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Prasat Thom (right) and Prang (left)

Capital city has an axis of 15 degrees northwest
Koh Ker (921-944)
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White
Elephant’s !
tomb .

Prasat Thom Prasat Kraham

Elevation plan and plan view of Koh Ker capital city




Prasat Kraham (red temple)

East entrance to the main
Pyramidal Prang (temple), made
by bricks

Koh Ker (921-944)

Causeway from the east entrance to the main complex of Prasat Thom,
fallen columns and it used to have a wooden roof. (Field research,
December 2000), Koh Ker (921-944)




Reconstructed Plan of Koh Ker (Parmentier. H)

Fallen columns and it used to
have a wooden roof

Koh Ker (921-944)

Seven-tiered pyramid of Koh Ker, 42m high
State ritual ceremony was performed on the top
Koh Ker (921-944) 7




Broken east stairway of Prang and bamboo handrail
New western wooden stairway was erected in 2016.
(Field research in 2011), Koh Ker 921-944) 5

Altar at the top of Prang,
Pedestal supported by Simha,
We could see Kulen mountain from this
42m high of Prang
Koh Ker (921-944)




Group of small brick ruins in the Prasat Thom compound, Koh Ker site
Growing of tropical trees and vegetation
Koh Ker (921-944)
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Depicted scene of Yama god on the pediment, Prasat Krachap
Koh Ker (921-944)




Three brick towers of Prasat Pram
Growing tropical trees rooted on the towers
Koh Ker (921-944)

Linga of Prasat Balang (north), located to the northeast of Rohal reservoir
Linga is 1m high and 0.9m diameter installed on 3.4m squares of Yoni
Koh Ker site was characteristically used the big sandstone, so we can find
a 7 tone of sandstone at the site, Koh Ker (921-944)
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Reconstructed plan of pyramidal Prang (Parmentier. H)

Parmentier. H.:L ‘Art Khmer Classique. Monuments du quadrant Nord-Est,
Paris, Les Editions d'Art et d'Histoire, 1939.
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Reconstructed plan of Prasat Thom (Parmentier. H)

Parmentier. H.:L ‘Art Khmer Classique. Monuments du quadrant Nord-Est,
Paris, Les Editions d'Art et d'Histoire, 1939.
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KOHHER, Capasi da s T Egevinta

e

Gopura of the 1st enclosure (Parmentier. H)

Parmentier. H.:L ‘Art Khmer Classique. Monuments du quadrant Nord-Est,
Paris, Les Editions d'Art et d'Histoire, 1939.
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KOH HER, Canpns ' & b T Evcainta

"'.1. " i i

Gopura of the 1% enclosure, laterite tower (Parmentier. H)

Parmentier. H.:L ‘Art Khmer Classique. Monuments du quadrant Nord-Est,
Paris, Les Editions d'Art et d'Histoire, 1939.

17




US Museum
Returns Stolen
Rama Statue

By Prrem Foen

A [ICl Sox’

T CAMIG PR T
A Mk ot caiviees of
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risirirg satoe from the Kob Ker
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Saohus of Hindu daity Rama
Statue...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mir. Virnk said uf
the Diver At where
the 1.6meteranll forso had been on
display vntl] December, first con-

tacted Cambodinn officials in rmid:
H015 and seabed s retum in an
agreement with the Councll of
Minsters sgreed on Felwuary 16

turned,
T Yiosrke Mestropolitan Mussum
ol Art in X013, and four others held
i codlections ot Sotheby's, Chris
te's, the Norton Simon Museum
andf thee Clewedand Musseumm,
Anne Levnnistre, Unesco's rep-
esenitative 1o Carmibodia, said it
while the stater’s retum wes
prently appreciated, four mone
stntues from Prasat Chen sre still
befieaa] b0 be el in private ool
etione

“To herve all of the states e
turmed b0 Carnibodia s something
Lipeson has been working hand o
achueve, and we appeal o wmyone

tack home, it mery e while be
fore it gpoes on public display, said
M. Vi

tirme b it o b clbsplonewd with
thee other statues thist henve been
furmed,” he sad, without saying ex-
mctly what improvemnents wene
Ty reathe bo the soulpturne, “hwil
tador: 1t st 1 yeur.”

