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Patriotic Pedagogy explores karuta, a poetry 
card game developed during the Fifteen Year 
War as progressive early childhood pedagogy. 
As karuta became popular as an educational 
toy, educators and publishers soon noted 
karuta’s engaging physical play and short 
slogans and poems made them ideal for 
conveying patriotic ideals to children.  

Including reproductions of the images and 
translations of the poems, Kelly offers an 
analysis of the race, class and gender ideologies 
the cards conveyed, suggesting that these 
seemingly innocuous children’s toys were 
effective tools of a propagandist pedagogy.

Contemporary Japanese female speculative 
fiction writers of novels and manga employ 
the perspectives of aliens, cyborgs, and 
bioengineered entities to critique the social 
realities of women, particularly with respect 
to reproduction, which they also re-imagine 
in radical ways. Harada examines the various 
meanings of (re)production in light of feminist 
and queer studies and offers close readings 
of works by novelists Murata Sayaka, Ōhara 
Mariko, Ueda Sayuri and manga artists Hagio 
Moto and Shirai Yumiko.

The first collection of essays in English on  
The Ise Stories, a canonical literary text ranked 
beside The Tale of Genji. Eleven scholars from 
Japan, North America, and Europe explore the 
historical and political context in which this 
literary court romance was created, or relate 
it to earlier works such as the Man’yōshū and 
later works such as the Genji and noh theater. 
Its medieval commentary tradition is also 
examined, as well as early modern illustrated 
editions and parodies. The collection brings 
cutting-edge scholarship of the very highest 
level to English readers, scholars, and students.

Matsuri and Religion explores festivals in 
Japan through their interconnectedness 
to religious life in both urban and rural 
communities. Each chapter, informed by 
extensive ethnographic engagement, focuses 
on a specific festival to unpack the role of 
religion in collective ritualized activities. With 
attention to contemporary performance and 
historical transformation, the study sheds 
light on understandings of change, identity 
and community, as well as questions regarding 
intangible cultural heritage, tourism, and the 
intersection of religion with politics.
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