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Forty Years after President Joseph Pittau, S J
—Sophia Mission (since 1979) and Sophia University Asia Area Studies—

By Yoshiaki Ishizawa

Professor, Sophia University
Director, Sophia Asia Center for Research and Human Development
2017 Ramon Magsaysay Awardee

A-1. The Sophia Mission for “Refugee Relief” (International Service Activity) by the

whole University (since 1979)

A great turbulence arose in Cambodia in 1970, when the country faced the impact of the war in
neighboring Vietnam. Under the Pol Pot regime (1975-1979) there occurred a massive genocide of
over a million and a half people, and a few million Cambodian refugees fled this chaos by moving
to the Thai border. Later in 1979 the Heng Samrin regime appeared in Cambodia, a regime backed
by Vietnam. The civil war which comprised four blocs including this one, namely the Pol Pot,
Sihanouk, and Son Sann blocs, persisted for 24 years until 1993.

The Sophia Mission International Service comprises a global service activity by students,
faculty members, and advocates of Sophia University, which commenced in 1979. We were unable to
ignore the Cambodian refugee issue, and so in 1979 the university began a relief campaign entitled
“Extending hands of Love to Indochinese Refugees.” In December of the same year, under the
leadership of President Pittau, S J, the Faculty and staff stood at the entrance of Shinjuku Station and
conducted fund-raising activities for “Indochinese refugees.” Food and medicines were conveyed to
refugee camps located on the Thai border such as Khao-I-Dang and Sa Kaeo, and student volunteers
were dispatched to centers that accommodated war orphans.

Yet, peace dialogues proceeded below the surface. The Cambodia Paris Peace Conference
was convened in October 1991, and through this Paris peace accord the Supreme National Council
(SNC) was constituted, comprising four blocs including the Heng Samrin faction. Ambassador
Extraodinary and Plenipotentiary Yukio Imagawa of Japan was assigned a fresh task at Phnom Penh,
and Yasushi Akashi was appointed representative of the United Nations Transitional Authority in
Cambodia (UNTAC), in 1992. Even more, Mme. Sadako Ogata, United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) (and Professor Emeritus of our university) aided the return of the Cambodian

refugees, and in 1993, Cambodia as a kingdom started nation-building once again, from scratch.

A-2. Refugees comprise problems for ‘Humanity’ and basically ‘Humanness’

—The decision of Sophia University— (1980)

President Pittau,SJ, declared, “Now in the Indochinese Peninsula hundreds of thousands
of people, millions of people, have been displaced from their homes and suffer as refugees. We
should not forget such people. In Sophia University, since the end of last year (1979), not only have
we carried out the accumulation of funds, but students of Sophia are currently working intently

as volunteers, engaged in works of service within refugee camps in Thailand. This task was not



commenced merely on an impulse. We began because we believed this to be the fundamental ideal
of Sophia University, and what’s more, it is linked to our core as human beings, to the core of our
humanness.” Having said this, he commenced fund-raising activities at Shinjuku station. [Sophia
University Newspaper, No. 84, Issued on March 25, 1980].

President Pittau, SJ, subsequently continued, expressing the following resolution, “when I
stated that this fund-raising activity would be conducted not just within the campus, but that at the
close of 1979 I intended conducting it at the entrance of Shinjuku station as well, I was happy to see
that students as well as members of the administrative and teaching staff spontaneously began to
stand at the station. Within two weeks a collection of 700 million yen was made. I thereupon flew
to a refugee camp in Thailand. I mused over the issue of offering food and medicines, the option of
sending Sophia students as volunteers, and conducting an inspection. I visited some refugee camps
scattered near the Cambodian border. It was a sorrowful sight. One of them was an orphanage center
that sheltered orphans, and I felt that in such a place even students could play with them, take care
of their surroundings, and so on. From February the next year over a period of two years, students
and members of the secretarial and teaching staff entered the site in steady sequence.” [Witness of
the Times, Yomiuri Shimbun, November 5, 2009].

A-3. Saving Angkor Wat in order to reclaim the Pride of the Cambodian People (1980)
Why has Angkor Wat become the detonator that rejuvenates the people? The reason is because
under the Pol Pot regime archaeological conservation officers were viewed as intellectuals, and
hence out of around 40 of them only three managed to survive and return alive. Moved by a desire
to console and reclaim the ethnic pride of the Cambodian people who had been blighted by the civil
war, the Sophia Mission, which was involved in the rescue of both refugees relief and ruins, proposed
as a place of reconciliation the construction site of Angkor Wat, a site revered by all Cambodians. In
the 1980s, the archaeological relief team entered Cambodia which was smoldering from the dust of
combat, and from 1993 they commenced providing human resource training to the Cambodians at
the western causeway of Angkor Wat. They set about working on the restoration of Angkor Wat, for
the sake of both ethnic reconciliation and the creation of an identity among the Cambodian people.
We even advanced our proposal a step further, by presenting as the goal of our human resource
training the fact that the restoration of the monuments should be carried out by the Cambodians for
the Cambodians. In 1996 Sophia University purchased land in Cambodia, and erected the “Sophia
Asia Center for Research and Human Development. This is the first instance of a university in Japan
opening a permanent area studies center in Southeast Asia. Currently we are continuously involved
in targeting the relief work linked to refugees and the Angkor monuments, as well as the training of

Cambodians as conservation officers, and the research in area studies that accompanies it.

