisho. In
his words: “Finst verfolgt—heute eine
Saule im Kampf gegen den Kommunis-
mus . . . Die Jochi Daigaku erwirbt sich
grosse Verdienste durch die Griindung
dieser Gesellschaft” (Once persecuted
[referring to Christianity], today a pillar in
the fight against communism . . . Sophia
University makes great contributions
through the founding of the institute).*

(1868-1966),
who attended the institute’s inaugural

Murakami  Naojird
ceremony, was another influential MN
supporter.® A pioneer in the history of
Japanese-European relations and Western
philological studies, Murakami gradu-
ated from Tokyo Imperial University in
1895, occupying various positions there
until becoming president of the Tokyo
School of Foreign Languages (Tokyo
Gaikokugo Gakko) in 1908, a post he
then held until 1918. During his time as
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president he helped the Jesuits in prepar-
ing the launch of what became Sophia
University. In 1918 he became the pres-
ident of the Tokyo Music School (Tokyo
Ongaku Gakk®o, today part of Tokyo Gei-
jutsu Daigaku). From 1928 he moved to
Taiwan to become a professor at Taihoku
Imperial University (today known as
National Taiwan University), returning
in 1940 to join Sophia University as the
head of the Department of Literature.
Later Murakami served as the first post-
war president (1946-1953) of Sophia
University (see figure 1.17).

Off to a Good Start

The first issue of MN was greeted enthusi-
astically outside the church in newspapers
and journals worldwide. According to the
reviews, the translations especially were
applauded, as very few key Japanese
sources and texts had as yet been trans-
lated. One review praised the multilingual
nature of the journal and how it assisted
in eliminating “the language barrier
which most unfortunately still exists even
in the academic world.”® The specific
sociopolitical context of the time and the
significance of the journal in that context
were brought to the fore in a review in the
Journal of Religion, which described MN
as “a refreshing, creative counterweight
to the activities of the war-makers.” In
general, the journal’s commitment to
exploring Asian (and in particular Jap-
anese) culture in an interdisciplinary
fashion and its commitment to providing
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Figure 1.17. Murakami Naojird at Convention
Meeting, 1957. Sophia University Archives.
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translations were seen as highly welcome
and as unique among other similar jour-
nals of the day. Reviews in the Japanese
press were positive and were carried in
newspapers such as the Asahi shinbun
and Tokyo nichinichi shinbun (see figure
1.18).%

Praise and congratulations for the
journal also came from eminent figures
in the religious, political, and academic
spheres. Through his cardinal secretary
of state, Pope Pius XI conveyed his joy
and appreciation upon receiving the first
issue (see figure 1.19). He also expressed
his hope that “the light of dawn will shine
in a bright light.”*! And letters of praise
were sent by Konoe Fumimaro (1891—
1945), then prime minister of Japan, and
Otto Franke (1863—1946), the “Nestor” of
German Sinology.** Kraus was pleased to
learn about the positive reception of the
first issue of MN in Germany. The criti-
cism—related to him confidentially—that
too many pages in the journal were
devoted to the Kirishitan period of Japan,
was something he dismissed by affirming
that “we want to stay true to our essential
program.”#

Things looked good for the fledgling
journal. According to a sanguine report
by Bruno Bitter, 1940 was a promising
year for Sophia University. The aftermath
of the Yasukuni Incident had at last been
overcome. Many more students applied
than could be accepted, and the full stu-
dent body was to number 1,100. Bitter
cited numerous reasons for the success
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of the university at that time, including
a new pension plan for professors and,
importantly, the positive reception of MN,
which raised the reputation of the univer-
sity’s quality of research. The purchase
of three hundred copies by government
institutions supported the publication
financially and also added to its prestige.*
Johannes Kraus added proudly in his
own jubilant report to Rome that MN had
become financially independent from the
Jesuit mission.* (See figures 1.20, 1.21.)
In the same year, Kraus began receiv-
ing the assistance of Joseph Roggendorf,
S.J. (1908-1982), who had just returned
from England (see figure 1.22). Born in
Germany and having studied Japanese
in Japan in his twenties and then, in Lon-
don, comparative literature, Roggendorf
began teaching English literature in the
Department of Literature at Sophia in
1940. According to his own recollection
concerning his support of MN, he “joined

Figure 1.20. Letterhead of MN under Kraus.
©Archivum Romanum Societatis Iesu.
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Figure 1.21. Advertisement of MN in Aus dem Lande der aufgehenden Sonne 33 (September 1938).
Aus dem Lande der aufgehenden Sonne, #5335 (19384°9H) ([ZHfi sz [T=a A& - =R=7]
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the editorial committee and was soon
appointed acting editor.” He was put in
charge of being “in touch with contrib-
soliciting manuscripts, reading
proofs,” and making arrangements for
the printing of the journal. His Japanese-
language abilities were an important
strength in his support of Kraus. He
looked over the translations by Japanese

utors,

scholars and added annotations. After the
war he started his own journal, Sophia,
which he edited until his death.*®

Setbacks

Already the following year, things looked
bleak again. His wide base of support
notwithstanding, Kraus’s commitment to
the journal required courage and vision in
those sobering times.”’ Like many other
publications of the day, MN was forced
to suspend publication during the war.*®

35

Figure 1.22. Joseph Roggendorf, 1942. Sophia Uni-

versity Archives.
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Volume 6 (1943), the final volume, was
a combined special issue dedicated to
Anesaki Masaharu in celebration of his
seventieth birthday. Despite a shortage of
paper, the volume is almost as heavy as
the previous one, with twelve of its contri-
butions dealing with religion—Anesaki’s
specialization—and eleven others on
history, literature, and art.* Logistical dif-
ficulties such as paper shortages aside, the
stringent wartime regime barred further
publication, and the next issue, planned
and perhaps even ready for press, never
saw the light of day (see figures 1.23—
1.25). MN would not be published again
until 1951.%°
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Figure 1.23. “Document pertaining to the conservation of paper in relation to university publications,” dated
31 October 1941 and sent to Sophia University by the Ministry of Education. Sophia University Archives.
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Figure 1.24. Sophia University’s reply to the questionnaire by the Ministry of Education in the midst
of World War II, dated 12 November 1941. Sophia University Archives.
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Figure 1.25. Zasshi chosa hyo. Form filled out by Sophia University indicating the plan to continue the
publication of MN in 1944. Sophia University Archives.
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Figure 1.26. MN Monographs.
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Figure 1.27. PR for MN Monographs, 1970. Sophia
University Archives.
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Monumenta Nipponica Monographs
Kraus began the Monumenta Nipponica Monographs series shortly after the foundation of the
journal, and within a single four-year period he made possible the publication of eight volumes.
Altogether, close to sixty monographs were published until the demands of bringing out the jour-
nal led to the reluctant termination of this program in 1986 (see figures 1.26, 1.27).!
Characteristically, the first volume in the series was written in German: Kirishito-ki und
Sayo-yoroku: Japanische Dokumente zur Missionsgeschichte des 17. Jahrhunderts, translated
with an introduction by Gustav Voss and Hubert Cieslik (1940). Another volume published in the
same year, the standard catalogue Kirishitan Bunko by Johannes Laures, went into two revised
editions. Other signature publications are Alejandro Valignano, S.J.’s Sumario de las cosas de
Japon (1583), edited, with an introduction, by Jose Luis Alvares-Taladriz (1954), and Japanese
Chronological Tables from 601 to 1872 A.D. by Paul Yachita Tsuchihashi (1952). The latter vol-
ume enables readers to convert the Japanese lunar calendar into the Western solar one. Its author,
Tsuchihashi Yachita, S.J. (1866-1965), was the first Japanese member of the modern Society of
Jesus. Trained in Shanghai and specializing in astronomy and mathematics, he returned to Japan in
1911 to take part in the process of getting a Jesuit university on its feet. During the war he became
Sophia’s first Japanese president (1940—1946).
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Enrollment at Sophia decreased again
because of the war as students were called
to the army, labor service, and factory
work.? In addition, severe restrictions
on the smaller private universities made
the continuation of a regular academic
program almost impossible. In October
1943, the chancellor was summoned to
the Ministry of Education and informed
that Sophia University could no longer
remain in existence in its current form,
a fate that was shared by other private
universities teaching only in the human-
ities. One proposal by the ministry was
for Sophia to merge with Koakogyo
Daigaku, a newly established techni-
cal university; the plan was dropped in
autumn 1944.% In any event, classes were
not held beginning with the academic
year of 1944, and some students from the
Faculty of Commerce were entrusted to
Keio University.** According to Theodor
Geppert, S.J. (1904-2002), who came to
Japan in 1935, given that the campus was
more or less deserted and it was feared
that the Japanese military might request
its space, three upper floors of Building 1
were rented out as offices “to various war
related firms of Mr. Mori,” who was the
chancellor of Koakogyo, which brought
in some revenue during the last year of the
war. Early in the summer of 1945, how-
ever, the Japanese Department of Military
Education requisitioned the first floor of
Building 1 to use as offices; the library,
with its 50,000 volumes, had to move its
quarters to the auditorium upstairs (see
figures 1.28, 1.29).%
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Figure 1.30. Red-brick building, 1945. Sophia University Archives.
RIS, 19455, AR s BTG,

Most of the campus survived the
destruction of the war, but its once-iconic
red-brick building was heavily damaged
by a bomb on 13 April 1945 (see figure
1.30), and the walls of a few classrooms
on the third and fourth floors of Build-
ing 1 were blackened by fire. One bomb
fell into the garden on campus, but fortu-
nately did not explode, and a fire on the
roof of the Aloysius Hall (Akaboshi-tei),
a wooden structure that served as a stu-
dent dormitory, was extinguished before
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widespread damage to the building could
occur.*® The holdings of the library, too,
were unharmed by the bombs, later a
precondition to being able to reopen the
university.

And how did the Jesuits themselves
fare? As the well-known report has it,
right after the war, in September 1945,
American Jesuits who came to Yoko-
suka on board US ships traveled the bad
roads by jeep to Sophia to visit their col-
leagues, rushing to return to their ships by
nightfall (see figure 1.31). According to
their reports, none of the Jesuits had died
during the war, but most of them were
malnourished, and the Belgian Jesuits
who had just come out from internment
were sent to the United States for recuper-
ation.”” Even two years later, Edmund A.
Walsh, S.J. (1885-1956), who taught at
Georgetown University and was sent to
Japan in late 1947 as visitor of the Jesuit
mission (see figure 1.32), recorded in his
diary:

Weather pretty trying this week—no sun
(which is only heat for this house), rain and
general gloom. Members of community go
around bundled up in all sorts of clothes to
conserve body heat. No coal in Japan. Food
in sufficient quantities but monotonous:
potatoes, rice, soups, bread, tea, butter and
some meat. Greatest dietetic deficiency is
lack of green vegetables.™

The chances of resuming publication
of MN were slim. Johannes B. Kraus
died of heart failure at the young age of
fifty-four in Hakone on 3 March 1946.
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(See figure 1.33 for a photo that was per-
haps Kraus’s last.) With his sudden death,
opinions in 1947-1948 about reviving the
journal were divided into two camps. One
was strongly opposed to the idea, argu-
ing that it was a “waste of money; that
nobody ever read the semi-annual which
was written in five different languages
on topics beyond the interest of anybody
except a handful of Japanologists in the
world, and that the only prestige it ever
brought us was outside Japan.” The other
camp argued that ““Monumenta’ is the
only original contribution to scholarship
this university has ever made and that it
should be revived in the same form as
before.”™ Despite this split in opinions,
fortunately for us today the decision was
made to reinstate the journal.
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Figure 1.33. Johannes B. Kraus in the garden of Kul-
turheim, 1945/1946. Sophia University Archives.
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Resurrection

We know very little about the deliber-
ations that led to the decision to revive
the journal after the war. Perhaps one
important factor in the journal’s reestab-
lishment was Visitor Walsh’s advice. In
a memorandum written at the conclusion
of his visit Walsh praised the many pos-
itive things Japan’s Jesuit university had
achieved so far:

Property was acquired, substantial build-
ings were erected, activities were multiplied
and many creditable results appeared. The
Catholic Encyclopedia was launched and
two volumes published; a scholarly re-
view of Japanese history and culture was
conducted, Monumenta Nipponica, which
appeared in very commendable form from
1938 to 1943; many books, periodicals and
pamphlets were published, University lec-
tures organized and extension work devel-
oped under the auspices of Jochi.*®

Thus, he advises: “When circumstances
permit, the Monumenta Nipponica must
also be continued.”!

