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Transcript of Oral Statement on the Olympics 
 

Madam President, 

 

Human Rights Now expresses deep concern over the decision to continue the Summer Olympics in Tokyo 

despite the ongoing pandemic.  

 

Covid-19 has infected over 180 million people and killed nearly 4 million. With athletes around the world 

coming to Japan, the risk to human life and health is unacceptably high. Most people in Japan are still not 

vaccinated; the number of newly infected people is increasing; and medical capacity is still woefully 

insufficient and at risk of collapse.  

 

Top Japanese medical associations have called for the Olympics to be cancelled or held without 

spectators due to the infection risk, opinions the organizing committee has not seriously considered even 
as it has recruited medical personnel as volunteers, placing further burden on their capacity to fight covid. 

The committee is also arranging specifically for children’s attendance, placing them at risk.  
 

Planned measures, such as vaccines and PCR tests for athletes, are not sufficient to prevent infections and 

discriminate by protecting some while placing others at risk. The Indian delegation has also complained of 

discriminatory treatment.  

 

All of these policies contradict the Olympic Charter principles of human rights, non-discrimination, solidarity 

and friendship. All available financial and medical resources should be allocated not for holding an Olympics 

under a pandemic, but for the fight against covid worldwide with no one left behind. No Olympics should ever 

sacrifice the rights to health and life.  

 

We urge organizers to cancel or postpone the Olympic Games until after the pandemic is over.  

 

Thank you.  

 