A-4.In 1980, President Pittau,SJ, in his New Year's Address said, “Collaborate with Asia
and strengthen Asian studies in order to build a new world (1980)
“This is the opening year of the 1980s. What manner of a path should Sophia University hereafter
take? “Quality before quantity.” That has been a key policy of ours so far, and I wish to continue

advancing it firmly forward. During the 1980s our dream of a central library may be realized. Over



there our academic ambience will be enhanced, and I am of the view that the deepening of our
spiritual ambience will hereafter become a topic for us all. Second, on considering the founding
spirit of Sophia University, we realize that we need to offer an education befitting this eternal value.
Third, I have a great hope. Until now Sophia University has focused its eyes towards the West and
has emphasized an internationality centered on the West. In the coming 1980s I feel we have a
mission to comprehend Asia and cooperate with it, so as to create a new world while focusing on
Asia. That is to say, the significance of internationality is to be reviewed and clauses linked to the
reinforcement of Asian studies need to be incorporated, within the ten-year plan that was framed

four years ago. [Quoted from Sophia University Newspaper, Issued on January 23, 1980].

A-5. The Creation a New World by collaborating with Asia. The decision to establish the
‘Institute of Asian Cultures’ (1980—1982)

In March 1980, the Board of Trustees of Sophia University granted approval to the Asian
Studies System (Plan for the creation of the Institute of Asian Cultures), and at a meeting of the
University Council held on June 25, 1980, the launch of the Institute of Asian Cultures (provisional
title) was mulled over as part of the agenda. President Pittau,S J, proposed the concept of the plan,
and endorsed the objectives behind its establishment. Later on September 30, 1980, the first meeting
of the Preparation Committee for the Establishment of the Institute of Asian Cultures (provisional
title) was held, and the chairperson of the committee presented an explanation as follows. “For now,
I wish to consider fields that we lack in our existing research organizations. Research in Islam for
instance, shall be the object of our focus. Africa also may possibly be included. Stress will be laid
on humanities and social sciences, such as history and religion. Nations under focus will include the
Philippines and Indonesia, but Islam would be the object of focus. A reason for presenting this new
area was also to impart a fresh taste. The Philippines, Indonesia, and Southeast Asia form the three
pillars of area studies.” Also, the aim behind the launch of the “Institute of Asian Cultures” was to
raise “in an East Asian corner a foundation for Christian Humanism. This was done in view of the
university’s founding philosophy that seeks east-west cultural exchange, by carrying out all-inclusive
enquiry and research on the religions, languages, societies, histories, and other such fields within
the diverse regions of Asia, whose people are our neighbors and friends. Today, the significance of
conducting essential educational activities in this context, is steadily increasing. Hence, research on

the culture and society of the Asian regions, which will constitute a lasting feature of the university

in the future, and particularly specialized research on the traditional cultures and lifestyles of

these regions, should be carried out. In addition, based on such a perception, we hope a research
institute will be established with the aim of understanding current social and cultural phenomena.
By launching such an institute we shall aim for academic and cultural exchange with diverse Asian
regions, and inform the world of the results of our own research and exchange. The goal behind the
founding of this institute is to contribute to peace and development, not just in Asia but in the world
as well.”

Next, regarding the establishment of the teaching body, namely the “Minor in Asian Cultures
(provisional title),” the Faculty of Foreign Studies concurred with its institution and so the Minor

in Asian Cultures was approved. On February 18, 1981, the University Council approved the



Regulations of the Sophia University Institute of Asian Cultures, and also the fact that the Faculty
of Foreign Studies would be the founding body of the Institute. Dr. Mutsuo Yanase,SJ, served as

the university president, yet he was appointed as the first director of the Institute of Asian Cultures.

A-6. Opening of the Angkor Research Office within the Institute of Asian Cultures
on April 1%, 1992

From 1979 our university has been involved in relief activities for Indochinese refugees, and in
the Institute of Asian Cultures that was initiated in 1982 which had 3 people including the director,
the tackling of the Cambodian refugee issue and relief issue of the Angkor ruins continued. From
the latter half of the 1980s work aimed at peace-building began in Cambodia, and media associated
with groups such as the United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC) and the Japan
Self-Defense Force (PKO), had continuously reported on Cambodia. In Japan, volunteers hailing
from the industries, academia, and government, assembled to form a voluntary organization for
the relief of Angkor Wat. Officially, the “Angkor Monuments Relief Committee” was formed on
April 17, 1991, with Rokuro Ishikawa (President of the Kajima Corporation) as chairman, Yoshiaki
Ishizawa (Director of the Institute of Asian Cultures) as secretary general, and Attorney Mme.
Miyuki Sakai, Vice-President of the Sophia University Angkor International Mission assumed office
as auditor. Following this, under the direction of President Keiji Otani (1993-1999) who assumed the
post of advisor, on April 1, 1992, the committee secretariat, that is the “Angkor Research Office,”
was opened within the university’s Institute of Asian Cultures. Commencing with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Agency for Cultural Affairs, in this committee about 65 companies including
media companies, general contractors and others took part, and in October the same year the
Cambodian Peace Accord was signed in Paris.