Joseph Roggendorf, who had assisted
Kraus in editing the journal since 1940,
provides one perspective by those
involved on how to go about this possi-
bility:

The founder, the late Fr. Kraus, was him-
self not satisfied with the course his review
was taking. He was planning to publish it
in quarterly form after the war. He also felt
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that, not being a Japanologist himself and in
fact ignorant of the language, he should have
exerted more editorial influence on the se-
lection and preparation of his material. The
fact is that the issues contain articles of very
unequal academic value which is no won-
der considering that japanology is hardly a
science in the sense in which sinology and
arabology are. It is undeniable that a serious
review on Japanese affairs could be pub-
lished by this university with greater effect
and weight than by any other institution in
the world. . . . It would be a bad mistake to
start ‘Monumenta’ again on the old formula.
Apart from the enormous waste of money
which such a sumptuous magazine with its
few (500) subscribers would entail . . . the
old manner of approach prevented us from
getting across our message. Hence it is
suggested that ‘Monumenta Nipponica’ be
started under a new editorship which would
insist on some of the following points: quar-
terly form, of; in the beginning so as to leave
scope for development, some 150 pages.
-All the contributions in English. -In con-
trast to the former haphazard editorial pol-
icy: a carefully planned and balanced total
of articles: the main and especially scholarly
articles should be confined to three or four
in each issue and should avoid the abstruse
issues formerly discussed, such as daring
linguistic theories, out-of-the-way historical
inquisitions etc and concentrate more on the
treatment of vital matters such as The Labor
Movement, Communism, The Intelligen-
tsia, Contemporary Philosophy, Literature,
Is Shinto Dead?, Modern Religious Sects,
New Trends in Art etc. This should be done
in thoroughly reliable and annotated contri-
butions, of the type that the American and
British University Quarterlies favor; the
out-dated German conception prevailing in
the former ‘Monumenta’ means by ‘Wis-
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senschaft’ that type of specialization which
‘knows more and more about less and less’.
... For such a review, paper and financial
support would easily be forthcoming . . . on
the part of learned Japanese societies, the
Japanese government and the Information
and Education Section of SCAP, as has been
established by discreet inquiries.*

Roggendorf lends extra weight to
the advice he offers for the journal’s
new path by invoking its late founder,
Johannes Kraus, who himself had appar-
ently been dissatisfied with the journal
and had planned certain improvements.
The extent to which Roggendorf’s ideas
were shared by others is unknown, but
the result followed his overarching sug-
gestion: MN was to be resurrected if not
precisely along the lines he proposed.

Wilhelm Schiffer, S.J. (1914-1972; see
figure 2.1), became the new chief editor.
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Figure 2.1. Wilhelm Schiffer. From Hochi shinbun (28 July 1938,
evening edition).
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Arriving in Japan in 1936, he continued
his training for the priesthood, having only
completed his novitiate the previous year.
In 1938 he studied the Japanese language
intensively and also became interested in
Chinese while assisting Kraus in publishing
MN. With his knowledge of the language
he also reviewed Japanese-language books
and authored his own research in the jour-
nal. In 1940 he was sent to Shanghai to
continue his theological studies. Since he
was required to leave Shanghai by 1944
but could not return to Tokyo, he went to
Dairen (today Dalian) to teach at the Mary-
knoll Academy and to do missionary work.
With the end of the war he was interned by
the Russians, but due to the good offices of
Bruno Bitter—who consistently features in
the history of Sophia University as a man
of many purposes—in June 1947 Schiffer
was at last repatriated to Tokyo. Once back
at Sophia, he taught religion and philos-
ophy.* When the decision was made to
restart MN, he was the one chosen as its
new editor because of his prior experience
at the journal. (See figure 2.2.)

The journal celebrated its retun to
publication in 1951, and the event was
warmly welcomed by various newspa-
pers. Jiji shinpo and the Nippon Times
reported on the inaugural celebration, aka
the “Monumenta Nipponica Party,” held
on 4 April 1951 (see figures 2.3, 2.4).%

The resurrected journal featured con-
tributions from scholars working in a
variety of disciplines within Japan stud-
ies. The contents of the first postwar
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Studies on Japanese Culture
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Sophia University, Tokyd

Announcement
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be publish
Ommuulks s, for the time bing, publicton in annuel
objectives.

unchanged,
national forum for the study of Japancie culture pas and

Each volume will contain about 400 pages.

The first ssue (Vol. VID) will be January 1951.

Of former issues Vol.1 No.2 and Val.IIl Nos.1 and 2 have been
completely sold out. A few copies of the remaining numbers are still
available. Depending upon the demand, the sokdrout numbers will be
reprined.

Annual subscrption (excl. postage): US$8- or their cquivaleat in the
currency of the respective countrcs.
Order from:
Charkes E. Tuttle Co, Takashimaya Dept. Store Bldg, Nibombushi,
Chavky, Tokyo (for Japan).
Charles E. Tutde Co, Rutland, Vermont, U.S.A. (for the Americas).
E. J. Bril, Publsher, Leiden, Netherlands (for all other countries).

Figure 2.2. Promotional leaflet showing front
cover of MN before publication. © Archivum
Romanum Societatis Iesu.
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Figure 2.3. Apostolic Delegate Maximilian von Fiirstenberg
(right) at his visit to Sophia University, shown standing next to
Wilhelm Schiffer, 6 April 1951. MN Office.
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Figure 2.4. Article about the event hosted at Sophia University to celebrate the resumption of the publication of
MN. Katorikku shinbun (15 April 1951). Among the guests were Tanaka Kotard (1890-1974; Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court), (Vice-)Provincial Paul Pfister (1907 1994), and Mushakoji Kinhide (b. 1929).
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issue appear to reflect certain compro-
mises and exigencies concerning the
journal’s new direction; the issue con-
tained fourteen contributions on politics,
religion, history, and philology, includ-
ing forty book reviews. Schiffer was
assisted by a group—German Jesuits,
all—that included a number of former
collaborators, namely, Dumoulin, Lau-
res, Roggendorf, and Hans Miiller, S.J.
(1892-1956), along with Hubert Cieslik,
S.J. (1914-1998).

Hans Miiller was a close friend of
Johannes Kraus, and he had worked with
Kraus on the Japanese counterpart to /e
Catholic Encyclopedia as well as on MN
from the beginning. He had a PhD in Ger-
man literature from Munich University
and had come to Japan in 1928 just shortly
before Kraus and taken over as the chair
of the Department of German Literature at
Sophia University (see figure 2.5). After
Kraus’s death, Miiller replaced him as the
chief editor of the Japanese encyclopedia.
As librarian at Sophia University, he also
contributed greatly to the expansion of the
library’s collection. Altogether he worked
at the university for twenty-eight years.®

The new collaborator, Hubert Cieslik,
had come to Japan in 1934 and was active
in the mission. During his novitiate, he
became one of the Jesuit eyewitnesses
to the atomic bombing of Hiroshima.

Figure 2.5. Hans Miiller, 1930s. Sophia University
Archives.
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Cieslik
used European and Japanese sources to
reconstruct the history of Christianity,
in particular of the Jesuit mission, vis-a-

Following  this

experience,

vis the local feudal powers in Hiroshima
and Okayama; in the process he told the
stories of certain Japanese Jesuits whose
lives had been forgotten.® From 1950 to
1957, he was head of St. Miki (one of the
houses of the Society of Jesus in Tokyo;
see figure 2.6) and at the same time
assisted with MN. After 1959, Cieslik
was the acting president of the Kirishitan
Bunka Kenkytikai and also taught part-
time at Sophia.®”’

Bringing out MN proved difficult.
The journal experienced a lack of suitable
submissions, and for the first decade after
MN’s resurrection publication was irregu-
lar. There may also have been differences
in opinion among the editors and board
members regarding the direction that the
publication should take, and in the early
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Figure 2.6. Hubert Cieslik. St. Miki House, Tokyo,
June 1955. Sophia University Archives.
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Figure 2.7. Francis Mathy, 1964. Sophia University Archives.

TSV A

1960s new energy was brought in, with
Wilhelm Schiffer receiving assistance
from a young American Jesuit.

Francis Mathy, S.J. (1925-2015;
see figure 2.7), was drafted into the US
military in 1943 and was enrolled in the
military intelligence language program
at the University of Michigan. He first
came to Japan in March 1946 as a com-
missioned officer with the Occupation.
Following that he went back to Michigan
to complete his BA, returning on and off
to Japan over the ensuing years while con-
tinuing his studies. He eventually earned
a PhD in comparative literature (Univer-
sity of Michigan, 1963). After his time
working with Schiffer on MN, he became
rector of the Jesuit community at Rokko
in Kobe, and upon his return to Sophia
in 1970 he taught in the Department of
English Literature until his retirement.
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Figure 2.8. Number of items published in the early volumes of MN in German, French, Spanish, or Italian.
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first non-German Jesuit editor—signaled
a change at MN. In 1963 English-only
became the rule for the journal as a whole.
One of Roggendorf’s suggestions from
1948 was at last realized (see figure 2.8).

New Direction

With the journal subsidized entirely by
Sophia University following the post-
war resumption of publication—an
arrangement that remains true today—
the pressing issue was now a shortage
of staff. When Francis Mathy was sent
to Kobe, the Italian Jesuit Joseph Pittau,
S.J. (1928-2014), was tapped to replace
Schiffer. Pittau had eamed a PhD in
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Kennedy

Figure 2.9. Pittau, then MN editor, welcoming Robert F. Kennedy at Sophia University, 7 November 1965.

Sophia University Archives.
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political science from Harvard University
before taking up his post as MN editor
(1964-1968)—the fourth individual to
serve in this role (see figure 2.9).

Joseph Pittau had a distinguished
career. In 1968 he became chancellor
of Sophia University, and from 1975 he
served as its president. He received the
Order of the Rising Sun in 1984 and the
Japan Foundation Award in 1993. Called
in by Pope Johannes Paul II, he became
the assistant to the apostolic delegate for
the Society of Jesus when the Superior
General fell ill. And he was the president
of the Gregorian University in Rome
from 1992 to 1998.%%

Pittau, new to his role as editor of
MN, was supported by his German elders
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Dumoulin and Roggendorf. At one of
their meetings, they discussed the vari-
ous changes that MN should undertake to
improve its standing and ensure a regular
publication cycle. They deliberated over
ideas about how to make the journal bet-
ter known in the academic world in and
outside of Japan, considering, for exam-
ple, the creation of a Center of Oriental
Studies, with MN at its core, to serve as
a nexus for visiting scholars; we see here
echoes of MN’s founding purpose as
well as that of the Kirishitan Bunka Ken-
kytisho, both discussed earlier. Among
the activities envisioned for this center
would be social meetings attended by
both foreign and Japanese scholars; the
resultant increase in visibility for MN and
Sophia alike would, it was hoped, lead to
the submission of more high-quality con-
tributions.

At that same meeting there was also
a discussion about how to better dis-
tribute the workload. Among the ideas
floated was the creation of the position
of managing editor. He—the candidates
suggested were all men—would be in
charge of preparing final copy for the
printer, proofreading it, and taking care of
all else pertaining to the nuts and bolts of
publishing. There might also, it was sug-
gested, be an editorial board consisting of
two to three editors and an advisory board
composed of “famous people.” As it hap-
pened, most of these specific plans were
not implemented; an advisory board,
however, was established in 1964 (though
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Figure 2.10. MN cover, 1966.
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with a different composition from the one
that had been envisioned). Nonetheless,
the meeting created momentum for Pittau
and his colleagues going forward.®

Pittau’s impact can still be felt today.
While editor, he revamped MN’s layout
and also designed a new cover—still
familiar to readers today (see figure 2.10).
That all his associate editors—Robert
Stemper (1926—), William Johnston, S.J.
(1925-2010), Edmund R. Skrzypczak
(1932-), and Thomas E. Swann had
English as their first language was a trend
that was to be continued.