160229 The Cambodia Daily
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A Recommendation for Registration of the Koh Ker
as the World Heritage List

By Yoshiaki Ishizawa

Professor, Sophia University
Director, Sophia Asia Center for Research and Human Development
2017 Ramon Magsaysay Awardee

I. What is the history and what concepts lie hidden within the ancient
structural remnants of Koh Ker?
(1) From inscriptions of the period extending from the appearance of Jayavarman |V to

1052 AD.

Koh Ker city is present day located in Preah Vihear province which was built in the 10" century.
Jayavarman IV, who was regent during the reign of King Yashovarman I (889-910 AD) in Angkor
period and who was married to his daughter (the princess), launched a coup d’état and usurped the
throne. He carried away to the new capital of Koh Ker the cult of Devaraja, the Tribhuvanegvara
(Tribhuvani$vara) Shiva Linga, which had been the ritual sacred object since the days of Jayavarman
IT (802 AD). With the possession of this Shiva Linga, king Jayavarman IV affirmed the legitimacy

of his kingship. The period was 921 AD, and the real truth of the political religious power of the

Devaraja, was concretely displayed in the construction of the new capital city.

(2) The new capital city of Koh Ker was established with a fresh concept that counteracts that of the

old capital city of Angkor, by tilting the base line 15 degrees to the northwest. This new city is tilted

15 degrees northwest. Hence, the Pyramid Prang temple, the Rahal Reservoir, and the surrounding
wall, all comply with this facing northwest by 15 degrees. It is the world’s first capital city having
an axis of 15 degrees northwest. This new capital city was established over a period of 23 years,
with the concept of the axis being tilted 15 degrees northwest. The axis lines of the Angkor capital
city are north, south, east and west, but if we conduct a research in detail, some temples are tilted 2

degrees; for example Ta Prohm temple.

(3) The central area of the capital city (incomplete) constitute a massive structure of

(1200 x 1200) meters.

The new capital city of Koh Ker lies 130 kilometers away from the Angkor area. Its central
area is possessed of, (I) A pyramid-shaped national guardian temple called Prang, with a ground
foundation of (62 x 62) meters. Seven tiers are stacked, and the topmost layer has a central shrine
made of wood. (2) There is a man-made reservoir called Rahal (560 x 1200) meters. (3) Besides
these, new temples were built in 30 other locations. The period was from AD 921 to 944. (4) The
construction was carried out in the reign of king Jayavarman IV. Having escaped from the Angkor

capital city, he asserted the legitimacy of the kingship he had usurped at the newly opened Koh Ker.

This is the first instance of succession to the throne being realized on the basis of merit. He was the



original great autocrat of this area, and by erecting massive temples, lingas, city, and by utilizing

other huge set-ups, architectural works, and so on, he counteracted the earlier political authority of

the Angkor capital city.

(4) The construction of the Baray (Rahal) and its limitations.

The Baray (Rahal) was built in the reign of king Jayavarman IV. It was 560 meters long and
1200 meters wide. The building of the baray was a hard task as it involved scraping off rocks and
stones at the bottom of the reservoir, and concurrently the orientation of the baray too had to be

aligned 15 degrees in a northwesterly direction.

(5) Orally conveyed traditions of the region and ancient White Elephant Legend.

An artificial hillock of around 20 meters height, which is said to be the tomb of the White
Elephant, also serves as an object of faith, in the Neak Ta or local belief. It is also a cultural tradition
that links Angkor, Beng Mealea, Koh Ker, and Wat Phu (in Laos), by means of the old highway.

(6) The Prang temple is the Koh Ker version of Mount Meru—its foundations are 62
meters a side.
King Jayavarman IV built as a state temple the Prang temple of the seven tiers, having a height
of 35 meters. The base is a square measuring 62 meters a side, and the topmost area measures 12
meters a side. It is said that it enshrined the linga, the divine body of Tribhuvanecvara, the guardian
deity of the kingdom. At the peak of the temple lay an enormous foundation stone, for purposes of

enshrining a huge linga. The scale of its size was unusual.

(7) The death of Jayavarman IV (941 AD) and the relocation to Angkor.

It seems as if Jayavarman IV expired in 941 AD, and in the same year his son Harshavarman II
appears to have ascended the throne. The mother of Harshavarman II was both mother and sister to
Angkor’s Rajendravarman I (944-968) AD. A mere two years after Harshavarman II had ascended
the throne, Rajendravarman I, who was the earlier power in the Angkor capital city, came on an

invasion, and the divine Devaraja Linga was once again returned to Angkor.