In 1979, having raised the issues of both refugee relief and the relief of Angkor Wat, Sophia
University decided to erect an overseas research base at the site of the ruins. The Sophia University
Angkor Training Center has a site of area 4800 square meters, a training center main building of
282 square meters, and a warehouse of 36 square meters. The inauguration ceremony was conducted
on August 29, 1996, and around 80 individuals including Van Molyvann, the Minister of State of
the Kingdom of Cambodia, were present, and President Otani delivered a congratulatory address.
All expenses linked to the erection of the training center including the cost of land acquisition,
were fully covered by donations. Compliments were conveyed by the Asahi Shimbun, the Tokyo
Marine & Nichido Career Service, the Shiseido Company Ltd., the Kyuryudo Co., Ltd. and other
warmhearted individuals. The address of the center is: Phum Treang Slokram village in Srok Siem-

Reap County, Siem Reap Province, Kingdom of Cambodia.

A-7. October 2002. Retitled, the “Sophia Asia Center for Research and Human Development”
—the “Grand Layout” of the University’s Overseas Research Base. No. 1— (2002-2013)
In May 2001, in view of the centennial of the university’s founding, the Board of Directors of
the Sophia School Corporation proclaimed within and outside the university a “Sophia University
Education, Research, and Campus Revitalization Grand Layout (New Hoffman Project).” Here, the
first point was the establishment of the Sophia Asia Center for Research and Human Development.



The object of this establishment was to provide facilities in support of the independence of the
people of Asia. Yet we shall simultaneously learn from the local regions of Asia, and by conducting
collaborative works with the residents of those areas (survey, research, onsite training and so on),
we shall further the growth of those areas via research on new regional resources, such as villages,
environment, regional development, ecosystems, cultural heritage, and so on. In close cooperation
with Sophia’s faculties, graduate schools, graduate divisions and so on, we shall conduct in Asia
area studies that includes Southeast and South Asia, and collaborate with local state governments
and municipalities. Aside from training human resources in Cambodia, this center aims at making

academic contributions to the global and Asian worlds, on the basis of the intensive area studies that

arises from the region. Its form of establishment was as a “university-affiliated educational research

institute” of a “Jesuit mode,” situated close to the site. Sophia University’s educational spirit of “Men
and Women for Others, with Others,” is currently being applied in Asia. In Cambodia there is a
legacy of “knowledge” to be gained, and besides, we have sustained the posture of speaking about
the “knowledge” of Japan. This has served to increase the credibility of Cambodians. International
cooperation in the development of human resources for conserving and restoring the archaeological
sites will progress onwards with the aid of the villagers in the vicinity, by viewing as a trinity the

archaeological sites (culture), community (people) and forests (nature).

A-8. What manner of local human resources do we train? (1996—Present)

Formal Area Studies at Sophia University is based on research at the local level, and it is viewed
as having local level research as its starting point. Researchers dedicate their efforts to the field,
and it eventually comes to be established as a shared work place done with others. It is the initial
base for Asian area studies in a Japanese university, a research base with fixed-point observation
significance, that clarifies the regional uniqueness of Asia and tackles global issues.

1) Training of Conservation officers, stonemasons, and others:

Since 1991, based on the on-site training in archaeological excavation and archaeological site
restoration, we accepted Cambodian trainees in archeology, architecture, and conservation science.
We trained candidates who could acquire degrees or learn the equivalent academics and techniques
to serve as conservation officers and area researchers.

2) Training of Angkor area researchers:

From among the conservation officers, area researchers, stonemasons, and workers, we train
researchers who promote research pertaining to their own countries, based on nature (forests), humans
(villages), and culture (ruins). We expect specialists and researchers in fields such as conservation,
academic promotion, cultural tourism, and lifelong education to be produced.