When Pittau became chancellor of
Sophia, Edmund R. Skrzypczak took
over as editor of MN (1969-1970). Born
in the United States, he arrived in Japan
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in 1958. He received his PhD in theol-
ogy from Sophia University in 1965 and
started teaching soon after. He was also
involved with editing the Japanese Jour-
nal of Religious Studies (JJRS), published
at Nanzan University. Skrzypczak, like
all who had come before him, edited the
journal while concurrently teaching on
the Sophia faculty. The new direction
in which the journal had been heading,
supported by Pittau’s efforts, was again
jeopardized owing to a shortage of staff,
and it was decided that MN should next
be served by an editor capable of devoting
his time wholly to the journal.

Making a Lasting Impression on the Field
Michael Cooper (1930-2018; see fig-
ure 2.11)—perhaps for many longtime
readers of MN the first name that comes
to mind in association with its leader-
ship—was chief editor from 1971 to
1997, thus becoming to date the journal’s
longest-serving editor. He was, moreover,
the journal’s first—and so far only—full-
time, non-teaching editor. A British Jesuit,
he wrote extensively on sixteenth- and
seventeenth-century encounters between
Jesuit missionaries and Japan, and he also
served as president of the ASJ. His publi-
cations include They Came to Japan.: An
Anthology of European Reports on Japan,
1543-1640; The Japanese Mission to
Europe, 1582—1590: The Journey of Four
Samurai Boys through Portugal, Spain
and Italy; and Rodrigues the Interpreter:
An Early Jesuit in Japan and China. He
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was considered a good friend and mentor
by many scholars and was known for his
love of the comic strip beagle Snoopy.”™

By the 1970s MN was unmistak-
ably an English-language journal, and
contributors of that time were largely
American, an indication of the dominant
position then held by the United States
in the field of Japan studies. There were,
of course, articles authored by scholars
from elsewhere—including Australia,
England, Canada, and Israel. For the first
two years Cooper was supported by the
aforementioned Skrzypczak and by
Thomas E. Swann as book review editor,
but once established in his role he contin-
ued on his own. In 1976 he let go of the
advisory board, a decision that may have
stemmed in part from the fact that most of
its members were affiliated with Sophia
University.
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Figure 2.11. Michael Cooper, 1983. Courtesy of
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During his first decade on the job,
Cooper implemented numerous changes
that set the journal on a new trajectory.
First, he endeavored to promote new-
comers to the field of Japan studies by
providing them with an opportunity to
make their publishing debut in MN; this
began a tradition that continues today.
Another of his initiatives was attendance
at major conferences in the field, which
he considered important opportunities to
be in conversation with authors and pro-
spective authors. This, too, is a tradition
that is still maintained. Under his tireless
care and attention spanning two decades,
MN matured into the internationally
acclaimed academic quarterly—which he

i

Figure 2.12. Michael Cooper (right) with constant MN
supporter Bruno Bitter, 1988. From Aus dem Lande der
aufgehenden Sonne 133 (Summer, 1988), p. 23.

wA TN T == (F) L [EF=atvd - =K=0]
EHLUCOHELET V=) « By T b, 19886, Aus  dem
Lande der aufgehenden Sonne, #3133 7 (19884:5) . 23,
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Figure 2.13. Kate Wildman Nakai, 1998.
FA R TANRwY T hA | 19984,

fondly dubbed “Old Mother Mon”—that
its originators had dreamed of. (See fig-
ure 2.12 with long-time supporter Bruno
Bitter.)

When it came time for Michael
Cooper to retire, replacing him was indeed
a challenge. The next individual chosen
to assume the mantle of MN’s editorship
was Kate Wildman Nakai, professor of
Japanese history in Sophia University’s
Faculty of Comparative Culture (today
the Faculty of Liberal Arts).

Safe Sailing into the Twenty-First Century
Kate Wildman Nakai, editor of MN from
1997 to 2010 (see figure 2.13), again
steered the journal in a new direction.
She became the first woman to head the
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journal, and hence also the first who was
a non-Jesuit. Meanwhile she remained a
regular faculty member at Sophia, and
thus—as had been the case prior to the
1970s—her editorial duties had to be
balanced with teaching and other faculty
responsibilities. In order to relieve some
of this burden, the university decided to
employ a managing editor. The position
was filled in 1997 by Lynne E. Riggs,
translator and cofounder of the Center
for Intercultural Communication (CIC).
In 2009, with Riggs’s retirement from the
journal, Esther Sanders—a career-long
wordsmith since her arrival in Japan in
1987—joined MN in the role of manag-
ing editor.

Nakai, who taught at Sophia Uni-
versity from 1980 to 2009 and is
now professor emerita, specializes in
Tokugawa intellectual and social his-
tory and also works on topics related
to Sophia’s history. In March 2002 she
was awarded the Watsuji Tetsurd Cultural
Prize for Arai Hakuseki no seiji senryaku:
Jugaku to shiron (Tokyo Daigaku Shup-
pankai, 2001), a translation of her earlier
Shogunal Politics: Arai Hakuseki and
the Premises of Tokugawa Rule (Har-
vard University Council on East Asian
Studies, 1988). In recent years she has
collaborated on two projects translating
and introducing sources on Tokugawa
social history: Lust,
Corruption: “An Account of What I Have
Seen and Heard” by an Edo Samurai
(Columbia University Press, 2014) and

Commerce, and
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the forthcoming Christian Sorcerers on
Trial: Records of the 1827 Osaka Incident
(Columbia University Press).
developments  during
Nakai’s tenure as MN editor—second
in length only to Michael Cooper’s—
were crucial for the ongoing growth and
success of the publication in a turn-of-
the-century environment that demanded
a change in journal culture. One of her
major feats was to give MN online
visibility with the rise of the Internet. Rec-
ognizing MN’s importance in the field of
Japan studies, the North America—based
electronic platform JSTOR sought to
include the journal from the early stages
of what would become a vast project to
make back issues of academic journals
available online. Nakai worked with the
Sophia University administration to real-
ize MN’s incorporation into the fledgling
JSTOR project. This digital transforma-
tion was further enhanced several years
later by a partnership with another online
content provider, Project MUSE. (See
chapter 4 for details.)

For the same purpose—to increase
visibility—in 1999 MN launched its own
website. Developed by Kevin Cleary
(1962-2014), the site was maintained
by him for many years and then later by
Hugh Ashton. The website was revamped
in 2016 to provide both more information
and greater functionality and to further
enhance the journal’s visibility. The new
website (https://dept.sophia.ac.jp/monum
enta/) is maintained by Tabcode and

Numerous
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includes features such as a search function
that allows users to locate MN content
in multiple ways as well as a news page
to keep users informed of activity such
as MN participation in conferences and
other events.

Nakai also tried to widen the journal’s
focus by including in its pages more schol-
arship produced by researchers working
in languages other than English. During
Pittau’s time as editor the focus had begun
to shift toward more contributions from
scholars in North America, in parallel
with that region’s increasing dominance
in Japan studies. One important compo-
nent of Nakai’s efforts in this regard was
publishing English translations of Japa-
nese scholarship; another was including
more reviews of books not published in
English. Though such reviews had been
a part of journal content from the begin-
ning, they took on new meaning as Nakai
worked to reaffirm a broad perspective
for the journal amid North American
dominance in the field (see figure 2.14).
Moreover, her reestablishment of an advi-
sory board (disbanded under Michael
Cooper) was a crucial step in strength-
ening MN’s standing as an academic
journal, and the board’s multinational
composition was important in enhancing
the journal’s international character.

One major achievement of Nakai’s
that has been highly significant even out-
side the confines of the journal is the MN
Style Sheet. The standard style guides
followed or adapted by many English-
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Figure 2.14. Number of reviews of books originally published in one of the following languages: German,

French, Spanish, Italian, or Portuguese.
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language publishers—such as The
Chicago Manual of Style (CMS)—do not
deal sufficiently with the particularities
that crop up constantly in writing about
Japan. Nakai therefore began with the aim
of creating a style guide for internal use,
as a supplement to CMS, to try to ensure
consistency and logic in dealing with
such matters. From her second issue (MN
52:3), Nakai added “Editorial Notes™ to
the journal for the purpose, in part, of giv-
ing authors explicit directions. Before two
years had passed in her tenure as editor,
in January 1999 Nakai delineated essen-
tial principles related to the field of Japan
studies for the first MN Style Sheet. This
twenty-six-page guide, which grew over
time and became a resource not only for
MN authors but also for other publishers,
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saw its fourth edition (expanded to thirty-
eight pages) in 2008, aptly marking MN’s
seventieth anniversary. An updated ver-
sion incorporating major revisions was
published online in 2017, and with further
fine-tuning the currently definitive edi-
tion came out in print in 2018. This, the
journal’s eightieth-anniversary edition,
is of course also available online (MN
Style Sheet; https://dept.sophia.ac.jp/mon
umenta/pdf/MN-Style-Sheet 201809
pdf).

With Kate Wildman Nakai’s retire-
ment from the journal in 2010, MN
needed to turn a new page. Fortunately
for the current team, she still plays a vital
role in its activities, frequently advising
and contributing in countless ways. The
eightieth-anniversary edition of the MN
Style Sheet, for instance, has her impri-
matur, and her close collaboration on that
important project was indispensable. She
continues to contribute as a member of
the advisory board.

Since 2010, several members of
Sophia’s Faculty of Liberal Arts have
assumed the role of journal editor. From
2010 to 2012 the post was held by Mark
R. Mullins, professor of the sociology of
religion (see figure 2.15). Like Nakai and
other editors before him, Mullins contin-
ued the tradition of introducing current
Japanese scholarship to a larger audience
by having it translated into English. To
MN’s great benefit he was successful in
securing outside subsidies in 2011-2012
from the Tokyo Club in support of the
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Figure 2.15. Mark R. Mullins, 2014.
~v—7 R~ U A 20144,

journal’s efforts to produce high-quality
translations of such research, thus manag-
ing to circumvent the difficulty of finding
scholars willing to provide such work
as a professional courtesy, as had been
the case in past years. In other ways as
well, Mullins worked to ensure that MN
remained on a solid footing during this
crucial transition from an editor who had
served the journal for well over a decade,
for instance by taking further steps to keep
its production processes up-to-date tech-
nologically. In 2013 he joined the faculty
of the University of Auckland (New Zea-
land). He continues to maintain ties with
MN as a member of the advisory board.
With Mark Mullins’s departure, an
older model of coeditors was reintro-
duced. The first team was composed
of Richard A. Gardner and Caroline
Hirasawa, who were in charge of MN
from 2013 to 2014, assisted by Shion
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Kono (a specialist in comparative liter-
ature and modern Japanese literature) as
book review editor. Gardner is professor
emeritus of Sophia University and taught
at the university for over thirty years in the
field of religion. Hirasawa is an art histo-
rian focusing on premodern Japan. Both
continue to serve on the advisory board.
Bettina Gramlich-Oka joined Gardner
to replace Hirasawa in 2014. Soon after
she came on board, Gardner retired and
was replaced by Sven Saaler, who worked
with her from 2016 to 2018. A team of two
German historians might make it appear
to some as though MN had deliberately
gone back to its roots, but of course this
was mere coincidence. Since the latter
half of 2018, Gramlich-Oka—still Ger-
man—has been the journal’s sole editor
while concurrently remaining a regular
faculty member of Sophia University.
Saaler continues to be of great assistance
as an MN adviser. MN is fortunate to have
been joined in 2016 by Bruce L. Batten
(specialist in Japanese history; resident
director of the Inter-University Center for
Japanese Language Studies and professor
emeritus of J. F. Oberlin University) as
book review editor. (See figure 2.16.)

