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Summary
The toponym Kunlun (E£#7) during Tang period had multiple meanings, of which the most
important was a general name for the area that was approximately same as Nanhai (F4 i) or
South Sea. The area covered Central Vietnam, Cambodia and Thailand in the North and the
Malacca Straight and further East of Java and Bali in the South. Thus, Kunlun roughly coincides
with the area Maritime Southeast Asia.

It is a mistake of the Chinese documents such as Jiutangshu (|[HF ) to depict the Kunlun
people as curled hair and black skin, because Southeast Asian people is mostly straight hair and
brown skin. The reason of the mistake can’t be pointed out clearly, but as an important
background for the prevailing of the misunderstanding we can suppose the confusion of Kunlun
and Kunlunnu (E# %) or Kunlun-slave during Tang times. Kunlunnu with physical feature as
curled hair and black skin were slaves brought by Kunlun people or from Kunlun area, however,
Kunlun and Kunlunnu gradually became not to be distinguished. The confusion was accelerated
by that the Kunlunnu image was loved so much in literature and arts of the time. Even demonic
images were added to. The influence of the image of the Kunlunnu was so strong that Yijing’s
testimony from the Nanhai that most of the Kunlun people were physically same as the Chinese
was neglected by the compilers of Chinese historical documents and also by modern scholars.

Freed from the spell of the Kunlunnu image, this paper presents the real features of the
Kunlun people. In the Buddhist world, they were more civilized than the Chinese. They were
maritime merchants who brought wealth and prosperity to the port cities such as Guangzhou.
They used Malay as a lingua franca. They were skilled in shipbuilding and navigation. Their ships
were sewn boat big enough, it is said, for 1000 passengers and cargoes. They sailed not only to
China but also to India. The Chinese in Guangzhou in the 9" century learned the skill to build the

sewn ship from Kunlun people.
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