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Human Rights in Asia

Keizo Yamada

SUMMARY

The main theme of this article is Asian viewpoint of Human Rights.
On the occasion of Jesuit Conference of East Asia on “Human Rights”
26~30 Oct. 1994, I had a chance to prepare a paper for it, and to dialogue
with three Buddhist monks from Cambodia, Korea and Thailand during this
conference.

I would like to introduce the main points of the article.

I . Brief discussion of the status questionis.

IO. Value and Basis of Human Rights.

II. Contents and Meaning of Human Rights.

IV. The reality of the invasion of Human Rights in Asia as well as Japan.
V. The necessity of solidarity at the grass-roots level in Asia for purposes

of protecting the Human Rights.

In my appendix, I would especially like to mention that the solid principles
of the Human Rights as described above could be applied to the world
gavernance of the United Nationstomorrow.
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Human Rights’ Present Situation in Japan
— From the Comments of the U.N. Human
Rights Committee —

Vicente M. Bonet

SUMMARY

In February 1991, to fulfill its obligation under Article 40 of the Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, Japan submitted to the U.N. Human Rights
Committee its third periodic report on the country’s actual implementation of
the same Covenant. The Committee, after considering this report in October
1993, adopted several comments. The present article considers the questions
raised by those comments.

After commending the Japanese Government for the report, the presence of
experts, and of representatives of several non-governmental organizations,
the Committee notes the difficulties experienced by the same Government in
implementing the Covenant. It also notes some positive aspects and improve-
ments in the human rights situation in Japan. Then it points out the principal
subjects of concern, and makes several suggestions and recommendations.

Principal Subjects of Concern

- In case of conflict between the Covenant and domestic legislation, will the
former prevail over the latter ?

The “public welfare” limitation of articles 12 and 13 of the Constitution will
be applied in conformity with the Covenant ?
- Discriminatory practices against social groups (Korean permanent resi-
dents, members of Buraku communities, persons of the Ainu minority, etc.).

The requirement that under penal law alien permanent residents must carry
documentation at all times.

Discrimination in respect to their pensions towards persons of Korean and
Taiwanese origin, who served in the Japanese army but do not have Japanese
nationality.
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» Discriminatory practices against women, with regard to remuneration in
employment, etc.

Recourse for settlement of claims of discrimination against trade-union
activists is very protracted.

» Discriminatory legal provisions concerning children born out of wedlock.
Provisions and practices regarding their birth registration forms and their
family register, discrimination in their right to inherit are not consistent with
the Covenant.

* Number and nature of crimes punishable by the death penalty under the
Japanese penal code.

The conditions of detainees, undue restrictions on visits and correspon-
dence, and the failure of notification of executions to the family.

» The pre-trial detention system. Most of the time interrogation does not
take place in the presence of the detainee’s counsel. Rules to regulate the
length of interrogation do not exist.

The substitute prison system (Daiyo Kangoku) is not under control of an
authority separate from the police.

The legal representatives of the defendant do not have access to all rele-
vant material in the police record.

» Restrictive approach in certain laws and decisions regarding the right to
freedom of expression.

» The exclusion of Koreans from the Government’s concept of minorities.

Suggestions and Recommendations

» That Japan becomes a party to both Optional Protocols to the Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, and to the Convention against Torture and other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

- That the Japanese legislation concerning children born out of wedlock be
amended to bring it in line with the provisions of the Covenant.

« That Japan takes measures towards the abolition of the death penalty. That
in the meantime that penalty be limited to the most serious crimes. That the
conditions of death row detainees, and the preventive measures against any
kind of ill-treatment of detainees be improved.