Il. Special characteristics of Koh Ker, which is recommended for registration
as a World Heritage List

(1) The capital city puts into practice vast mechanisms and fresh concepts concerning
novel contrivances.

The great archaeological ruins of Koh Ker are confirmed by huge contrivances. 1) We know

when the capital city was erected and when it was discarded. 2) This capital city once constructed
an immense number of wooden temples and monasteries. 3) A huge reservoir (Rahal) was the source
of irrigation for the rice fields that were used to sustain the residents. The Rahal was also oriented
15 degrees northwest, and other edifices in the vicinity also followed a northwest orientation of 15
degrees. 4) The capital city was square-shaped, with each side having a length of 1200 meters, and

it was also oriented 15 degrees northwest.



(2) The geographical location of the Koh Ker capital city and characteristics concerning
the attached shrines.

Koh Ker area was a relay point on the ancient highway from Angkor to Wat Phu, Champasak
province, Southern part of Laos which was originally occupied by the Khmers. Srayang, a large
village lying south of Koh Ker, is the name of a robust training center for wild elephants. There are
two reservoirs, Rahal and Andong Preng, next to these is the archaeological site Prasat Dang Tong,

and on heading south we find Prasat Banteay Pir Chon.

(3) The characteristics of the Rahal reservoir.

The Rahal is a large reservoir that stretches from south to north. Its base is oriented 15 degrees
to the west, it extends 1200 meters from south to north and 560 meters from east to west. In the east
and south the reservoir utilizes a gentle slope, and small watercourses that flow into the southeastern
corner receive the waters of the surrounding areas in the rainy season. Embankments have been
provided in the north and west, and the water overflowing from the reservoir follows a 515 meters
channel through a laterite sluice, toward the northeastern corner. The baray was used for irrigation,
for which reason drains are visible in few places. Andong Preng is a reservoir that was excavated
approximately 140 meters to the west of the Rahal. It has a length of 35 meters and a width of 25

meters.

(4) Prasat Thom — characteristics of the central tower and royal palace.

The first surrounding enclosure of Prasat Thom is of sandstone, and it contains 21 temples and
two repositories for Buddhist scriptures (libraries?). These temples and repositories are both made
of bricks. Nine of those temples are clustered on a single terrace. An east-west passageway with a
Naga parapet crosses the moat, and this passageway is the principal axis of the entire archaeological
site. Just next to it are the ruins of the ‘Royal Palace,” enclosed by a laterite wall which is now having

no ceiling.

(5) Characteristics of the surrounding wall, foundation, and niches of the capital city of

Koh Ker.

1) The Prang temple with a pyramidal shape is representative of the architecture of Koh Ker.
2) The characteristic of the capital city’s surrounding wall (incomplete), consists in the fact that it
is very thick. 3) The characteristic of the foundation floor lies in the guardian deities having animal
heads, which serve as decorations for it. 4) The characteristic of the pedestal is linked to the fact
that the pedestal of Prasat Kraham has four Garudas statues attached to it. The pedestal for the five-
headed God Shiva is especially ideal. 5) On the surface wall of the gateway of Prasat Thom, the

tapestry is extraordinary. 6) That props inform us of the basic types of pillars.

(6) Features of the Koh Ker ruins — entrances, lintels, and verification of pediments —

1) The entrance gates are of two types. In the first type the octagonal pillars are provided with
5 motifs. 2) In the second type the cylindrical pillars are very exquisite. 3) The corollas of the lintels
begin from the bottom middle, extends horizontally to the left and right, descend at both ends, and



wind up again. They are continually arabesque. In the central motifs we recognize a lion’s head,
as well as the deities Krishna, Garuda and Vishnu, Indra, and others. 4) The characteristic of the

pediments lie in the fact of khmer art style that the whole things is U-shaped.

(7) The architectural and artistic features of the Koh Ker ruins.

1) It is a classic example of a ruin that reveals a deep fondness, and at the same time a lack of
resolution. 2) Khmer art at that time reveals a great new rule, with reference to a new composition.
The same motif is repeated unceasingly with differing dimensions. 3) The capital city of Koh Ker
is Khmer style of a massive Shiva temple. An image of the Shiva Linga of unusual standard, and

the kin of the God Shiva, occupy a vast space. The God Shiva is represented through many lingas.