Throughout MN’s history, its editors have
reached out to both newer and established
scholars to gain the broadest possible per-
spective on emerging interests and trends
in the field and to invite those scholars to
share their research findings on the pages
of the journal. Johannes B. Kraus held his

71

NELHRT 22 LIy, FOH%MEIX
NI RA VYDA T = - H—
TR FE -T2, Z OEHNF2016500 5
I84EF THiV =, —AD KA AR
SEWH TR Lol
I, [F=a XA -=KR=n] 1%
FUINBREA D & LizonE B A
LWL Livwy, LML, Zh
XFE ST DIEKRTH S, 2018514}
NHIE, 7750 =4 N RKRFEH
BLLTOEEZ I/ LHoo, BHMT
MEREZBEODLIZ Lo, LT
Wx, =7 b E LTI LAZR
WEBEERIT TS, ENE S0
X, 20164E B 7 )L— A « LX— Kk
EFEMRERE L L CHEZ LN &
72, N— N UXH AR E HEY &
LTCRBY, TAUD « HFFRFEE
HARMZEE v & —pr R, BEEMKRT
HLEFRTHH D, (21625 H)

BITILISE, R OMREE N EE L
LC&EFZED—20%, HF -7 7
VEMDT, HBEL<OBARPREE L E
BV, ZOSBTELTWAHT LN
B h, ED X D AR~
NEESTWNDLONIONT, TXE
HHRY RBEZIRT A2 L ThoTz,
FLTC, ) LI EE [E== X
VE e =K== ] IZFH . AR
EREFELTLINAELIKHL TE72D
Thb, IFIERMREELZWT
DIz, ANFRA B.Y T U AILEA
1\, 7V ko —ng N TOHERS
EHLETLHEAEEEL T L,
ATV == JHRE L DD
2. KSARROEEESHUEESEFIZ AN



72 Chapter 2

MN Editors over the Years
Figure 2.16 depicts the tenures of each of the twelve individuals who have held the post of journal editor at MN
over the years. Most editors have performed their role individually, but there have been several periods of
coeditorship. As we illustrate below, certain particulars such as frequency of publication and involvement with
special publishing projects have changed slightly over time, with each editor nevertheless maintaining MN’s
core mission in his or her own way.

Since 1938 the journal has published 73 volumes encompassing 214 issues—with the second issue of volume
74 in preparation as of this writing. MN was originally envisioned as a quarterly, but ultimately was launched as
a semiannual publication, and this schedule was followed for the journal’s first five years, with work then
interrupted altogether during World War II. After publication resumed in 1951, the schedule was somewhat
irregular until the mid-1960s, when the journal again began to appear consistently at least twice per year. Michael
Cooper raised this to four times per year in 1972, and in 2008 the journal returned to a semiannual schedule,
where it remains today.
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Figure 2.16. Editors of MN and their periods of tenure.
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monthly gatherings featuring talks at the
Kulturheim, Michael Cooper used to walk
over to the I-House for breakfast, and Kate
Wildman Nakai made herself constantly
available for coffee and lunches to meet
with scholars from around the world. Cur-
rent editors continue these efforts in the
service of MN’s primary purpose: to com-
municate and reflect upon new trends and
achievements in the field of Japan studies
via authors who are willing to share their
research in the journal.

The informed evaluation of pioneer-
ing and innovative developments in the
field requires specialists. Throughout the
years and into the present day, MN has
been sustained by the many academic
colleagues who generously contribute
their time and expertise to reviewing sub-
missions, providing support that is critical
to the quality and scholarly integrity of the
journal. These referees are the sine qua
non of the journal’s worth, and yet their
names are never mentioned because of the
need for confidentiality. The double-blind
peer review process lies at the heart of any
academic journal that aspires to be held in
high esteem and that distinguishes itself
from departmental publications (kiy0).

Also crucial are the academic col-
laborators and advisers who, among
other tasks, help editors in choosing suit-
able referees for a given submission or
reviewers for specific books based on
their expertise in the relevant discipline.
As introduced earlier, the advisory board
was first established in 1964, and it was
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maintained until 1976 under Joseph Pit-
tau, Edmund Skrzypczak, and Michael
Cooper and then discontinued by Cooper
for the ensuing twenty years. Kate W.
Nakai reestablished the advisory board
when she took over the editorship of MN
in 1997, and today this academic commu-
nity includes members located in Japan,
the UK, Canada, New Zealand, Germany,
the US, Norway, and France.

Editors, authors, referees, and advisers
continually reshape the academic features
of the journal. Similarly, there are those
who continue to reshape MN in material
ways, and it is to this aspect of the publi-
cation that we next turn our attention.
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3. THE RUNNING OF MN
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Physical and Institutional Setting

Since MN’s establishment in 1938,
Sophia University has provided it with
both financial and administrative support.
The university continues to publish MN
today, and the journal’s offices are located
on campus. Where MN was housed in
prewar times is unclear, but given that
Kraus was the editor for both the journal
and for Katorikku daijiten, its location
may have been in the office for the latter;
we only know that the space devoted to
MN’s operations was extremely small.”!
On the theory that the office would likely
have been close to the library, Building 1
seems a plausible possibility. Such spec-
ulation aside, we know that at one point
there was discussion within the university
of a plan to establish a Catholic Research
Institute—in reaction to
(mentioned earlier) circulated in 1943
about a proposed merger of Sophia with
Koakogyd Daigaku—and that in prepara-
tion certain library holdings were moved
to the living quarters of the Jesuits on

nstructions

campus. There is a strong likelihood that
the offices for both the encyclopedia and
MN were also moved there at the same
time.”

Continuously adding and replacing
buildings on campus was and is char-
acteristic of Sophia University. When
publication of the journal was resumed in
1951 following the war-induced hiatus,
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The Running of MN

MN found a home in one of the Quonset
huts that had been put up to function as
offices and dorms in the area where the
war had flattened the land to the north
of the campus (see figure 3.1). In early
1952, the MN office was moved into a
proper facility: the brand-new library
building (demolished in 1992; see figures
3.2, 3.3).” From there the office moved
to the thirteenth floor of Building 7.
When Michael Cooper became editor, he
requested an additional room, adjacent to
the MN office and equipped with adequate
furniture and a telephone (see figure 3.4).™
In 2005 the MN office was relocated to its
current home in the present central library
(built in 1984; see figure 3.5).
Notwithstanding the mysteries sur-
rounding the MN office’s precise location
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Figure 3.2. Editors Schiffer and Mathy in MN office in the then-new library, 1963. Sophia University Archives.

TANANID s T = TTUVA

~ U—ilitRE R, HXEE 4R NO [T=a A4 - =F=
T AT 4 AT, 19634, ERRZE S ER TR,



Chapter 3

Pittau

el o

Figure 3.3. Editors Roggendorf and Pittau in MN office in the then-new library, ca. 1965. Sophia University Archives.
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Figure 3.4. Michael Cooper in MN Office in Build-
ing 7, 1982. Courtesy of Toyoko McGovern.
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Figure 3.5. Kate Wildman Nakai in MN Office in the
current Sophia University Library, 2005.
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at various points in its history, our small
collection of photographs illustrates the
working environment in which some of
its editors spent so many hours over the
years.

MN’s official position within the
university was for a long time unclear.
Apparently, throughout most of the
postwar period decisions concerning
the journal were made by the school’s
chancellor.”” Today MN is an Affiliated
Research Organization at Sophia Univer-
sity under the vice president for academic
research.” In order to clarify and stabilize
MN’s place within the overall structure
of the university and help to ensure a
sustainable future for the journal, official
regulations were authorized on 1 April
2015.

When the old model of coeditors was
reintroduced in 2013, a structural change
occurred within the journal. The role of the
director has come to be distinct from that
of the editor, with the director taking on an
administrative function. This new division
began in 2013 with Angela Yiu—currently
professor of modern Japanese literature in
the faculty of liberal arts and at that time
vice president of Sophia University—as
the first administrative director, and it
has continued with the current director,
Shimazono Susumu, who assumed this
post in 2014. Shimazono is a professor in
the Graduate School of Applied Religious
Studies and specializes in the religious
history of modern Japan and in death and
life studies. Prior to joining Sophia in
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2013, he was professor at the University of
Tokyo Graduate School of Humanities and
Sociology (in the Department of Religious
Studies). He currently also serves as the
director of Sophia University’s Institute of
Grief Care. He founded the Japan Religion
Coordinating Project for Disaster Relief, is
a member of the Citizens’ Commission on
Nuclear Energy, and is a founding member
of the group Save Constitutional Democ-
racy Japan 2014. Together with Manzaki
Eiichi, MN’s administrative liaison since
2016, Shimazono provides a crucial link
to the Sophia administration to ensure a
smooth operation within the larger univer-
sity setting.

Also ensuring the smooth running
of MN have been the dedicated efforts
of all of the administrative and editorial
staff who have worked on the journal
over the years. People have always been
needed to attend to the subscriptions and
budget-related details and, of course, to
the packing and shipping out of the jour-
nal, along with numerous other essential
tasks. During Michael Cooper’s time,
Muro Nobuko (1942-2010)"7 worked in
this capacity and was also called upon to
assist with reading proofs.”® With the hir-
ing of a managing editor this latter task
was lifted from the shoulders of the secre-
tary. Today the smooth handling of various
clerical tasks is attended to not only by the
secretary but by the MN assistant as well.
And editors and managing editors receive
additional support from outside the journal
in preparing articles and book reviews.
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Secretaries

1951-1963: Lucy S. Ito (Itd Saeko) and
1t6 Miyoko™

1964-1975?: Muraoka Kyoko (and
Fukaya Miyoko)*

1966: Imamura Mariko

1967-1968: Katayama Tomoko

1969-1970: Maria Clara Roldam

1976-1983: No information available

1984-1998: Muro Nobuko

1998-1999: Rokuhara Hiroko

1999-2008: Takei Masako

2008 Shinohara Junko

Print Copies of the Journal
The cost of producing MN is borne by
Sophia University and, as elaborated in
the previous chapter, from its beginning
the journal has enjoyed outside financial
support for the distribution of print cop-
ies. Since 1973 the Japan Foundation has
continued the initial support of KBS by
purchasing copies of each MN issue (190
copies until 1998 and 100 at present).
Producing the journal has always
involved multiple challenges. MN fre-
quently includes kana and kanji in its
articles, and diacritics are another import-
ant feature. In the early decades, Japanese
text needed to be printed with different line
spacing from the English in order to blend
in with the surrounding text. The very
existence of a problem such as this may
seem puzzling in light of today’s technol-
ogy, but in 1938 it was no simple task to
typeset the journal in a way that was aes-
thetically satisfying. Both then and now,
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it has always been important to work
with typesetting and printing profession-
als capable of handling such difficulties.
Nonetheless, throughout MN’s history
the visual results have been astonishing.
Production technologies have been revo-
lutionized in recent decades, and desktop
publishing is now standard. Still, each
article published in MN has its own spe-
cial characteristics, making the need for
creative problem solving the norm rather
than the exception. Also crucial are atten-
tion to such details as paper and binding.
With the expertise of Komiyama Print-
ing Co., MN is able to offer an attractive,
durable publication. (See figure 3.6.)
With everything that has happened
in the world since 1938, it is no surprise
that the cost of an annual subscription
to MN has changed significantly. For
domestic subscribers in Japan who paid in
yen, a subscription in 1938 started out at
only ten yen per year; in comparison, an
annual subscription to the Asahi shinbun
at that time was about twelve yen. How-
ever, after the war the deflated value of
the yen naturally resulted in a dramatic
price increase in subscriptions paid for
in that currency. Increased printing and
mailing costs over the subsequent years
led to further rises. MN is fortunate that
support from Sophia University enables it
to maintain a low subscription price, and
the price has hardly changed since 1989.
In addition, in order to keep overseas
postage costs at a certain level without
causing a dent in the MN budget, the
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Years Printer
1938-1942 Toppan Insatsu, Tokyo
1942-1943 Kasai Printing Office, Tokyo
1951-1953 Toppan Insatsu, Tokyo
1954 Yamagata Printing, Yokohama
1955 Gakujitsu Kenkyi Fukyt Kai, Tokyo
1956-1960 Salesian Trade School, Tokyo
1961/1962 Hinode Printing
1963 Tosho Printing, Tokyo
1964-1965 Hinode Printing
1965-1972 Peter Brogren, The Voyager’s Press, Tokyo
1972-1976 Kawata Press, Tokyo
1977- Komiyama Printing, Tokyo

Figure 3.6. Typesetting and printing companies
that have provided these services for the produc-
tion of MN since 1938. From 2011-2017, David
White was in charge of typesetting.
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number of pages was and is kept under a
certain limit.