+ That pre-trial procedures, and the operation of the substitute prison system
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(Daiyo Kangoku) be made compatible with all requirements of the Covenant.
That all the guarantees relating to the facilities for the preparation of the
defence be observed.
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The Legislative Process of Japanese
Colonialism: The Role of the Privy Council

Taichiro Mitani

SUMMARY

I The Privy Council as the decision-making process of the system of
colonial rule in Korea and Kwantung Province of the leased territory in
China

O The Army’s Intention of the establishing Innitiative and the debates in
the Privy Council within the structure of the colonial government during
the first half of the Taisho period

M March First Independent Movement and changes in the seriesof Korean
policies by the Hara Seiyukai Cabinet

IV The development of the ‘ASSIMILATION?’ policies in Korea and Taiwan
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PR OMIRIGAS], BAROHBMRE, S7oniRMtLHE

The Global Colonial System, Japanese
Colonial Management and the
colonial process in Taiwan

TWU Jaw-Yann
SUMMARY

The three key words content of an article that we talk about in this report firstly
refer to the original implication in order to indicate their horizontal multi-dimen-
sion contents. As we have talked out in the report, this horizontal multi-dimension
contents, the so called triangfe relations involving World System -Japanese Capital-
ism-Taiwanese Colonization (W.J.T.=WS-JC-TC) forms in late 1890s and has
gradually developed after a century since then.

In this report we analyze the conditions for original WS-JC-TC'’s historical
development and review the evolution process of Taiwan economy from colon-
izationto NIEs'zation, so as to indicate the significant role played by Japan and
Taiwan on East Asian economic development.

The main purpose of exploring the evolution process and development of an
original WS-JC-TC’s triangle is to glove and therefore to explain the reasons
ofEast-Asian (mainly the NIES) economic boost especially refers to the Japanese
colonial domination in the first half of the century (before 1945) and then a high
economic growth with a rapid trade/direct investment expansion in the second half
of the century (after 1945). Of course, such reasons may involve manyaspects, and
it may be difficult to distiguish the internal and external factors which are mixed.
As the explanation in the existing literature for the reasons of the NIES (Taiwan,
in this report) industrialization as well as East-Asian economic development varies.
No unanimous conclusion has been drawn yet.Through this report, we wish to
provide a new opinion or a clue for understanding the East-Asian development
model from another angle.
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INSTITUTE
FOR
THE STUDY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE (ISSJ)

I. ORIGIN AND AIM

The ISS] was established at Sophia University on April 1, 1981.

The purpose of the ISS] is to investigate the conditions of social
justice both in the domestic and international arenas and to
contribute to the promotion of justice, peace, and human develop-
ment based on interdisciplinary efforts.

The ISS] emphasizes the need for wider support and coopera-
tion from various research institutions both local and abroad in
pursuit of the above-mentioned objective. In accordance with this
purpose, the ISS] undertakes research projects on justice issues.

Results of research projects and other activities are published
annually in Shakai Seigi (Social Justice).

II. ADMINISTRATION AND STAFF

Director
YAMADA Keizd (Professor, Management)
Staff Members
DOWNEY Roger (Professor, Economics, Social Accounting)
HAYASHI Kunio (Professor, Mechanical Engineering)
KURIKI Hisao (Professor, Constitutional Law)
MATAIX Anselmo (Professor, Philosophical Anthropology,
Ethics)
MATSUMOTO Eiji (Professor, Social Welfare)
OHKOCHI Shigeo (Professor, Public Administration)
RIVERA Juan (Professor, Philosophical Anthropology)
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TAKEICHI Hideo (Professor, Mass Communication)

WATABE Kiyoshi (Professor, Philosophy)
Associate Member

MURALI Yoshinori (Professor, Socio-economics of Southeast
Asia)
Visiting Researcher

ANZORENA Eduardo Jorge (Lecturer, Philosophical Anthro-
pology)
Administration

YASUOKA Takaaki

TAKAHASHI Keiko (Part-time staff, July 1, 1993~March 31,
1995)
Location

The ISS] is located at Sophia University (Room # 713, 7th Floor
of the Central Library Building), 7-1, Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 102, Japan.

