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(The Catholic Background of Coughlinism
and McCarthyism)

Hiroaki Shiozaki*

SUMMARY IN ENGLISH : Coughlinism and McCarth-
yism have been called demagogic-social phenomena in the
depressed and hysterical times of confrontation. Two dema-
gogues, Coughlin and McCarthy, have been studied mainly
as political or social subjects.

This paper aims to throw a new light upon the Catholic
aspects of Coughlinism and McCarthyism that have not been
referred to very much in studies about them.

First, the activities of Coughlinites and McCarthyites
have to be considered in the context of an American Catholi-
cism that was innocent at that time of real socio-politics and
amalgamated mostly with conservative and patriotic Amer-
icanism.

Secondly, the popularity of Coughlinism and McCarth-
yism, especially among Irish and German American-Catholics,
should be understood in the light of Marian Piety, which
propagated not only Marian Cults, but also anti-
Communism.

Thirdly, the spread of Coughlinism and McCarthyism
could not be explained without the traditional Populism or
Progressivism that has been dominant in Midwest Catholic
circles.

Finally, future studies concerning these topics should aim
at re-examining the attitudes of American bishops or Catholic
reformists towards Coughlinism and McCarthyism with the
help of recent American Theology.

* 4EIEaLEE, Professor of International History, Junshin Women’s Junior College,
Nagasaki
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