Before the days of online publishing,
MN distributed hundreds of print copies
to subscribers. Extant records are limited,
but it appears that physical circulation of
the journal peaked in the 1990s. Since
then, the number of paper copies distrib-
uted has slowly gone down in tandem
with the expansion of electronic publish-
ing and the increasing use of the Internet
for scholarly research (see figure 3.7).

With the increasing shift to electronic
distribution, it has become more difficult
to gauge the relationship between sub-
scription numbers per se and the number
of readers we actually reach. We know,
however, that roughly sixty percent of
our print subscribers are based outside of
Japan and include libraries, research insti-
tutes, and individuals in some seventy
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countries. Meanwhile, at present MN is
also subscribed to by over 10,000 institu-
tions worldwide through its inclusion in
the US-based JSTOR and Project MUSE,
both introduced in chapter 4.

Chapter 3
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Year Pricein¥ | Pricein$ | Pricein€ | Print Run | Distribution
1938 ¥10 $4.00 ca. 300
1941 ¥12 $5.00 ca. 600
1943 ¥20 $5.00 750 ca. 550
1951 ¥2.880 $8.00

1952 ¥2.160 $6.00

1969 ¥3.000 $10.00 ca. 400
1974 ¥4,000 $16.00

1989 ¥4 200 $30.00

1993 ¥4 200 $36.00 1,100 ca. 829
1994 ¥4.200 $36.00 1,100 ca. 1,000
1995 ¥4 200 $36.00 1,100 ca. 1,000
1996 ¥4 200 $36.00 1,100 ca. 1,000
1999 ¥4,280 $36.00 € 34.00 1,100 ca. 850
2003 ¥4 480 $40.00 € 42.00 1,000 ca. 850
2008 ¥4 600 $40.00 €42.00 1,000 ca. 880
2018 ¥4 600 $40.00 €42.00 600 ca. 470

Figure 3.7. Partial list of MN’s prices, print run, and distribution numbers over the years. Distribu-
tion numbers include both circulation to subscribers and complimentary copies.
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4. THE JOURNAL’S IMPACT

[F=a A H

Publishing an academic journal can be
daunting, and this is all the more true in
the current age of digital transforma-
tion. Today’s academic journals aspire
to increase their visibility through an
electronic presence that includes online
availability as well as listings in major
citation indexes. Bolstered by the efforts
of past editors in both of these areas,
MN has been well represented over the
years.?! This chapter considers how the
journal is meeting the challenges of a
rapidly evolving publishing environ-
ment by positioning itself as a trend
leader while also upholding its legacy.

Online Archive and Digital Edition
MN’s electronic presence continues to
grow annually because of increases in
global Internet usage by educational
institutions and individuals. While in all
likelihood the number of subscribers to
the print journal will continue to decline
as more readers turn to electronic for-
mats, it is equally clear that one can
expect individual articles to be read by
larger numbers of people as time goes
on because of precisely this same trend.
MN is available in digital form through
two online content providers, JSTOR
and Project MUSE, both of which offer
the ability to view articles on their web-
sites and to download PDF versions.
JSTOR, with offices in New York
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and Michigan, is a digital library
established in 1995 under the direc-
tion of the University of Michigan;
since 2009 it has been a part of the
not-for-profit organization ITHAKA.
Originally containing only digitized
back issues of academic journals, it
now also includes books and primary
source texts as well as current issues
of some journals. At present JSTOR
offers its subscribers access to more
than 12 million academic journal
articles, books, and primary source
texts in seventy-five disciplines span-
ning the humanities, social sciences,
and natural sciences. MN began its
relationship with JSTOR as early
as 1999, when all back issues of the
journal were digitized for inclusion
on the platform. Available in the
most affordable, basic subscription
package (Arts & Sciences I), today
MN is one of some 2,600 academic
journals represented in the digital
library, with all issues except for
those published in the past five years
(which are kept behind a so-called
moving wall) accessible. With its
coverage of MN thus going all the
way back to the very beginning,
JSTOR, moreover, also functions as
the journal’s archive.*

Project MUSE, also a not-for-
profit organization, was established
in 1995 as a collaborative effort of
Johns Hopkins University Press and
the Milton S. Eisenhower Library at
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Johns Hopkins University. Today it
offers full-text versions of academic
journals from many of the world’s
leading universities and scholarly
societies, with an array of over 674
journals from 125 publishers as well
as over 50,000 books in the human-
ities and social sciences.® MN
embarked on its partnership with
Project MUSE with the support of
the International Scholarly Commu-
nication Initiative (SPARC Japan),**
which chose MN in 2003 as the only
journal among its publishing partners
outside of mathematics, technology,
and the hard sciences. In the case of
Project MUSE as well, the journal
is included in the most affordable
and basic subscription packages (the
Basic Research and Basic College
collections). Since 2005, Project
MUSE has made each issue of MN
available electronically as soon as
it appears in print; thus it provides
access to more recent content than
does JSTOR. The two services
complement each other, together
providing access to all issues of the
journal.

Comparison with Other Journals

Citation indexes and impact factor—
long considered buzzwords mainly
of interest to institutional adminis-
trators and libraries—have obvious
and serious flaws in their ability to
assess and convey the “impact” of
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journals such as MN in a meaningful
way. Designed for the STEM disci-
plines, they have nevertheless made
their way across those disciplinary
boundaries into the habitats of the
social sciences and humanities, and
their presence is such that journal
publishers in these fields cannot
simply ignore them. The use and
misuse of the one-size-fits-all met-
rics employed by citation indexes to
measure the performance of schol-
arly output is a subject that has been
discussed at length, and hopefully
the future will bring improved meth-
ods that say something more realistic
and, again, meaningful about the
“impact” of a journal.® In the mean-
time, the approach offered here based
on alternative data may better reflect
the particularities of Japan studies,
MN’s own area of specialization
within the humanities.

Though the available informa-
tion is limited and any interpretations
must be made with caution, one
helpful set of data is MN’s rank-
ing on electronic platforms in the
field of Asian studies. Measured by
usage (i.e., views and downloads
combined) on JSTOR over the past
decade, MN ranked first among
Japan studies journals and within the
top ten among Asian studies journals
overall; moreover, it ranked highest
among journals publishing primarily
in the humanities as well as journals
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focusing only on one country; see
figure 4.1. For the available MUSE
data, MN ranked eighth for the over-
all span of ten years among the top
twenty Asian studies journals; see
figure 4.2.

While the statistics available to
the journal do not reveal how MN
compares, in terms of electronic
usage, with journals that represent
the humanities and social sciences
at large, this question can instead be
approached by looking at usage data
from MN’s home institution, Sophia
University. Figures 4.3 and 4.4 pro-
vide such comparisons for the past
three years, starting with usage by
the Sophia community via JSTOR
followed by that via Project MUSE.

Among the top ten within the
Sophia community, MN’s stand-
ing within JSTOR is far above that
of journals in disciplines outside of
Asian studies, such as foreign- and
second-language instruction, English
literature, and linguistics. Taken
together, the above four figures
demonstrate that MN holds a strong
position not only in the field of Japan
studies (figures 4.1 and 4.2) and in
the humanities more broadly (figure
4.3), but also vis-a-vis journals in the
social sciences (figure 4.4).

One might suspect that the high
ranking of the journal is simply a
reflection of the data being from
MN’s home institution. To consider
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- Figure 4.2. Top twenty Asian studies
Rank Journal Title Total Usage journals available on Project MUSE in
1 Journal VI 413,728 terms of usage (views and downloads)
2 Journal VIII 399 973 during the period 2008 to 2018. Data
2 provided by Project MUSE on 13 Feb-
3 Journal 111 326,111 ruary 2019,
4 Journal VII 253,675 20084F 7~ 5 20184F % T 0 ] [ 1= Project
MUSEZ i U7=FH (B%E - ¥ o v
5 | Journal V 211,506 B 1) BIED S o 7 T
6 | Journal XVI 186,705 B3 172078, 7 — #42HE5E ¢ Project
7 | Journal I 173,675 MUSE (2019421 130).,
8 | Monumenta Nipponica 146,768
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}? ;Ouma} g{VH }32}2 BT BRIAME T — 4 %
ourna , e N - L e
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13 | Journal I 88.156 DInd, 43, %4.4@1@1@%

14 | Journal XIX 71,625 SEMD [F=a XA F =

12 ;Oumai ifi/ ‘3‘3{)23 =71 LxothoiiEs CD%'

ourna , ) _
17| Journal XIII 27915 Eﬁﬁﬁ Y a—F)
18 | Journal XII 25463 | DURSNTND, b
19 | Journal XVIII 24,883 JSTOR, Project MUSE#% 3t U
20 | Journal XXI 20,024 T ERE R E T L A
HEnsHEEEOF| IR %
MN’s reach, or impact, and to exclude RbOLIZHDOTHS,
the phenomenon of “home-team advan- F— X 51k, ISTOR% i@ U CH
tage,” it will be helpful to examine AR DL o 72 EAL10FED 72T
statistics on the journal’s online reader- b, [E=aArvy -=R="] 0
ship worldwide utilizing data provided FIHEEDS, 7T ArgeEESS (ShE
S

directly by JSTOR and Project MUSE.

Electronic Usage of the Journal in
Recent Years

Various statistics are available on elec-
tronic usage of MN content, including
data on access overall as well as that
broken down by institution, geographic
location, and more. First, a look at over-
all usage: Figures 4.5 and 4.6 show the
number of times that MN content has
been accessed using JSTOR and Proj-
ect MUSE, respectively, over the span
of more than one decade.
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. ; Views and

Rank Journal Usage via JSTOR in 2016 Downloads
1 | Monumenta Nipponica 806
2 | PMLA 404
3 | Nineteenth-Century Fiction 356
4 | ELH 324
5 | Studies in English Literature, 1500-1900 312
6 | Linguistic Inquiry 309
7 | Japanese Journal of Religious Studies 307
8 | The Journal of Asian Studies 292
9 | The Modern Language Journal 286
10 | Journal of Japanese Studies 258
Ronk JoUmalU Sz Vid I STORNNIZ01 Ve 2
Downloads

1 Monumenta Nipponica 1,468
2 Japanese Journal of Religious Studies 686
3 Journal of Japanese Studies 490
4 The Journal of Asian Studies 396
5 The Modern Language Journal 381
6 PMLA 369
7 Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 357
8 Linguistic Inquiry 333
9 Studies in English Literature, 1500—1900 278
10 | Asian Survey 271
Rank Journal Usage via JSTOR in 2018 Vi el
Downloads

1 Monumenta Nipponica 2,444
2 Japanese Journal of Religious Studies 459
3 The American Economic Review 429
4 Journal of Japanese Studies 423
5 The Journal of Asian Studies 400
6 Asian Survey 333
7 The Modern Language Journal 328
8 International Migration Review 297
9 PMLA 295
10 | International Organization 272

Figure 4.3. Top ten journals in terms of usage (views and downloads) via JSTOR at the Sophia University
Library during the years noted. Data provided by the Sophia University Library 13 September 2018 and 13

November 2019.
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. . Views and

Rank Journal Usage via JSTOR in 2016 Downloads
1 Monumenta Nipponica 806
2 | PMLA 404
3 Nineteenth-Century Fiction 356
4 | ELH 324
5 Studies in English Literature, 1500—1900 312
6 | Linguistic Inquiry 309
7 | Japanese Journal of Religious Studies 307
8 | The Journal of Asian Studies 292
9 | The Modern Language Journal 286
10 | Journal of Japanese Studies 258
Rank Journal Usage via JSTOR in 2017 s
Downloads

1 Monumenta Nipponica 1,468
2 Japanese Journal of Religious Studies 686
3 Journal of Japanese Studies 490
4 The Journal of Asian Studies 396
5 The Modern Language Journal 381
6 PMLA 369
7 Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 357
8 Linguistic Inquiry 333
9 Studies in English Literature, 1500-1900 278
10 | Asian Survey 271
Rank Journal Usage via JSTOR in 2018 Views and
Downloads

1 Monumenta Nipponica 2,444
2 Japanese Journal of Religious Studies 459
3 The American Economic Review 429
4 Journal of Japanese Studies 423
5 The Journal of Asian Studies 400
6 Asian Survey 333
7 The Modern Language Journal 328
8 International Migration Review 297
9 PMLA 295
10 International Organization 272

Figure 4.4. Top ten journals in terms of usage (views and downloads) via Project MUSE at the Sophia Univer-
sity Library during the years noted. Data provided by the Sophia University Library 13 September 2018 and
13 November 2019.
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Figure 4.5. JSTOR access figures showing the annual number of views and downloads of MN content during
the period January 2009 to October 2019. Data provided by JSTOR on 5 November 2019.
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Figure 4.6. Project MUSE access figures showing the annual number of views and downloads of MN content
during the period January 2009 to October 2019. Data provided by Project MUSE on 18 November 2019.
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As illustrated in these figures,
views and downloads of MN’s con-
tent (including articles, book reviews,
and other material) have been steady
and/or increasing on JSTOR and
Project MUSE over roughly the past
decade. For the period from January
2009 to October 2019, the number
of these views and downloads on
JSTOR exceeded 1.7 million, with a
subscriber base of more than 10,000
institutions. On Project MUSE,
meanwhile, total views and down-
loads of MN content over the decade
has been more than 170,000, with
more than 6,500 subscribing insti-
tutions. (It should be borne in mind
here not only that Project MUSE
has fewer subscribers but also that it
provides access only to MN content
published from 2005 onward.)