Tel. 03-3238-3023, 3695. Fax. 03-3238-3885.

M. ACTIVITIES (1994~1995)

Activities of the ISS] are organized in four categories :
A-Research; B-Symposia, Seminar, and Public Lectures; C-
Outreach Projects of Sophia Relief Service attached to ISS] ; and
D-Publications.

A : Research

Interdisciplinary research is carried out in the form of an
intracampus research group financed by Sophia University.
@ The theme of intra-campus research of 1994 was Japanese
Society and Human Rights.
Research Members

YAMADA Keizo

BONET Vicente (Professor, Philosophical Anthropology)
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CASTANEDA (Professor, Philosophical Anthropology)
CORTES Maria (Associate Professor, Sophia Junior College)
HAMADA Toshikazu (Professor, Economics)
HAYASHI Kunuo ((Professor, Mechanical Engineering)
KURIKI Hisao (Professor, Constitutional law)
IMAI Keiko (Professor, International Relations)
MATAIX Anselmo (Professor, Philosophical Anthropology)
TAKEICHI Hideo (Professor, Journalism)
MURALI Yoshinori ((Professor, Socio-economics of Southeast
Asia)
RIVERA Juan ((Professor, Philosophical Anthropology)
YASUOKA Takaaki (ISS])

Special Research Members
SHIBAYANAGI Eiji (Mitsubishi Caterpillar MHI Marketing
Ltd.)
UMEZU Mitsuhiro (Lecturer, Keio University)
WAKITA Minoru (Nippon Mektron Ltd.)

Invited Speakers
LLOMPERT Jose ((Professor, Legal Philosophy)
UCHIDA Yiizd ((Professor, Toyo University)

Research Reports
“The Situation of Human Rights: Participated in the Jesuit
Conference of East Asia”
YAMADA Keizo
“Human Rights in the Housing Problems”
UCHIDA Yzd
“The Counter Reports by Japanese government for the United
Nations”
BONET Vicente
“Problems of the Koreans and Foreign residents in japan”
YAMADA Keizo, YASUOKA Takaaki
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“The Treaty of the Rights of the Child”
IMAI Keiko

“Human Rights and Capital Punishment”
LLOMPERT Jose

“Discrimnations at the Office : Comparative Office Regulations
of Japan and the U.S.”

WAKITA Minoru

“The Study of Right to Development”
CORTES Maria

B: Lectures, Symposia, Seminar

@ Lectures

April 28, 1994

“The African Refugees and Displaced Persons: Reports of
Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia, Tanzania, Malawi and Mozambi-
que” ’

YAMADA Keizo

YASUOKA Takaaki

KOJIMA Yukiko (Sisters of Infant Jesus)

IKEDA Noriko (Graduate of Sophia University)

May 9, 1994

“The Catholic Church in Contemporary Brazil”

ARNS Paulo Evaristo (Archbishop of Sao Paulo, Brazil)

May 13, 1994

“The Reports of the Street Children in the Philippines”
Fr. Shay Cullen (Society of St. Columban, Philippines)
July 20, 1994

“The People of Brazil and Archbishop Arns”
YAMADA Keizo

July 22, 1994

“Human Rights in the Housing Problems”