3) Training of volunteers in cultural heritage conservation:

We train, (1) Volunteers to protect the ruins. (2) Volunteers to protect villages. (3) Volunteers
to protect the forests. Monks of the pagodas, villagers, office workers, elementary and junior high
school teachers, and others living close to the ruins offer courses on cultural heritage conservation
for villagers, tutor them on the significance, value, and importance of the archaedogical excavation
and temple restoration sites, and seek to deepen their perception of them. [“Sophia Asia Center

for Research and Human Development —The Purpose behind its establishment,” October 2002,



Grand Layout, First Phase (2001-2005) Board of Directors, Sophia School Corporation]. [Please
refer: “Tokyojin, No. 333, 100 Years of Sophia University and the Yotsuya Locality,” December
2013, Special Issue, pp. 50-53], [From A-4 to A-8, please see., Yoshiaki Ishizawa “Joseph Pittau,S J,
and Sophia Asia Center for Research and Human Development: The First Grand Layout, Sophia
Mission in the Field of Asia,” Investigation of the Angkor Monuments (No.20), Sophia Asia Center
for Research and Human Development, 2016, pp. 11-28].

B-1. Urgent necessity to train Government Officials for the Kingdom of Cambodia in the
1990s: Graduate School Education for Cambodian Foreign Students

—From the Degree Acquisition Program— (1994-2014)

The first three Cambodian international students to join the Sophia University Graduate School
of Area Studies did so in 1994, and they were executive candidates of the Kingdom’s Government.
A total of 18 international students had to complete and submit a doctoral thesis in English, within
a period of 5 years. They entered Japan with the responsibility of building a nation, yet they had no
opportunity to acquire the English necessary to write a treatise, owing to the fact that their home
country was in a state of civil war. In their first year they attended all English classes offered on
campus, and besides several priests of the SJ House who happened to be professors at the Sophia
university lent a helping hand, by assisting them in touching up the English theses they wrote. In
addition, their Japanese classmates and others, and also Sophia University as a whole, assisted those
Cambodian foreign students. Those who submitted treatises for the attainment of degrees were 18
in number, (7 doctoral and 11 master’s theses). All of them subsequently returned to their home
countries, and they are currently active working in key positions within the Government of the
Kingdom of Cambodia. In 2019, Ms. Oum Ravy, the Vice-president of Phnom Penh University, and
Mr. Ek Bunta, Deputy-Director General in the Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage of the
Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts of the Kingdom of Cambodia, both of whom had acquired degrees
from the Graduate School of Area Studies of Sophia, were awarded the illustrious Commendation of
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan. It was the first Cambodian commendation of the Japanese
Government for their “contribution to the friendship and goodwill between Japan and Cambodia.”
This was the best news for Sophia University. [Reference: Yoshiaki Ishizawa “Two Graduated
Cambodian Students of Sophia University received a public recognition from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Japan,” Investigation of the Angkor Monuments (No. 21), Sophia Asia Center for
Research and Human Development, 2020, p. 12].

B-2. The 1996 Ethnic Unity Project at Angkor Wat —The First Phase of the Initiation

Ceremony for the Western Causeway of Angkor Wat— (1996—2007)

On August 29, 1996, (Heisei 8), an initiation ceremony was held in Siem Reap, that was attended
by President Keiji Otani. This construction project on the western causeway was a joint venture,
realized with the National Authority for the Protection and Management of Angkor and the Region
of Siem-Reap (abbreviation: APSARA Authority). Ethnic rallying projects having a large ripple
effect were begun in Angkor Wat via the guidance of the late Professor Masao Katagiri of Nihon

University and the late Takayuki Kosugi a stonemason, so as to inspire Cambodians striving to



rebuild their nation, assisting those who have begun building a country from scratch. In November
2007, of 200 meters of the western causeway 100 meters of the first construction zone was completed
after 12 years of restoration work, and the formal opening of the causeway was carried out in the
presence of His Excellency Sok An, Deputy Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, and
2,400 neighbors who had assembled. [Reference: Sophia University Angkor Ruins International

Survey Team, Angkor Wat Western Causeway Restoration Work Phase 1,2011].

B-3. A Great discovery of the Century. Excavation of 274 Buddha statues from the earth

—Erection of a Museum in Siem Reap, Cambodia with the cooperation of Aeon

Co. Ltd.— (2001, 2010)

In 2001, 274 Buddha statues were by chance excavated from an underground pit in the precincts
of Banteay Kdei Temple, and this was literally a great excavation of the century. Jayavarman VIII
(1243-1295) who had gained a zeal for Hinduism, ordered a show of hostility towards Buddhists
who formed the opposition (that is to say, he ordered the rooting out of Buddha statues). These vast
numbers of Buddhist statues that formed a national treasure were excavated by Cambodian trainees
during their archaeological training, and in August 2010, eight more Buddha statues were unearthed
from the same precincts. In March 2002, Mr. Takuya Okada (Honorary Chairman of Aeon Co.,
Ltd.) stopped by the Sophia Asia Center for Research and Human Development, to witness the
274 rejected Buddhas that had been temporarily stored. Impressed by the beauty of the statues he
proposed erecting a museum to display them, and the entire construction cost was donated by him
to the university. The museum is a two-story structure having a building area of 1,728 square meters,
erected over a site of 16,200 square meters. On November 2, 2007, the inauguration ceremony of the
museum was held in the presence of His Majesty King Norodom Sihamoni, and at the same time Aeon
Co. Ltd. issued a letter of presentation of this museum building to the APSARA National Authority.
The national emblem of the Kingdom of Cambodia is displayed in front of the museum entrance,
and it has been declared the most prestigious museum for Buddha statues in Cambodia. [Catalog of
Buddhist Statues: Ishizawa Yoshiaki, Supervision/Authorship, Preah Norodom Sihanouk-Angkor
Museum, Angkor Buddhist Treasures from Banteay Kdei, NHK Publishing, 2007].