Figure 4.7 presents a compari-
son between overall usage of MN in
recent years via JSTOR and Project
MUSE and usage via these platforms
with the subset of data from Sophia
University for those same years.
In light of these numbers it can be
seen that, as expected, not only is the
journal’s impact not just local (with
Sophia accounting for less than 2
percent of total usage via JSTOR and
less than 5 percent of total usage via
Project MUSE)), but rather it extends
far beyond that of a departmental
publication (kiyo) or research group
journal (gakkaishi). The data show
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S Project Uii(i/r:rlg?ty
JSToR | SIORUniverstys| S Brajeet S SVTSE | Proportion
Sophia | Proportion | MUSE .
Year Overall N Sophia of Total
University | of Total Overall N .
Access University Project
Access JSTOR Access
Access MUSE
Access
Access
2016 142,892 806 0.56% 14,720 601 4.08%
2017 153,932 1,468 0.95% 16,624 595 3.58%
2018 153,601 2,444 1.59% 19,226 936 4.87%

Figure 4.7. Comparison of MN access (views and downloads) based on data provided by JSTOR and Project
MUSE with that based on data provided by the Sophia University Library, 2016-2018. (Data sets underlying

figures 4.3-4.6.)
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that MN is indeed the leading journal
in the Japan studies field.

Giving yet another perspec-
tive on MN’s global versus local
impact, figures 4.8 and 4.9 show the
numbers of institutions by region
(including universities, community
colleges, for-profit colleges, second-
ary schools, and libraries) that made
use of MN via JSTOR and Project
MUSE during roughly the same
interval.

As indicated in the two figures,
large research universities in North
America, Asia, and Western Europe
are the leading subscribers to MN’s
electronic version.

Amore visual way of understand-
ing MN’s global reach is through a
depiction of the data on maps. The
darker-shaded regions in figures
4.10 and 4.11 indicate that usage is
especially high in the United States.
The maps also show, however, that
substantial
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Figure 4.8. Number of institutions in each region accessing (viewing or downloading) MN
content via JSTOR during the period January 2009 to October 2019. Institutions in regions
outside the top three together account for 8 to 10 percent of usage. Data provided by JSTOR
on 5 November 2019.
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Figure 4.9. Number of institutions in each region accessing (viewing or downloading) MN
content via Project MUSE during the period January 2009 to October 2019. Institutions in
regions outside the top three together account for 8 to 10 percent of usage. Data provided
by Project MUSE on 18 November 2019.
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usage in various other parts of the
world, something that can perhaps
be attributed to a general expansion
in the field of Japan studies and to
efforts by JSTOR and Project MUSE
to offer journal collections meeting a
wide range of needs and budgets.

One more method of demonstrat-
ing the impact of MN on the field,
in particular in terms of the journal’s
enduring value, is to inspect usage
data broken down by the year of
publication of the content that was
accessed. Figures 4.12 and 4.13
show how frequently MN content
published in particular years has
been viewed or downloaded over the
past decade. It will be noticed that
popularity appears to trail off rather
sharply for newer content on the
JSTOR platform, but here two fac-
tors already mentioned above should
be bome in mind. First, Project
MUSE began providing MN content
on its website in 2005, giving those
interested in accessing this material
an additional option for doing so.
And because of JSTOR’s moving
wall Project MUSE makes this mate-
rial available sooner.

Most notably, the above two
figures corroborate the observation
that the age of MN content—i.e.,
the number of years since its pub-
lication—is by no means a liability
in terms of the interest in that con-
tent shown by readers. In other
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words, it seems that certain content
(whether an article, a translation, or a
book review) remains popular even
decades after it was first published—
an indication of both the quality and
the long-term value of this material
as recognized by the journal’s read-
ers. This longevity is an important
characteristic that distinguishes the
type of research published in MN
from that published in some fields
where the relevance of research is
generally thought to diminish over
time.

When considered together, the
statistics presented above stand as
evidence of MN’s impact on its
readers. In more general terms,
this alternative data represents an
approach to evaluating journal
impact in the distinct field of Japan
studies with a focus on the human-
ities.
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5. Japan Studies as Seen through MN
[FE=a A&« =R=7] 2@ U TH5H AR

Japan studies emerged and then came
into its own as a distinct academic field
in Western countries in the first half of
the twentieth century.®® Together with
the expansion of university programs
in this new discipline came an increase
in the number of journals dealing with
Japan. And alongside journals such as
MN and the Harvard Journal of Asi-
atic Studies (established in 1937), both
published by academic institutions,
there appeared The Far Eastern Quar-
terly, which was founded in 1941 and
then changed its name to the Journal
of Asian Studies (1956) under the helm
of the Association for Asian Studies
in Ann Arbor, Michigan. These three
journals became the chief forums for
academic specialists writing in English.

Following the disruptions caused
by World War 11, it took time for the
departments of Japanology at various
universities in Europe to reestablish
themselves, and hence the field devel-
oped more quickly in the United States.
One more general obstacle faced by
the discipline in Western countries was
the notion—still prevalent in the 1970s
despite the enormous increase in the
number of publications in the field—
that Japanology was an exotic “ivory
tower” pursuit. This changed when
Japan emerged onto the international
scene as a key economic competitor,
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resulting in demand for experts who
could explain the country to outsiders;
in particular there was a need for Japan
specialists working in the social sci-
ences, but those in the humanities also
gained in popularity.’” With this new
demand, since the 1970s various new
journals such as the Journal of Japa-
nese Studies (US; established 1974)
and Japan Forum (UK; established
1989) have come onto the scene, fur-
ther contributing to the enrichment of
scholarship.®® It remains to be seen how
the increasing demonstration of lead-
ership by Asian universities in global
academia will reflect on journal culture.

Popular Fields

MN is the oldest fully academic journal
in the field of Japan studies. As such,
its history and content over the decades
can tell us many things about devel-
opments in the field as a whole—an
area study centered on the humanities.
Given the broad range of subject areas
covered by the journal in its research
articles, translations of Japanese pri-
mary sources into Western languages,
and reviews of scholarly books (see fig-
ure 5.1 for a breakdown), let us consider
first the disciplines and their distribu-
tion. Figure 5.2 shows MN articles by
subject as percentages of the 1,090 arti-
cles published to date and demonstrates
that the vision of MN’s founders—that
the journal would address a variety of
cultural matters related to Japan—has
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Law, 2%

Sociology, 2%

Anthropology, 1%
Business & Economics,
1%

Bibliography, 1%
Geography, 1%

Figure 5.2. Published MN articles by broadly defined subject category from the journal’s inception to the
present (through issue 74:1). Articles whose subjects are represented by fewer than 5 percent of the total
are grouped under “miscellaneous.” See also the MN website, where the dropdown menu on the search
function accommodates a more ﬁne-gramed selection of subjects.
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been amply fulfilled. At the same time,
the figure also shows that literature, his-
tory, and religion and philosophy are
the most represented fields.

Since MN’s inception the field of
Japan studies has grown rapidly, and the
diversity of its contributors has likewise
expanded. Editors at the journal have
worked hard to reach out to this wide
assortment of authors. From figure 5.3
one can get a better sense of how prom-
inently different subjects have featured
in MN at different points in its history.
Yet it is also clear that literature and his-
tory have remained popular throughout.

Women Writing
Another change of the past decades is
the improvement in the gender imbal-

ance among contributors. Sophia
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University did not start admitting
women as students until 1957, and
it was another forty years before the
first woman, Kate Wildman Nakai,
occupied a management role at MN.
Yet since 1997, a woman has been
editor or coeditor of the journal for
all but five issues. Interestingly,
while the absence of contributions
from women is notable in the very
early years of MN, nonetheless the
first article in the journal authored by
a woman appeared in 1952, by the
aforementioned MN secretary Lucy
S. Ito with her contribution on Japa-
nese confraternities.” The discussion
that follows casts a spotlight on two
female scholars who authored arti-
cles for MN in the 1950s, relatively
early in the journal’s history: Eta
Harich-Schneider (1897-1986) and
Carmen Blacker (1924-2009).

Eta Harich-Schneider was a Ger-
man musician and musicologist as
well as a trained harpsichord player.
She taught from 1933 at the Music
Academy in Berlin but apparently
had to leave in 1939 after disagree-
ments with a colleague. Arriving in
Japan in May 1941 for a three-month
visit, Harich-Schneider was com-
pelled to remain until 1949 because
of wartime developments. She added
many more concerts to her original
tour and managed to get a position
in Osaka to teach music while study-
ing the country’s language and its
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music.”’ In addition to several book
reviews, she authored three articles
for MN, including a lengthy study
on the medieval court songs of Japan
that was published in four install-
ments; this article was republished as
an MN Monograph in 1965.”!

Often described as an iconic
figure in the field of Japan studies,
Carmen Blacker played a crucial
role in the development of the field
in England. She was a pioneer in
research on Japanese folklore and
religion, with an interest in Japan
that had been fostered from a young
age; for a time during World War II
she worked as a code breaker for the
British military. Blacker was a lec-
turer at Cambridge University for
thirty-six years and also maintained
ties with the Sainsbury Institute
for the Study of Japanese Arts and
Cultures—an institute to which she
left an endowment and that holds
a memorial lecture series in her
name.” Her first publication in MN,
a translation of a text by Fukuzawa
Yukichi, the founder of Keio Uni-
versity, appeared in 1953; she later
wrote a book about Fukuzawa.” In
all she made three contributions to
the journal, two of which were trans-
lations of Fukuzawa’s writings and
one an analysis of his thought on
family relationships.”*

Women now provide a signif-
icant proportion of the content of
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MN, as shown in figures 5.4 and
5.5, reflecting changes not just in
the journal but also in academia at
large.” While there is still a long way
to go, the tendency for more articles
to be penned by women in the recent
past may indicate a brighter future.

An MN Niche: Translations
Translations have always played a
prominent role in the journal (see
figure 5.1), especially given MN’s
original multilingual format, and they
serve as a crucial means of fostering
dialogue and sharing ideas across
languages and cultures. Following
a long-standing tradition, MN main-
tains its commitment to providing a
platform for translations of important
Japanese literary texts and historical
sources. The more than three hun-
dred translations published over the
course of the journal’s eighty-year
history represent a niche that MN has
come to occupy and an accomplish-
ment that contributes to the journal’s
outstanding position among the
many Japan studies journals that are
available today. Figure 5.6 lists the
authors of primary sources that have
been translated in the pages of MN
with the greatest frequency over the
course of the journal’s history. Pop-
ular and timeless themes among the
translated texts include drama, litera-
ture, and poetry.