UCHIDA Yizo (Professor, Toyo University)
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November 22, 1994
“Environmental Problem and Technology”
JINNO Hiroshi (President, Fukui University)
November 28, 1994
“Human in the future”
Fr. ROHR Richard (Order of Francisco an Missionaries U.S.
A)
December 7, 1994
“Human Rights and Capital Punishment”
LLOMPERT Jose ((Professor, Sophia University)
December 16, 1994
“Monologue : The Story of a Korean’s life in Japan”
Song Pu Ja (Korean Resident in Japan)
@ Seminar
October 21-23, 1994
The 7th National Peace Seminar for Catholic School Teachers
Co-sponsor : Japanese Catholic Council for Justice and Peace
Lecture 1: “The History of Tode 4 Chome - Future of the
Foreign Residents in this area” '
Lecture 2: “The History of Korean Residents in this area”
Lecture 3: “The Day-Labourers in Kawasaki and their fights”
Lecture 4: “The present condition of the Foreign Workers”
@ Symposium
April 9, 1994
The International Symposium “Women, Environment and Peace”
Co-sponsor : Chernobyl Health Survey and Health-Care Sup-
port for the Victims-Japan Women’s Network,
International Exchange Fund
The First Part: Chairperson UENO Chizuko (Associate Pro-
fessor, Tokyo University)
Opening Address: NOGAMI Kazuko (Japan Foundation)
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Keynote Speeches : “Influence to ward” Reproductive Health
Environmental
MIKHAIENKO Margarita (Obstetrician, Russia)
“Health of Women and Children in Poland”
GUMINSKA Maria (Professor, Krakow University,
Poland)
“Reproductive Health and Environment - from
Minamata to Chernobyl”
WATANUKI Reiko (Chairperson, Women’s Net-
work)
Discussant : DAMIANOVA Jivka (Associate Professor, Sofia
University, Bulgaria)
NAGAOKI Akiko (Assistant, Keio University)
The Second Part
Opening Address : UENO Chizuko
Short Speech: DOI Takako (Speaker, the House of Represen-
tatives)
Session one: Chairperson WATANUKI Reiko
Key-note Speeches :
“Environment Problems and Countermeasures in
Japan”
NAKANISHI Junko (Professor, Tokyo University)
“Women and Environment”
VON WERLHOF Claudia (Professor, Innsbruck
University, Austria)
Testimony1 : “Chernobyl in My Life”
IVASENKO Irina (Former engineer of the Cher-
nobyl Nuclear power Plant, Ukraine)
Testimony?2 : “Voices of Women in Noto Peninsula”
OCHIAI Seiko (Member of the City Council)
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Session two : Chairperson TSURUMI Kazuko (Honorary Pro-

fessor, Sophia University)

Panel Discussion: “Proposals from Women - Establishing
Good Relations between Human Beings
and Environment”

MIES Maria (Former Professor, Koln
Univercity, Germany)
DALLA COSTA Mariarosa(Associate Pro-
fessor, Padova
University,
Italy)
MELLOR Mary (Lecturer, Northambria
University, U.K.)
SCHOLZ Hannelore (Associate Professor,
Humboldt University,
Germany)
KASJC Biljana (Professor, Zagreb Univer-
sity, Croatia)
UENO Chizuko
TSUJIMOTO Kiyomi (Chairperson, Peace
Boat)
AOKI Yayoi (Journalist)
OWAKI Masako (Member of Parliament)
Closing Address: YAMADA Keizo (Director, ISSJ)
December 9-10, 1994
The 14th International Symposium “Japanese Colonialism and
Its Responsibilities”

Co-sponsor : Social Science Research Institute, International

Christian University

Day One, December 9
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Opeing Address: KUNUGI Tatsuro (Director, Social Science
Research Institute, Inter-
national Christian Uni-
versity)

Key-note Addresses : “The Legislative Process of Japanese

Colonialism: The Role of the Privy
Council”

MITANI Taichiro (Professor, University of
Tokyo)

“Rethinking Japanese Colonialism in
Korea : Hegemony, Modernity, and Un-
silenced Voices”

ROBINSON Michael E. (Associate Professor,
University of Southern
California, U.S. A.)