B-4. 2003 Sophia University Off-Campus Joint Research: Angkor Monuments
Environmental Conservation Project —ISO14001 Certification Acquisition Plan—
(2003—Present)

In 2019, around 6.5 million tourists visited the Angkor area. Around 2000, with this rapid
increase in tourists however there arose certain serious problems, such as the worsening of the ruins,
accumulation of vast quantities of garbage, air pollution due to vehicle exhaust, river water pollution
due to untreated sewage, damage to natural forests due to building hotels and parking lots, vanishing
of the historical scenery, and so on. The UNESCO and other bodies have voiced concern over this
ecological destruction. From May 2003, by way of a joint project outside the university, with a view
to get the certification of the “International Organization for Standardization (ISO),” we carried out
practical training on environmental preservation for about 1,200 staff members, over a period of 3

years. As regards this practical training Sophia University, the International Standards Institute, and



the Japan Quality Assurance Organization (JQA) dealt with the issue of environmental conservation
education, and after undergoing extremely arduous examinations, we obtained the “ISO14001
certification” in March 2006. In April of the same year a certification ceremony was conducted at
Angkor Wat, and the words “ISO14001” was printed on the archaeological site admission card. This
gaining of the ISO14001 in the “World Heritage” area was the first in the world, and it was an event
highly appraised by the UNESCO. [Reference: Sophia University Newspaper, No. 319, Issued on
June 20, 2006].

B-5. Sophia University’s 21* century COE Program from Cambodia —Aiming at a
reorganization of “Knowledge” in Asia— (2002—2006)

The “Sophia University 21* century COE Program (2002-2006)” from the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, was evaluated as a research program aimed at
forming a global research and education center, and the creation of an “area-based global studies”
that was submitted by the university, was adopted. The reason for its adoption was the fact that the
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science stated, “The achievements of comprehensive research
and exchanges on the history and culture of Cambodia, and especially Angkor Wat, can be assessed.
Utilizing an internationality that is characteristic of Sophia, we look forward to the creation of the
type of Global Studies that can be promoted more definitively (Website of the Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science).” Four international symposiums were held over a period of 4 years, at our
research center in Cambodia. The first was on “Creating a Methodology for Global Studies from
the Areas.” It was held from December (27-29), 2002, and about 180 people participated (from 8
nations). The second was on “Cultural Heritage, Identity, and IT (Information Technology).” This
was held from March (12-14), 2004, and about 130 participated (from 12 nations). The third was on
the theme, “Is a Cambodian version of regional self-sustaining development possible? Let us permit
the voices of little people and farmers to be heard.” This was held from February (21-22), 2005,
and about 120 participated (from 9 nations). The fourth was on “Cultural Heritage, Environment,
and Tourism.” It was held from December 31, 2005 to January 1,2006, and around 180 participated
(from 11 nations). [Reference: Yoshiaki Ishizawa and Masako Marui, Global and Local Cultural
Heritage, Sophia University Press, 2010].

B-6. “Program for Promotion of Internationalization in University Education,”

by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology

—Support for Strategic International Cooperation— (2006—2009)

Sophia University applied to and was accepted for the (2006-2009) program labelled,
“Promotion of International Cooperation that contributes to Cultural Heritage Education Strategies—
International Education Program for Conservation Officers and Researchers in Tropical Asia.” At
the Sophia Asia Center for Research and Human Development, graduate-level lectures and on-site
training were held for 4 years, having as the main topic the conservation and restoration of cultural
heritage. This program was juxtaposed to the Area Studies Program of our graduate school, and it
became the first established graduate school education program in Japan that dealt with “cultural

heritage studies.” Meetings in English by specialists on Asian cultural heritage, as well as on-site



experience training sessions, were held. The professors who attended came from Japan, France,
Cambodia and Myanmar, and the graduate students who joined for a period of 4 years totaled
around 90. They hailed from Japan, France, and Cambodia, and gained credits for their study from
the graduate school of Sophia University. [Reference: Promotion of International Cooperation
that contributes to Cultural Heritage Education Strategies—International Education Program for
Conservation Officers, Researchers in Tropical Asia, Sophia Asia Center for Research and Human
Development, 2006-2009].