Two prominent translators in
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No. of Years : . .
Translated Author . Selection of Works by This Author Translated in MN
Items | Published
. 5 Akogi, Ebira, Juroku bushii, Kakyo, Kanehira,
Zeami (Kanze Motokiyo) 20 1939-1993 Kazuraki, Obasute, Sakuragawa
. ; Kanzan Jittoku, Maihime, Moso, Okitsu Yagoemon no
Mori Ogai N 1970-1975 isho, Suginohara Shina, Takasebune
Dol Ot 3 1967-1969 Asa, Chtch.z, Haha, Mangan, Matsu, Sange, Yuki no yo
no hanashi
S Gen-oji, Haru no tori, Kogai, Shi, Take no kido,
Kunikida Doppo 8 1969-1972 Takibi, Shojikimono
Kamo no Mabuchi 6 1939-2008 Kokuika, Nnmz.znabz, Toshi goi no matsuri, Uta no
kokoro no uchi
Ueda Akinari 6 1938-1996 Hankai, thramme3 Tandai shoshin roku (selections),
Ugetsu monogatari
Motoori Norinags 5 1939-2003 Alfo gtshtden., Naobi no mitama, Tamakushige,
Uiyamabumi
Akutagawa Ry@inosuke 5 1968-2011 Futari Korr.la_cht, Hyottoko, Saiho no hito, Saru kani
kassen, Shiso
Sogi 5 1978-2016 Oi no .su_vamt, Tsukushi no michi no ki, Yuyama sangin
hyakuin
Shiga Naoya 4 1957-1977 Hai iro no tsuki, Horibata no sumai, Kamisori,
Manazuru
Kamo no Chomei 4 1968-1992 | Hosshinshi, Jikkinsho, Mumyosho
Nishida Kitard 4 1970-1996 | Bi no setsumei, Sekai shin chitsujo no genri
Kaneko Kentard 4 1982-1982 | (Kaneko correspondence)
Zenchiku 4 1995-1996 | Rokurin ichiro treatises

Figure 5.6. List of original authors whose texts have most frequently been translated in MN.
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the early years of the journal, both
working from Japanese into Ger-
man, were Henrich Dumoulin and
(1884-1963).
Dumoulin contributed twelve trans-
lations from 1938 to 1958, including
those of works by Edo-period poets
Kamo no Mabuchi and Kada no
Azumamaro, while over roughly the
same period Bohner contributed ten,

Hermann Bohner

including translations of biographies
on officials such as Tachibana no
Hayanari from the Heian period and
Wake no Kiyomaro from the Nara
period.”

In the years that followed, nota-
included Mark J.
Nearman and Jay Rubin, with the

ble translators

first contributing nine translations
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and the second, seven during the periods
1978-1996 and 1970-1979, respectively.
Nearman’s translations were of the writ-
ings of two key figures in the Japanese
worlds of noh acting and playwriting,
Zeami and Zenchiku. Rubin’s were of
literary texts by the important modern
writers Natsume Soseki and Kunikada
Doppo. Translators Thomas E. Swann,
David J. Brudnoy, and David A. Dilworth
also made significant contributions to the
journal, with six translations each during
the late 1960s to early 1970s. They, too,
focused on modern Japanese literature,
providing translations of works by clas-
sic modern authors such as Kunikida
Doppo (Swann), Dazai Osamu (Brudnoy,
Swann), Akutagawa Rytinosuke (Swann),
and Mori Ogai (Dilworth, William
Ritchie Wilson). Dilworth also trans-
lated philosophical writings by modern
thinkers such as Nishida Kitard, Watsuji
Tetsurd, and Tanabe Hajime.

In more recent years, translations
published in MN have moved away
from literary and toward historical texts.
Charlotte von Verschuer, with three con-
tributions from 1999 to 2007, translated
material from an important source on pre-
modern Japan’s foreign relations, Zenrin
Kokuhoki. And in the period from 2000 to
2008 MN published, in three installments,
translations by Anna Beerens of sections
from the Kyigi Shimonroku—a collection
of interviews with former bakufu officials
from the Meiji period.
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Book Reviews

One noticeable trend has been an increase
over time in the percentage of each vol-
ume’s pages accounted for by book
reviews (see figure 5.1). The journal has
published close to three thousand book
reviews to date. In early volumes the pro-
portion was smaller, and the rising trend
over the past fifteen years or so is a wel-
come indication of the increasing number
of books on topics related to Japan and
Japanese culture and, again, a reflec-
tion of MN’s commitment to promoting
awareness of outstanding scholarship.
Typically, many more fine books are pub-
lished in a given year than we are able
to cover—a situation that is in one sense
regrettable but in another pleasing, since it
is a very good sign that the field of Japan
studies is still growing in the twenty-first

century.

This chapter has looked at the field of
Japan studies through the lens of MN,
focusing on the nature of the journal’s
content and its authors over the decades.
Some of the statistics examined earlier
(figures 4.12 and 4.13) point clearly to
the enduring quality of MN’s content:
articles, translations, and even some book
reviews published in the journal remain
useful and therefore used long after they
first appeared. MN’s translations in partic-
ular are of constant value for researchers
and also serve as important material for
educators in the classroom. The data in
figure 4.12 on usage via JSTOR, which
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functions as the journal’s archive and
provides access to all but its most recent
content, are especially revealing in this
regard, as they clearly demonstrate that
today’s scholars and students continue to
turn to material published in MN’s earli-
est issues.

This is in part a reflection of the fact
that scholarship in the humanities tends
to have a longer shelf life than that in
the social sciences. Additionally, data on
usage not only via JSTOR but also via
Project MUSE, which provides access
to the journal’s latest content, show that
MN ranks high among journals in Japan
studies and in the humanities overall as
well as vis-a-vis social science journals
(figures 4.1-4.4); moreover, the journal’s
impact in terms of usage is more than just
local (figure 4.7). Part of MN’s strength
comes from the wide range of disciplines
it represents within its area of special-
ization. The breadth of the journal’s
coverage can be seen in figure 5.7, which
depicts the menu of subjects listed within
the search function of the MN website.
This search function was designed to
assist scholars and students in more eas-
ily locating material of particular interest
from among the journal’s eighty years of
content across multiple disciplines. Hope-
fully even small efforts such as this will
contribute over time to further expansion
of the Japan studies field as a whole.
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Figure 5.7. The MN website search function, including its dropdown menu of subjects indicating the many
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Science
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disciplines represented in the journal.
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THE FUTURE

The journal’s function is to provide a forum for conversation within the intellectual
community of authors and readers. Its success thus depends on its ability to serve the
community’s needs, which may change over time. What will those needs look like in
the future?

The field of Japan studies is multidisciplinary, embracing areas of the humanities
such as history, literature, religion, arts, and cultural studies, and also of the social
sciences such as political science, anthropology, sociology, and economics. For many
decades the crossing of traditional disciplinary boundaries was considered valuable
and positive in providing new methods and approaches to the production of knowl-
edge. The launch of MN was a product of this vision.

Of late, however, the purpose and value of area studies have come to be widely
debated. One important point of discussion is the notion of “place.” Most institutions
in Europe and North America consider area studies to be on the periphery of more tra-
ditional disciplines, embedded in paradoxically named “centers” for Asian studies and
the like. But scholars have complicated relationships to these “centers.” Conducting
research in these “ivory tower” environments can be a cause of unease particularly
among junior scholars who may face limited job opportunities. But for those scholars
who are based in Japan, it is often the case that Japan studies—or Asian studies in gen-
eral—is central to their missions, at least in some areas of the humanities and social
sciences. Place definitely matters.

MN is produced in Japan at a Japanese university, but most readers and authors
are from institutions in Europe and North America, a situation that has been facilitated
by the digital transformation of the last decades. And partly because of this transfor-
mation scholars worldwide are now seeking to discover how geospatial differences
affect, and are affected by, intellectual discourse. The journal’s location at the inter-
section of two divergent concepts of “Japan studies” makes it an ideal forum for this
important ongoing dialogue.

A symposium on 6 October 2018 on area studies was only one step of many that
the journal has taken and will continue to take in order to provide you, MN’s contrib-
utors and readers, with a platform for the intellectual investigations that will enrich
our lives. As time goes on, the publishing world as a whole faces the need to address
such issues as growing calls for open access and for publishing formats that are in step
with the latest technologies. What these issues portend for MN is still unclear, but the
inspiration to be gained from the journal’s rich eighty-year history gives good reason
to hope that felicitous solutions will be found for whatever new challenges MN may
face.
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Afterword

Editing a journal means dividing one’s attention between getting the next issue out and
pushing forward the multiple processes necessary to ensure the smooth publication of
future issues. That in the midst of this constant challenge the current MN editorial staff
has succeeded in putting together these insightful reflections on the journal’s past and
future is a cause for celebration and congratulations. From the perspective of someone
who certainly was not there at the beginning but witnessed or was involved in a con-
siderable number of MN’s middle years, the account illuminates several noteworthy
points.

First is the magnitude of Sophia University’s commitment to publication of Monu-
menta Nipponica. When the journal was inaugurated in 1938 and for several decades
thereafter, Sophia was in a precarious situation. Its student body and faculty were tiny,
it had limited resources, and it faced many difficulties, as detailed in the preceding
pages. Few institutions in its circumstances would have undertaken or continued
the publication of a journal such as MN, neither a kiyo (departmental publication)
intended primarily as a medium for disseminating research by the home institution’s
faculty nor the organ of an academic association supported by its members’ dues.
MN’s founders were inspired by a more ambitious purpose: the journal was to serve
as a platform open to the worldwide community of researchers engaged in the study of
Japan, with submissions welcome regardless of personal affiliation. Much larger and
more stable today, Sophia now occupies a respected position among Japan’s private
universities. Even so, sustaining MN’s staffing and production requires a substantial
ongoing outlay.

The field of Japanese studies thus owes Sophia a deep debt of gratitude for the
university’s unwavering support, as do all those involved in MN’s publication. At the
same time, MN has also been a key instrument for realizing the university’s mission
of “bringing the world together” through the pursuit and transmission of knowledge.
All gain from the relationship.

Thinking of MN as helping to foster the mission of “bringing the world together”
makes one ponder anew its distinctive place among journals on Asian studies. It is
based in Japan at a Japanese university, but it has evolved as an English-language
journal read predominantly overseas. Most of its authors, reviewers, and readers come
from English-speaking countries, but it also reaches a significant audience in Euro-
pean and other countries where English is not the first language. These circumstances
present MN with the opportunity to serve as a mediator between different voices and
academic traditions and to try to encourage communication between them.

Abstract and grandiose as this goal may sound, it calls attention to some specific
implications of MN’s shift in the 1960s to English as the sole language of publica-
tion. That shift facilitated maintaining editorial consistency and the journal’s overall
coherence and quality, but it also has meant that special effort is needed to enable con-
tributions by researchers who are not native English speakers or trained in an English-
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language environment. How can one best assist potential contributors of this back-
ground to present their findings in a manner that adheres to English-language con-
ventions but accommodates the character of the academic environment in which the
author is grounded? This is something that requires much hard work and goodwill on
the part of editor and author alike.

Ironically one of the greatest challenges in this area has been developing a larger
place for contributions by specialists on Japan based in the Japanese academic world,
whether written originally in English or translated from Japanese. We may hope that
the growing demand from various directions for internationalization of the Japanese
academic environment will have positive consequences here. The demand perhaps
will spur a greater number of researchers in Japan to embark on the adventure of pre-
senting their findings to an audience more diverse than that to which they are accus-
tomed, and it should heighten awareness of the importance of institutional and finan-
cial support for such efforts. MN’s cumulative hands-on experience in turn positions it
to play a major role in moves for increased publication in English of research on Japan
generated within Japan.

The ups and downs MN experienced in its first eighty years show that sustaining
a periodical publication is never easy. Yet the problems faced by MN (and all similar
journals) today seem mild compared to those it confronted in its first decades. The
digital age into which MN has now entered poses new difficulties, but surely it offers
many bright opportunities as well.

Kate Wildman Nakai
Chief Editor, 1997-2010
15 January 2020
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Notes

The content of this section is based on Miiller, ‘“P. Johannes B. Kraus™; “In Memoriam:
Fr. Johannes B. Kraus, S.J., 1892-1946”; Cooper, “Sixty Monumental Years”; Jochi
Daigaku shi shiryoshii, pp. 133-36; Rogendorufu/Roggendorf, Jochi Daigaku gojiinen-
shi, pp. 113—16; Kozai Yoshishige, Kozai Yoshishige chosakushii, pp. 215-18.