“Korean Student Mobilization Policy:

Government at the End of the Colonial

Period”
DUK-SANG Kang (Professor, Hitotsubashi
University)
Dinner
Presentations

“The Situation of Korean Churches under
Japanese Colonial Rule: Puzanchin
Church and Kyonnan District”
HYO SAENG Park (President, Institute of
Asian Church Historoy)
Evening Prayer
Day Two, December 10
Presentations
“The Global Colonial System, Japanese
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Colonial Management and the Colonial
process in Taiwan”
TWU Jaw-Yann (Professor, Nagoya Univer-
sity)
“The Reality of Japanese Rule in Korea:
Based on ‘Naisen Ittai’ (Assimilation of
Korea into Japan)”
MIYATA Setsuko (Lecturer, Waseda Univer-
sity)
Lunch
Discussion Panel Discussion by Presentors
General Discussion
Closing Address: YAMADA Keizo (Director, ISS])
Reception (Dinner)
March 21, 1995
The International Symposium “Japanese ODA and Women in
Asia”
Co-sponsor : Asian Women Society (Director MATSUI Yayori)
Panel Discussion by Women from ten Asian countries:
Philippines, Thailand, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Cambosia, India, Bangladesh,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, and China.
The Symposium was organized by Ms MATSUI Yayori.
C: Outreach projects of Sophia Relief Service attached to ISSJ
(Founded in 1981. Director : MATAIX Anselmo)
~ Statement of Disbursement (As of April 1994-March 1995)
1.Ethiopia-Jesuit Relief Service-Resettlement and Rehabilita-
tion Programs of Displaced People in Hauzen Tigray Region.
(¥1,201,200)
2.Kenya-Nyumban, Children of God Relief Institute Commu-
nity-based Health Program for HIV patients. (¥604,500)
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3.Kenya-Society of Jesus Projects of the Health, Food service
and Rehabilitation Programs for Somalians, Ethiopians and
Rwandan Refugees. (¥1,654,575)

4.Kenya-Nairobi, St. Joseph, the Worker Kangemi Parish.
(¥500,000)

5.Sudan-Education Program for displaced children and Ugan-
dan refugee children in the South by Catholic Sudan Aid
Organization. (¥1,201,200)

6.Somalia-Mogadishu, Northern Region, Caritas Somalia
Post-emergency and income generating activities for 50,000
returnees and displaced people (¥1,201,200)

7.Malawi-Mozambique Jesuit Refugee Service, Mother-Child
Health Care Programs and Employment Projects for Women.
(¥¢605,400)

D : Publications
The ISS] publishes research papers and academic journals.
. 1. Academic Journals

Shakai Seigi, Vol. 14 (Tokyo : ISS], Sophia University, 1995)

Contents :

“Human Rights in Asia,” YAMADA Keizo ; “Human Rights’

Present situation in Japan-From the Comments of the U. N.

Human Rights Committee,” BONET M, Vicente ; “The Legisla-

tive Process of Japanese Colonialism: The Role of the Privy

Council,” MITANI Taichiro; “The Global Colonial System,

Japanese Colonial Management and the Colonial Process in

Taiwan,” TWU Jaw-Yann;

Research Note: “Creating’” A Symbiosis Human Community-

from the Workshop seminars,” MATAIX Anselmo and

YASUOKA Takaaki; The Reports: Activities of 1994-95;

Institute for the Study of Social Justice, Sophia University

(1994-95)
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2. Research Paper

Shakai Seigi to Mass media : Social Justice and Mass media
(Tokyo : Intra-campus Research Group, Sophia University,
July 1994)

Social Justice and Mass media : Focusing on Women and Mass
media (Tokyo : Intra-campus Research Group, Sophia Univer-
sity, July, 1994)

3. Symposium Reports

The 13th International Symposium on Woman and Social Jus-
tice (Forthcoming in 1995)

4., Newsletter

The Sophia Relief Service publishes a newsletter carrying vital
information about refugees and displaced people in the Third
World, especially Asia and Africa, to which this organization is

assisting the relief and rehabilitation projects of countries con-
cerned.

Newsletter (Sekai no Mazushii Hitobito ni Ai no Te o-Extend-
ing Hands to Needy People of the World) No. 27 (Tokyo : Sophia
Relief Service, ISSJ, July 1994) and No. 28 (December 1994).
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