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SUMMARY: This paper analyzes the debates on Japanese
American redress and reparations for historical injustices such
as African American slavery, with an emphasis on the 1980s’
discourse on civil and human rights. Previous studies have
shown U.S. Congress members in the late 1980s interpreted “the
internment” as a civil rights violation and used “redress” to project
itself as the global moral and human rights leader in the post-Cold
War era. However, this paper will show that Japanese American
community leaders also contributed to this discourse throughout the
1980s. Therefore, redress was not unilaterally a U.S. government
invention. Japanese Americans equally provided a framework for
consensus-building in debates over the legitimacy of the redress
movement.
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