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SUMMARY: This article reexamines Pierre Elliott Trudeau’s
peace initiative of 1983-84. Ultilizing Stephen Krasner’s “national
interest” definition, rigorously speaking, he failed to achieve
concrete outcomes. Domestically popular and a last hurrah
for him, the initiative was not as widely welcomed outside of
Canada as some previous literature has suggested. Based on a
recent multiarchival study and other new information, this article
asserts that Pierre Elliott Trudeau almost completely failed in his
endeavors. The absence of good preparations and his wish for
“equidistance,” i.e., Canada’s diplomatic efforts to keep as far away
as possible from the influences of both the United States of America
and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, are the two major
reasons why he was unsuccessful. His limited access/intimacy
with major policymakers in the U.S. and the United Kingdom also
caused his mission to derail.
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