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Abstract：In this talk, Dr. Toh provides a critically and
reflexively historicized account of the production of
two recently published book chapters that have as
their background setting the East Asian nation of
Japan. These book chapters concern particularly
interesting, but extremely challenging, undertakings,
etched and documented in print because publishers
and editors wish to have their stories told. One book
chapter relates to English Medium Instruction in a
Japanese university (Toh & Zion, 2025), and the other,
to the teaching of English as a Lingua Franca (Toh &
McBride, 2025). By way of examining the gestational
histories of the production and development of these
two book chapters, Dr. Toh attempts to reflect on the
challenges of English teaching as a whole, and those
of English teaching in a location like Japan in
particular.
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