(8) Koh Ker art engendered top-ranking artistic works. It gave rise to an era of great change through
the expressions of its statues. 1) Koh Ker art created its own original world of beauty and produced
representative works of sculpture. It is very chaotic, and yet at the same time it represents an era of
great change. 2) Religious traditionalism and a tendency towards
massive edifices together led to an alteration of the era, in a mood
of refined feeling. 3) The distinctive novelty lies in the vividness
of the features of the sculptures, their vibrant ingenuity, and their
soberly displayed simplicity. 4) In the famous sculpture in the full
round, namely, ‘two combatants’ (a god and Ashura grappling
with each other), the one wearing garments with folds is probably
a Deva (God), and the other is probably an Ashura. The quality

of the material is sandstone, the height is 0.8 meters, the age of

the Image is the second quarter of the 10" century and the place Two Combatants

of discovery was Prasat Thom.

(9) The history of Koh Ker and the principal image of the Devaraja Linga.

1) The pyramid-shaped Prang was the state guardian temple, and it was also built for the sacred
body of Tribhuvanegvara. 2) Jayavarman IV in his inscription asserts with reference that he erected a
linga on a 36 meter high base. 3) As for the dating of the ruins, it is believed the role of Chok Gargyar
as the capital city began in 921 AD, and it continued 23 years to 944 AD.

lll. Inclusion as a World Heritage Site. Reasons for endorsing the Koh Ker
ruins as a World Heritage Site.

(1) The disclosing of the historical setting that involved the removal of the Divine Body

(Tribhuvanecgvara) from the Angkor capital city, and the justification of the usurpation of the throne,

serve to clarify the historical truth that the winning of the throne was an issue based on meritocracy.

Possession of the Divine Body confirmed the legitimacy concerning the occupation of the throne.

(2) This is the first instance in the world of a capital city, where the orientation is 15 degrees

northwest. So far, several capital cities and buildings (ruins) of the Angkor period have already



been confirmed. Yet this is the first case of a capital city being established with an orientation of 15
degrees northwest, and for some reason Koh Ker is the only such special capital city. Why was the
base axis tilted 15 degrees northwest? As a world cultural heritage, this should serve as a starting
point for a fresh evaluation of the monument. This is something extremely rare, for it is the only
cultural heritage monument in the world that is oriented 15 degrees to the northwest. Probably, it was

based on the cosmology and/or the good or bad fortunetelling at that time.

(8) The capital city is a massive monument with a surrounding wall of dimensions (1200 x 1200)
meters. The historical fact that the establishment of the capital city began around 1100 years ago,
culturally indicates that it merits registration as a World Heritage Site. At the same time, the vast
contrivances meant for purposes of denying the old capital city of Angkor, such as the massive capital
city itself, the enormous temple, and the large Shiva Linga, can be valued highly as manifestations
of national energy. The construction of mammoth temples (such as the Prang temple and others), is
evidence that the denial of the earlier Angkor capital city was an event that was communicated both
within the nation and abroad. These capital cities serve as valued evidence of this truth, and this

historical fact is in conformity with the criteria for World Heritage registration.

(4) The oral tradition of the White Elephant is an intangible cultural property, that fortifies the

issue of ‘World Heritage Registration.” During festivals, one may view traditional Cambodian rituals

performed by the local people of the area, and besides, we will be able to investigate the local spirit
beliefs of the residents of the vicinity, and thereby resurrect the courtesy and etiquette of the Angkor
era. The culture of the oral tradition is an intangible cultural asset. As a traditional cultural event,
by using the hillock of the White Elephant legend, performances may be staged with reference to
traditional dances, shadow plays (Sbek Thom), and others. Before the hillock of the White Elephant
a white screen used for shadow plays can be set up. It would be an open-air theater before a bonfire,
where the main characters of shadow plays stage performances, wherein the good are rewarded and
the evil are punished, through humans and animal with family love and sacrifice. During Khmer

new year, Trot is performed based on the traditional ritual in the area.

(5) The Prang temple is the Koh Ker version of Mount Meru. Within the temple the divine body of
the nation, the Linga of Tribhuvanegvara was venerated, the king was proclaimed as being ‘divine,
and the meaning behind the existence of the new capital city was justified. Mount Meru and the

huge Shiva Linga statue are scenarios easy to understand. The reasons for the erection of the new

capital city and existence of the Prang Temple, constitute issues that merit their registration among
the Cultural Heritage of the World.