According to a short note in Aus dem Lande der aufgehenden Sonne 13 (September
1931), the idea behind the society, which was to hold meetings every three weeks, was
to start with Plato and Aristotle and then move on to Augustine and Aquinas in order to
expose its members to a “healthy catholic philosophy” (p. 160).

The lecture series was part of the Catholic Information Center, started by Johannes Laures
and Herman Heuvers in 1937 (Rogendorufu/Roggendorf, Jochi Daigaku gojiinenshi, pp.
110-13).

Cooper, “Sixty Monumental Years,” p. 3.

Miiller, “P. Johannes B. Kraus,” p. 489. There are various versions about this: Theodor
Geppert mentions that it was the dream of one of the founders of Sophia University,
Joseph Dahlmann (1861-1930), to have a Catholic cultural review; Geppert, Early
Years, p. 94. Peter Milward mentions that the Superior General in 1936 had entrusted this
endeavor to Kraus; Milward, “History of Sophia,” p. 69.

For accounts in Latin by Kraus and others see Jochi Daigaku shi shiryoshii, pp. 28995
(in Japanese, pp. 123-27). These accounts give no details about the collaborators Kraus
was seeking in Europe; according to the Latin version there were some two hundred indi-
viduals involved.

Kraus, “Katorikku Daigiten.”

At Kraus’s Plato-Aristoteles Society Kozai Yoshishige met Miki Kiyoshi and Tosaka
Jun for the first time. In 1931, the group’s name changed to the Hegel Society in con-
nection with Hegel’s hundredth anniversary. Kozai, Kozai Yoshishige chosakushii, pp.
216-17. Kraus asked Kozai to join the team of translators in 1935. Kozai, Kuraki jidai no
teikoshatachi, pp. 114-20. For a short description by Joseph Roggendorf of his work on
the encyclopedia and with these men, see Roggendorf, Between Different Cultures, pp.
83-84.

“Programm einer mehrsprachigen Vierteljahreszeitschrift” [ca. 1936], kept in the Sophia
University Archives; Cooper, “Sixty Monumental Years,” p. 3.

10 Van Gulik, “In Memoriam: Frank Hawley (1906-1961),” p. 436, n. 3. The choice of

“Nipponica” is given yet a different explanation in another recollection: “In Memoriam:
Fr. Johannes B. Kraus, S.J., 1892-1946,” p. ii, relates that “Monumenta was to guarantee
the serious historical background; Nipponica, not Japonica, to indicate an open mind for
modern ideas; and a Latin title to bring out the international character of the review.”

11 Hulsew¢, “R. H. Van Gulik (1910-1967)”; Kenrick, Century of Western Studies of Japan,

pp- 215-16.

12 “Programm einer mehrsprachigen Vierteljahreszeitschrift.”
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13 The requirements for full university status included 500,000 yen as the basic deposit plus
100,000 yen for each of the university’s additional faculties. Since 1910, in response to
a petition by Joseph Dahlmann, German bishops had collected funds for a Japanese uni-
versity, and by 4 December 1910 these funds stood at approximately 300,000 marks. The
money was entrusted to the bishop in Fulda, where it was loaned out; owing to hyperinfla-
tion, it lost all of its value (ARSI Jap 1002-X V1], 6). For details about the loans, see ARSI
Jap 1002-XVII, 18.

14 Geppert, Early Years, p. 80. The term “only” here is crucial since it is meant to allude to
ongoing plans to sell land in Yotsuya in exchange for a larger parcel in outer Tokyo (in
Nishi Ogikubo). Since profits from the sale would not be realized all at once, but only in
installments, the university would still be short of the 600,000 yen needed for the deposit
without further funds from Rome. For the full account around the history of Sophia Uni-
versity remaining in its current location, see Mohr, “Die Japan-Mission der Jesuiten.”

15 Material kept in Sophia University Archives. The loan was paid back in the early 1950s
(Geppert, Early Years, p. 82).

16 For details about the context of the incident, see Nakai, “Coming to Terms with ‘Rev-
erence at Shrines’”’; for a brief summary see Sophia University’s website: https://www
.sophia.ac.jp/eng/aboutsophia/history/websophia.html; see also Geppert, Early Years, pp.

83-92.

17 According to Max von Kiienburg in his report to Rome, 4 January 1933, Kraus—through
Sophia University’s program in journalism (established in 1932)—had many links to
leading journalists who promised to write positive articles about Sophia University; their
praise would of necessity be indirect, since pressure then being placed on the press by the
Ministry of War made it impossible for them to be more forthright (ARSI Jap 1005-111,
9).

18 See Sophia University’s website: https://www.sophia.ac.jp/eng/aboutsophia/history/we
bsophia.html. For 1934, see Kiienberg’s report to Rome, 3 July 1934 (ARSI Jap 1005-1V,
34). Geppert, Early Years, p. 93, relates that in April 1934 new applicants for the full-time
university course numbered only 38 (with 240 seats available), while total new appli-
cants, including those for the night school program and preparatory division, numbered
201 (with 1,020 spots available); for yet other numbers, see Jochi Daigaku shi shiryoshi,
p. 43.

19 KBS, which was established in 1934, purchased two hundred copies per issue from 1938
to 1943. Historia Domus, S] House Archive, 1938; 1941. It was probably Ishida Miki-
nosuke (1891-1974) who created the link to KBS. Ishida was a renowned historian of
East Asia. He graduated from Tokyo Imperial University in 1916 and went on to become
a professor at Kokugakuin University and Nihon University. He also worked to promote
the Toyo Bunko and the KBS. As a council member of ASJ (1936-1937) he was in con-
tact with Kraus. There is no additional information available about the Harada Founda-
tion, but apparently it bought one hundred copies of each issue in the first few years of the
journal’s existence.

20 Bruno Bitter in a letter to the Secretary of the Congregation for Propaganda Fide Celso
Costantini, 30 March 1940 (ARSI Jap 1005-X, 10); Historia Domus, SJ House Archive,
1938, repr. in Jochi Daigaku shi shiryoshii, pp. 296-97. Japan had been part of the
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Society’s Lower German Province from 1921 until 1958, when it established its own
province. (In 1948 Japan became a vice-province.) See also Paul Pfister’s report, 18 May
1949 (ARSI Jap 1006-V, 15).

21 Letter kept in MN office.

22 Kraus, “Aims and Objectives,” MN 1:1 (1938).

23 Cieslik, “In Memoriam: Fr. Johannes Laures, S. J. (1891-1959).”
24 Van Bragt, “In Memoriam: Heinrich Dumoulin (1905-1995).”

25 For more on this well-known Buddhist scholar, see Kitagawa, “Daisetz Teitard Suzuki
(1870-1966); Kenrick, Century of Western Studies of Japan, pp. 181-82.

26 For his collection, see Daniel Clarence Holtom Papers; Haring, “Daniel Clarence Holtom
1884-1962.” Holtom became an ASJ council officer in 1921 (Kenrick, Century of West-
ern Studies of Japan, p. 200).

27 Jansen, “Sir George Sansom: An Appreciation.” Sansom became an ASJ council officer
in 1912 (Kenrick, Century of Western Studies of Japan, p. 372).

28 Biographical data mainly from Tomonobu Ishibashi, “Masaharu Anesaki: Ein kurzes
Lebensbild”; Voss, “Masaharu Anesaki als Historiker des ‘Christlichen Jahrhunderts’”;
Isomae, “Discursive Position of Religious Studies in Japan”; Isomae and Fukazawa, Kin-
dai Nihon ni okeru chishikijin to shitkyo.

29 Joseph Dahlmann was the first Jesuit to become an officer of ASJ (1910).

30 These members were Oscar Carl van Weegmann (1878-1960), Ayusawa Iwao (1894—
1972), and Uekuri Fumio (1901-1985). Kenrick, Century of Western Studies of Japan,
pp. 236-37.

31 Anesaki published five books alone between 1925 and 1932 on the early Christians:
Kirishitan shiimon no hakugai to senpuku (Dobunkan, 1925), Kirishitan kinsei no
shiimatsu (Dobunkan, 1926), Kirishitan dendo no kohai (Dobunkan, 1930), Kirishitan
hakugaishichii no jinbutsu jiseki (Dobunkan, 1930), and Kirishitan shitkyo bungaku
(Dobunkan, 1932).

32 As a note in the Jesuit periodical The Woodstock Letters reports, “Thanks to the support
of Professors Anesaki and Murakami and of Admiral Yamamoto [Shinjird] our Fathers
have been able to establish at the University an institute for research work on the former
missions: Kirishitan Bunka Kenkyusho” (The Woodstock Letters 70:3 [1941], p. 484).

33 About the founding of the Kirishitan Bunko, see Kawamura, “‘Sutefano Yamamoto
Shinjird kanren shiryd’ no kiso ni yosete.”

34 Yanagiya, “Zur Griindung einer neuen Akademie fiir altchristliche Forschung in
Japan.”

35 Kraus in a letter to Rome, 6 February 1939 (ARSI Jap 1005-IX, 14).

36 Kinoshita Mokutard (Ota Masao; 1885-1945), of the medical faculty at Tokyo Imperial
University, who owned an important Valignano collection at the time, also attended the
celebration.
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37 Materials kept in Sophia University Archives. About the Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies, see http://www.tufs.ac.jp/common/archives/fourth.html.

38 Yoshitake, Review of Monumenta Nipponica.
39 Haydon, Review of Monumenta Nipponica.

40 See Asahi shinbun, 14 Oct. 1938, evening edition; Tokyo nichinichi shinbun, 4 July
1939.

41 “Zwei neue japanische Werke.”
42 Roggendorf/Rogendorufu, Jochi Daigaku gojinenshi, p. 114.

43 Kraus in a letter to Rome, 6 February 1939 (ARSI Jap 1005-IX, 14); see also Yanagiya,
“Zur Griindung einer neuen Akademie fiir altchristliche Forschung in Japan.”

44 Bruno Bitter in a letter to the Secretary of the Congregation for Propaganda Fide Celso
Costantini, 30 March 1940 (ARSI Jap 1005-X, 10).

45 Kraus in a letter dated 25 November 1940 (ARSI Jap 1005-X, 39); in his letter dated 6
February 1939 this was not yet the case (ARSI Jap 1005-1X, 14).

46 See Roggendort, Between Different Cultures.

47 For an interpretation of Kraus’s stance regarding the nationalist positions expressed by
German scholars in early issues of MN, see Scheid, “In Search of Lost Essence,” pp.
24647, 251; see also Nakai, “Senjika no Jochi Daigaku,” pp. 113—-17.

48 Kimura, “Publishing Activities in Sophia University,” pp. 285-87. There is almost no
correspondence with Rome available or extant for the years 1941-1943.

49 The only other special issue that was published by MN editors is an MN Monograph. See
Skrzypczak, Japan s Modern Century.

50 Documents kept by the Sophia University Archives; “In Memoriam: Fr. Johannes B.
Kraus, S.J., 1892—-1946,” p. iii. It is not clear what became of the content of the issue that
was apparently in the works for 1944, since the first postwar issue, brought out in 1951,
does not indicate that its content had been prepared at an earlier time.

51 A complete list of monographs in the series (and other books available through MN) is
available on the MN website: https://dept.sophia.ac.jp/monumenta/mn-monographs.php.
Some of the titles that are out of print are available as e-books through Sophia Universi-
ty’s Institutional Repository (Sophia-R) on the university website (https:/digital-archives
.sophia.ac.jp/repository/).

52 For more details about university life, see Roggendorf/Rogendorufu, Jochi Daigaku
gojinenshi, pp. 134-39.

53 Letter by Hugo Lassalle to Superior General dated 24 December 1943 (ARSI Jap 1005-
XI, 56); Geppert, Early Years, pp. 96-98. During the negotiations, from April until
September 1944, students from Koakogyo Daigaku used classrooms at Sophia Univer-
sity.

54 Report by Sam Hill Ray, S.J. (New Orleans Province on board the USS Hamlin), to
Zacheus J. Maher, 6 September 1945 (ARSI Jap 1006-1, 5); report by Paul O’Connor
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69 Minutes from editorial meeting, 16 December 1964 (kept in MN office). Gino Piovesana,
S.J. (1917-1996), and Cieslik attended the meeting as well.
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