B-7. “Sophia University Internationalization Center Development Project (Global 30)”

—A Local Asian Project modeled on Sophia— (2009-2013)

Our university along with 13 others nationwide, was chosen for the “Global 30 (Project for
Establishing Internationalization Centers)” (2009-2013). Here, what is most special, is the fact of its
having been chosen from among universities all over the nation. Graduate school education in English
was realized in the Faculty of Science and Engineering, and this led to a subsequent deepening in
education and research. In January 2012, ten individuals from the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science, and Technology of the Government of Japan, including Mr. Masaharu Nakagawa,
Minister at that time for Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, visited the site of the
Angkor Wat Western Causeway restoration work, to inspect the site of the project for the institution
of an internationalization base. At the site, Dr. Ly Vanna, a Cambodian who had obtained his degree
at our graduate school (and who at the time was Director of the Sihanouk Aeon Museum), 5 other
Cambodians who had also gained degrees at our graduate school, and 19 officials (stonemasons) in
charge of the construction at the Western Causeway of Angkor Wat welcomed the group, and they
themselves described to the visitors the outcome of the over 20 years of international cooperation
and local human resource development, that our university had achieved in Cambodia. Sophia
University’s Internationalization Center Project in Asia, is linked to the University’s founding spirit.

It has drawn worldwide attention as a Sophia model, and has been valued as a pioneering project.

B-8. Agency for Cultural Affairs “International Cooperation Center Exchange Program —
Center Exchange Program for the Preservation of Cultural Heritage in Cambodia™—
(2010-2013)

The Research Center, by way of the “Center Exchange Program for the Preservation of Cultural
Heritage in Cambodia” (2010-2013) of the Agency for Cultural Affairs held a specialist training
program, wherein it promoted preservation and restoration of cultural heritage to around 20
Cambodian archaeological and architectural students, over a period of 4 years. Here professors and
specialists from Japan and Cambodia were in charge of specialized lectures and practical training.
The same program was first initiated from July to September 2010, the next initiation was from July
to September 2011, the third from December 2011, and the fourth from July to September 2013,
Concurrently a public symposium (in both English and Cambodian), the “International Symposium
on Khmerology in Phnom Penh,” was held at the University of Phnom Penh in January 2012.
[Reference: Ishizawa Yoshiaki, Preservation of Cultural Heritage in Cambodia, Sophia Asia Center

for Research and Human Development, 2013].



B-9. Cultural Heritage Preservation Center Exchange Project in 5 Southeast Asian Nations
—Agency for Cultural Affairs “International Cooperation Center Exchange Project—
(2014-2016)

The “Center Exchange Project for Cultural Heritage Protection in 5 Southeast Asian Nations”
was conducted at our university’s Sophia Asia Center for Research and Human Development
in Cambodia. Forty-three individuals in charge of cultural heritage sites from the 5 continental
Southeast Asian nations of Thailand, Myanmar, Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia, gathered to present
their country reports, and they had a lively question and answer session. [Reference: Achievement
Report of the Center Exchange Project for the Preservation of Cultural Heritage in Five Southeast
Asian Nations, Sophia Asia Center for Research and Human Development, 2014, 2015, 2016 (No.
3.

B-10. Restoration of the Western Causeway of Angkor Wat in All Japan
—Phase 2 of the construction commences— (2016—2024)

The second phase of the restoration of the Western Causeway of Angkor Wat (2016-2024),
began as a joint task with the National Apsara Authority. This work was chosen as Overseas
Development Aid by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, (General Cultural Free Fund Cooperation:
The equipment provided was 94 million yen). The equipment necessary for the restoration came
from Japan, and is currently in use. Specialists of both nations formed the “Angkor Wat Western
Causeway Restoration Technology Exchange Training Committee” (technical education and
construction guidance), and continued the construction while discussing technical issues. This is the
fourth year since they began in 2016. There were 4 reports have been published. [Reference: Angkor
Wat Western Causeway 2™ and 3 Construction Zone Restoration Work Design/Construction Plan,
Angkor Wat Western Causeway Restoration Technology Exchange Training Committee Edition,
2017, Angkor Wat Western Causeway 2" and 3" Construction Zones Restoration Work Design
and Construction Basic Plan, edited by the same committee, 2018, Report on the Outcome of the
Activities of 2018, edited by the same committee, 2019, Report on the Outcome of the Activities of
2019, edited by the same committee, 2020. The 4 volumes are published by Sophia Asia Center for

Research and Human Development].

B-11. The Sophia Mission (Sophia University) receives the 2017 Ramon Magsaysay Award

The Sophia Mission, which encompasses the international service of Sophia University, was
conferred the R. Magsaysay Award, which is referred to as the Asian Nobel Prize. The award
ceremony was held on August 31,2017 in the city of Manila, in the Philippines. This is an international
award, created in commemoration of the late President Ramon Magsaysay of the Philippines. At
the ceremony, a councilor of the award foundation declared, “Based on the conviction that the
conservation and restoration of the Angkor Wat ruins had to be carried out by the Cambodian
people, (1) Efforts were made to train Cambodian experts in safeguarding the Angkor ruins. (2) This
was an opportunity for Cambodians to regain their national pride. (3) The reason for conferring the
award is the fact that the global community has hereby widely made known to the world the value of

preserving our cultural heritage as signified by the Angkor Wat ruins, as a treasure for humankind.”