(6) Tt was the first political case of usurpation of royal authority power, which asserted the fact that
‘Ability is Justice.” The historical truth that royal power was seized through skill, and the massive

set-ups that lay at the background of this royal power, such as large capital cities, huge temples, and

royal palaces, indicate that the site deserves to be included among the World Cultural Heritages,

as first example of an archaeological site described in a Cambodian context. There is content. The




succession to the throne in Cambodia was mostly meritocracy.

(7) The historical truth that Cambodia had a matrilineal society, may be judged from these

cases of succession to the throne. The succeeding king, Harshavarman II, and the opposed king
Rajendravarman (944-968) AD, were cousins. Their mothers were sisters. Even so, the two were

actual enemies who desired the throne, and the issue was settled by war. When historical facts

surrounding the throne indicate the truth that people are unforgiving even with regard to brothers

and relatives, it is a sign that the monument deserves to be registered as a World Heritage Site.

(8) The Cambodian nation is presented as a World Heritage Site. Koh Ker is a capital city whose

ruins can display and communicate the charm of traditional Cambodian culture to the world. The

new capital city exhibits concepts embodying all values of the Cambodians, and it is a site best
suited to carry out investigations related to the manner of construction. In particular, the progress
of the construction can be shown at the site, and the way in which the construction proceeded can
be verified. The new concepts in the construction, and the construction results of the past 23 years,
can be confirmed at the site, and it is also a cultural heritage site where we can check and see the
extent to which the construction had progressed. This Koh Ker capital city is incomplete. Yet, on
considering the establishment of the capital city of that era, we see that it is a ruin where our dreams

expand, a ruin well qualified for registration as a World Heritage Site.

(9) For the re-vitalization of the region, we could plan on the erection in Koh Ker of a new local

archaeological museum, as well as a stone edifice that serves as a Research Institute for Conservation

and Restoration. Through such place of conservation and restoration work, we will be able to
rediscover Khmer traditional practices. The establishment of the capital city was based on the
natural terrain of the Koh Ker area. By showing the local people and tourists the difficult sandstone
bedrock construction areas, we can conduct tours for personal experience. The means whereby the
tough sandstone bedrock was removed for the construction of the Baray, will be reviewed. Here, the
work went on, but the dreadful experiences the people underwent will be studied. With regard to the

capital city, experiential tours can be conducted.

(10) A personal experience of the cosmological view of the Cambodians, as well as courses related

to a viewing of the ruins, can be newly established. We will consider also how the Cambodian view

of the universe has been realized in the establishment of the capital city. The placement relationship
existing between the three-edifice-set, that is the capital city, the National Guardian Temple, and
Royal Palace, as well as the pyramid-shaped temple, each of the temples, will be studied. In particular,
the positioning of the principal deity, the God Shiva, and the size of the main hall, will be analyzed.
This capital city is a cosmological world. How was the chief deity placed? This positioning, as well

as its cultural and historical significance, will be inspected.

(11) We shall inspect the place of the originality of Koh Ker art. Aside from the planning of grand

edifices, this will be an occasion for us to review the art. Culture can be conveyed through the



unique originality of Koh Ker art, as well as the study of iconography. There lies a sense of life and
authenticity in the alignment of the huge sculptures, and this is a chance to see how self-controlled
spirit and value at that time they may be evaluated. We shall inspect the 23 years continuously
constructed surrounding wall and the completion of the temple foundation and see who among the
gods are presented in temple lintels, gables, and niches of the sculptural adornments. It is a great ruin

that is suitable for World Heritage registration.

On the basis on the detailed explanations provided concerning these 11 items above, we

recommend the Koh Ker Archaeological Site for registration as a World Heritage List.

