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Globalization—Light and Darkness
GEORGE Susan

SUMMARY

I see globalization as the source of much more darkness than light.
Internationalism brings light, solidarity brings light, community brings light,
but glogalization, because it is the creation of industrial and financial tran-
snational corporations, is literally leading us to brink of a black hole.

Globalization inevitably transfers wealth from the poor to the rich and
increases inequalities both within and between nations. Globalization shifts
sovereignty from more-or-less democratic States to non-elected, non- °
transparent, non-accountable entities which consider democracy irrelevant
and an obstacle to economic efficiency. Globalization generates far more
losers than winners yet those most respectable for its spread have absolutely
no plan for the losers.

Concerning remedies, the first task is to force decision-makers to recognize
that the current model will necessarily produce and exacerbate poverty,
exclusive and social conflict. Second, one must seek to re-empower commu-
nities and stares while working to institute democratic rules at international
level. A new Bretton Woods Conference is urgently required in this regard
and future attempts to institute the Multilateral Agreement on Investment in
any context should be fought.
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