Professor Ishizawa of this Sophia mission activity declared, “This award is an international
evaluation of the Sophia mission, promoted by Sophia University in Cambodia. I was able to carry
it out with the continuous support of the university. I am grateful.” [Reference: “Awarding of the
Ramon Magsaysay Award in 2017,” Investigation of the Angkor Monuments (No. 21), Sophia Asia
Center for Research and Human Development, 2020, p. 9]. [Commemorative Lecture of the Ramon
Magsaysay Award of Professor Yoshiaki Ishizawa, Practicing the Founding Spirit in the Field of
Asia, November 6, 2017) (unpublished)]

B-12. Center Exchange Project for the Passing on of Cultural Heritage and the New role of
Museums in 10 nations of ASEAN (Agency for Cultural Affairs 2017, 2018, 2019)

Within the 10 nations of ASEAN, museums have faced problems dealing with “development
relics,” that appear due to the construction of roads and hotels in the nations concerned. We got
people in charge from the ten nations to assemble at the Angkor archaeological site in order to
discuss the problem of development relics, and summarized the issues in three reports. The venue
was Siem Reap city (Sophia Asia Center for Research and Human Development), and the workshop
dates were: November (13—19), 2017; November (2-8), 2018; November 25-December 2, 2019.
[Reference: (Presentation in English): Yoshiaki Ishizawa, “The Passing on of Cultural Heritage
and the New Role of Museums in the 10 ASEAN Nations,” No. 1-No. 3, Sophia Asia Center for
Research and Human Development, 2017-2019, Tokyo] [Reference: (Presentation in English):
Yoshiaki Ishizawa, Activities for Exchanges in International Cooperation for Inheritance of Cultural
Heritage Properties and the New Role of Museum within ASEAN 10 Countries (Report in the
International Workshop in 2017-2019), ICOM, Kyoto 2019. Venue: Inamori Memorial Hall Kyoto.
Date 2" September 2019].

B-13. Special training for mid-level Cambodian executives on excavating ancient kiln
ruins (1999-2000)

A large group of ancient kilns were discovered in Tani village located in the Siem Reap
Province of Cambodia, and with the support of the Japan Foundation, training was conducted on
the preservation of old kilns, among the kiln ruins of Tani village. Twelve trainees in archaeology
from Japan and Cambodia attended, and the late Professor Yoji Aoyagi and Researcher Hiroshi
Sugiyama showed practical examples in detailed lectures on kiln site maintenance and their public
exhibition. [Reference: Yoshiaki Ishizawa, Special training for Cambodian mid-level Executives on

the excavation of ancient Kiln sites, Two-year Plan, Report, Sophia University, 2000].

Activity Record of a small Sophia Mission

C-1) Three Jesuit priests organized the students exchange program in 1959 (Frs. Rietsch, SJ,
Gomane, SJ, and Larre, SJ) launched the AUVIT (Amitié Universitare entre Vietnam-Japon-
Thailande), and they had been conducting student exchange in three Southeast Asian nations. (1959—
1964). In 1964 this activity was canceled due to the outbreak of the Vietnam War.

C-2) At the Royal University of Fine Arts (in Phnom Penh), intensive lectures were delivered

by Japanese professors, and the site of the lectures was the Royal University of Fine Arts. (Period:



1991-2001). A total of around 2,800 students participated. Japanese professors from Sophia
University, created the program and were in charge of those special lectures, because Cambodian
professors had almost disappeared owing to the purges conducted by the Pol Pot regime. They
entered the country via Phnom Penh for human resource training at the Angkor archaeological site,
but remained in Phnom Penh on their way to Siem Reap, and they were in charge of those intensive
lectures. (A volunteer activity).

C-3) An NHK special program entitled, “Water Empire Angkor Wat,” was broadcast on
November 16, 1997. In the Angkor dynasty era wherein the nation thrived in agriculture, we
reproduced by the use of computer graphics the raised footpaths between rice fields of about 900
years ago, from the 1/5000" topography material produced by the JICA. This was to show how the
two-crop system of rice paddy irrigation was carried out. It helped in the clarification of the Angkor
dynasty’s Hydraulic city and was well received. This JICA map supports the theory of Groslier’s
study on the hydraulic city.

C-4) NHK “Project X Challengers: The Bonds between Masters and Disciples who swear by
Angkor Wat.” It was broadcast on November 21, 2001, and was very well received. It was also
screened as an in-flight program of the Japan Airlines.

C-5) The opening of the Angkor Cultural Heritage Education Center —An enquiry into history

hand-in-hand with local residents—

In December 2011, the “Angkor Cultural Heritage Education Center” was erected at the Banteay
Kdei ruins by Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, via the Grassroots Cultural Grant aid. Professor
Tsutomu Sakuma, the Head of the board of Trustees (currently Chancellor of Sophia University),
attended the inaugural ceremony on behalf of the Sophia School Corporation. This center has a
permanent display of teaching material panels, so that local residents as well as elementary and
junior high school students can deepen their understanding of the cultural heritage of their nation.