Research Documents
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Prasat Kraham (red temple)

East entrance to the main
Pyramidal Prang (temple), made
by bricks

Koh Ker (921-944)

Causeway from the east entrance to the main complex of Prasat Thom,
fallen columns and it used to have a wooden roof. (Field research,
December 2000), Koh Ker (921-944)




Reconstructed Plan of Koh Ker (Parmentier. H)

Fallen columns and it used to
have a wooden roof

Koh Ker (921-944)

Seven-tiered pyramid of Koh Ker, 42m high
State ritual ceremony was performed on the top
Koh Ker (921-944) 7




Broken east stairway of Prang and bamboo handrail
New western wooden stairway was erected in 2016.
(Field research in 2011), Koh Ker 921-944) 5

Altar at the top of Prang,
Pedestal supported by Simha,
We could see Kulen mountain from this
42m high of Prang
Koh Ker (921-944)




Group of small brick ruins in the Prasat Thom compound, Koh Ker site
Growing of tropical trees and vegetation
Koh Ker (921-944)
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Depicted scene of Yama god on the pediment, Prasat Krachap
Koh Ker (921-944)




Three brick towers of Prasat Pram
Growing tropical trees rooted on the towers
Koh Ker (921-944)

Linga of Prasat Balang (north), located to the northeast of Rohal reservoir
Linga is 1m high and 0.9m diameter installed on 3.4m squares of Yoni
Koh Ker site was characteristically used the big sandstone, so we can find
a 7 tone of sandstone at the site, Koh Ker (921-944)
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Reconstructed plan of pyramidal Prang (Parmentier. H)

Parmentier. H.:L ‘Art Khmer Classique. Monuments du quadrant Nord-Est,
Paris, Les Editions d'Art et d'Histoire, 1939.
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Reconstructed plan of Prasat Thom (Parmentier. H)

Parmentier. H.:L ‘Art Khmer Classique. Monuments du quadrant Nord-Est,
Paris, Les Editions d'Art et d'Histoire, 1939.
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Gopura of the 1st enclosure (Parmentier. H)

Parmentier. H.:L ‘Art Khmer Classique. Monuments du quadrant Nord-Est,
Paris, Les Editions d'Art et d'Histoire, 1939.

16

KOH HER, Canpns ' & b T Evcainta

"'.1. " i i

Gopura of the 1% enclosure, laterite tower (Parmentier. H)

Parmentier. H.:L ‘Art Khmer Classique. Monuments du quadrant Nord-Est,
Paris, Les Editions d'Art et d'Histoire, 1939.
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Sophia Asia Center for Research and Human Development

Sophia University Angkor International! Mission
La Mission Internaticnale sur I'Etude Scientifique d'Angkor de I'Université Sophia.

Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Decho Hun Sen
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia
Phnom Penh

Dear Samdech Prime Minister,

Since December 2000, Sophia University Angkor International Mission, in collaboration
with the APSARA National Authority, has been conducted the research at Koh Ker
archaeological site. With Samdech’s goodwill, in December 2000 we were allowed to use
the military helicopter for our research at the Koh Ker complex. [ sincerely would like to

give my gratitude for your support.

References:

1. Yoshiaki Ishizawa, fnvestigation of the Angkor Monuments, No. 8, pp.18-37, 2001.
(in Japanese)

2. Yoshiaki Ishizawa & Satoru Miwa, Cambodia: The Five Great Temples in the Jungle,
Rengo Publishing, pp.132-149, pp.219-223, 2014. (in Japanese)

3. Yoshiaki Ishizawa, Viewpoint and Discussion: The Five Great Temples in the Jungle,

NHK Broadcasting Program, 2016. (in Japanese)

Koh Ker archaeological site has historical and cultural value that is suitable for
registration as UNESCO World Heritage List. [ would like to report our result of study as
sending with the attached documents of the academic recommendation of the general
findings.

September 8, 2020

Director, Sophia Asia Center for Research and Hums:
Recipient of the Ramon Magsaysay AW

CC: H.E. Madame Phoeurng Sackona,
Minister of Culture and Fine Arts

<CAMBODILA> <JAPAN=
Oifice address: Phum Tresng khum Skokram, Siem Reap Province, CAMBODLA 7-1 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, 102-8554 Tokyo, JAPAN
Postal address: PO.Box 39 PT.C. Siom Reap, CAMBODIA ENAFT YT AN e T -
Telephone! Facsimile: B35 (0063 964 267 Tel:B1-{0)3-3238-4136 Fax:B1-(0)3-3238-4138
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Research Documents

Prasat Thom (right) and Prang (left)

Capital city has an axis of 15 degrees northwest
Koh Ker (921-944)

L




White Prang

Elephant’s !

tomb
4 Prasat Thom Prasat Kraham
.r’:rh_::'.g F e
CalBai A =

Elevation plan and plan view of Koh Ker capital city

Prasat Kraham (red temple)