C-6) An International Symposium, “Between Past and Future, the Mission of the Catholic
Church in Asia: The Contribution of Sophia University,” was organized in Rome. A presentation
was made by the Director, Professor Ishizawa, on the topic, International Cooperation among Jesuit
Universities in Asia, Sophia’s Current Development of Human Resources in Cambodia. (Project in
Commemoration of the Centennial of the founding of Sophia University). Date: March 14" and 15",
2014, Venue: Matteo Ricci Auditorium, Pontifical Gregorian University. [Reference: The Journal
Gregorianum, Rome, 2014. Between Past and Future, the Mission of the Catholic Church in Asia:
the contribution of Sophia University]

C-7) In 2020, Professor Yoshiaki Ishizawa was notified by the National University of Phnom
Penh that in commemoration of the 60™ anniversary of the University’s establishment, he would be
awarded an honorary doctorate. However the awarding ceremony has not yet been completed due to
the COVID-19 transmission. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic.



A List of Public Grants (1986—2018)

(Dr. Yoshiaki Ishizawa was the Principal Researcher, Leader of the Center,
as well as Person in Charge and Responsible for the Project)

Year of the
Grant

Content

1986

1986, 1987, 1988, Japan Society for the Promotion of Science International Joint Research [First
year: Religion and Asian Society (Christianity and Asian Society), Second Year: Religion and Asian
Society (Buddhism and Asian Society), Third Year: Religion and Asian Society (Confucianism and
Asian Society)]. Principal Investigator (-March 1989).

1987

1987, Ministry of Education Research Results Publication Promotion Fund (“University and Science,”
Public Symposium, “Asia, Its Diverse World”). Principal Investigator.

1987

Overseas Academic Research by the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports, and Culture in Showa
62, (Study on the formation of Burmese Society in Lower Burma). Principal Investigator.

1991

Ministry of Education Scientific Research Grant for Priority Areas for 1991, 1992, 1993, (Civilization
and Environment: Rise and fall of the Angkor and Maya Civilizations and Environmental Changes).
Principal Investigator, (-March 1994).

1993

1993, 1994, 1995, Ministry of Education Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research International Academic
Research, (Cambodia Angkor Thom Archaeological Survey). Principal Investigator, (—-March 1996).

1996

1996, 1997, 1998, Ministry of Education Scientific Research Grant International Academic Research,
“Research for the Construction for a New Excavation, Conservation, and Restoration Methodology
by Archaeological Survey in Tropical Asia (Southeast Asia, India).” Principal Investigator, (—March
1999).

1996

1996, 1997, 1998, Japan Foundation Asia Center (Angkor era Kiln site Survey, Preservation, Public
Master Plan Creation Project). Principal Investigator, (-March 1999).

1996

1996 Ministry of Education Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research, Research Results Disclosure
Promotion Fund (‘“University and Science,” Public Symposium, “Rediscovery of Asian Knowledge”).
Principal Investigator.

1997

1997, 1998, International Exchange Fund Asia Center, (Basic Survey of Ethnic Traditional Cultural
Properties in Siem Reap Province, Cambodia). Principal Investigator, (—March 1999).

1999

1999, 2000, 2001, Ministry of Education Scientific Research Grant International Academic Research
Infrastructure Research, (A), “Tropical Asia (India, Southeast Asia), Research on the Construction of
a Model for the coexistence of villages and Cultural Heritage in three nations.” Principal Investigator,
(= March 2002).

2002

2002 Japan Foundation Asia Center, (Publication of the “Investigation and Research catalog for a
large number of Buddhist statues excavated from the vicinity of Angkor Wat”). Principal Investigator.

2002

2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT),
Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research, (A) (Survey and Research of Historical Water Use in Cities in
Tropical Asia (Southeast Asia and India). Principal Investigator, (—March 2006).

2004

2004, Japan Foundation Asia Center (International Symposium, “Cultural Heritage, Identity, and
IT (Information Technology)-Angkor Wat and the Utilization of 3D Technology,”). Principal
Investigator, (—March 2005).

2006

2006 and 2007, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT), Grant-
in-Aid for Scientific Research (B) Overseas Survey, (Study of the Roots of the Buddha on a Naga in
Cambodia and India). Principal Investigator, (-March 2008).

2013

2013,2014,2015, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT), Grant-in-
Aid for Scientific Research, (A) Overseas Survey, (Verification of the Road to Angkor Wat). Principal
Investigator, (-March 2016).

2015

Survey conducted for the formation of the 2014 Japan Foundation Asia Center (Angkor Wat
Restoration Human Resources Development Project). Person in charge and responsible for Research,
as well as activities related to the Research Project, (-May 2015).

2015

Japan Foundation Asia Center (Angkor Wat Restoration Human Resources Development Project)
Manager, (—June 2018).