East entrance to the main
Pyramidal Prang (temple), made
by bricks

Koh Ker (921-944)




Causeway from the east entrance to the main complex of Prasat Thom,
fallen columns and it used to have a wooden roof. (Field research,
December 2000), Koh Ker (921-944)

Fallen columns and it used to
have a wooden roof

Koh Ker (921-944)




Seven-tiered pyramid of Koh Ker, 42m high
State ritual ceremony was performed on the top
Koh Ker (921-944) 7

Broken east stairway of Prang and bamboo handrail
New western wooden stairway was erected in 2016.
(Field research in 2011), Koh Ker 921-944) 8




Altar at the top of Prang,
Pedestal supported by Simha,
We could see Kulen mountain from this
42m high of Prang
Koh Ker (921-944)

Group of small brick ruins in the Prasat Thom compound, Koh Ker site
Growing of tropical trees and vegetation
Koh Ker (921-944)

- ——
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10




Depicted scene of Yama god on the pediment, Prasat Krachap
Koh Ker (921-944)

Three brick towers of Prasat Pram
Growing tropical trees rooted on the towers
Koh Ker (921-944)




Linga of Prasat Balang (north), located to the northeast of Rohal reservoir
Linga is 1m high and 0.9m diameter installed on 3.4m squares of Yoni
Koh Ker site was characteristically used the big sandstone, so we can find
a 7 tone of sandstone at the site, Koh Ker (921-944)
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Reconstructed plan of pyramidal Prang (Parmentier. H)

Parmentier. H.:L ‘Art Khmer Classique. Monuments du quadrant Nord-Est,
Paris, Les Editions d'Art et d'Histoire, 1939.
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Reconstructed plan of Prasat Thom (Parmentier. H)

Parmentier. H.:L ‘Art Khmer Classique. Monuments du quadrant Nord-Est,
Paris, Les Editions d'Art et d'Histoire, 1939.
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Gopura of the 1st enclosure (Parmentier. H)

Parmentier. H.:L ‘Art Khmer Classique. Monuments du quadrant Nord-Est,
Paris, Les Editions d'Art et d'Histoire, 1939.
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Gopura of the 1% enclosure, laterite tower (Parmentier. H)

Parmentier. H.:L ‘Art Khmer Classique. Monuments du quadrant Nord-Est,
Paris, Les Editions d'Art et d'Histoire, 1939.
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Siatus of Hindy deity Rama

Statue...

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

M. Virsk sl represendathors of
the Diver Art Museum, where
the 1.6meteranll forso had been on
display vntl] December, first con-
tacted Cambodinn officials in rmid:
2015 and ssabed its retum in an
agreement with the Councll of
Mintsters sgned on February 16

fior s return home,” Chinstogd
Hednrich, the museum’s dinecior,
s qucked] s saying.

Frollcraring ﬂr:h:mmn:;‘l‘lllz

huvee: sinoe been locwted and e
turmnel, incheding two from the
Mimar Yoark: Metropolitan Museum
ol Art in 2013, and four others held
in collections o Sothety's, Chrts:
te's, the Norton Simon Museum
and the Cleveland Museum.

Anne Levnnistre, Unesco's rep-
resenitative 1o Cannbaodia, said Gt
while the stater’s retum wes
predly appreciaisd, four mone
studues from Prasst Chen are still
befieven] to be held in private ool
etione

"To herve all of the states re-
turned 1o Canibodia bs something
Lipeson has been working hand o
achueve, and we appeal o wmyone
whio may curmendly henae one of the
reniing statues i ter privite
coliecthon o foflow the nice geshne
ol the Derrver nmusevan aned oetum
" s sl

Allhough the Rama statue =

hack home, it meg be a while be-
fore it gpess o prblic disply, said
Mr. Virke

“Rejairing the torso will take
tirme b it o b clbsplonewd with
e enther staatuess St hene been e
ferrred, ™ e sald, without saying ex-
mctly what improvemnents wene
vy inaache b e sculpiune, “howill
tador: 1t st 1 yeur.”

160229 The Cambodia Daily
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v

Sophia Asia Center for Research and Human Development

Sophia University Angkor International Mission
La Mission Intemnationale sur I'Etude Scientifique d"Angkor de I'Université Sophia.
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