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(Poe’s Coincidences
An Intersection of Literature and History)

Kii Nakano*

SUMMARY IN ENGLISH : E.A .Poe’s favorite use of the
word “coincidences” in his short stories has a close correlation
with the formative years of American history. While he was
a student at the University of Virginia, its founder, Thomas
Jefferson, died. The date was of historic significance. It was
the Fourth of July, 1826, which marked the 50th anniver-
sary of the Declaration of Independence. What should have
been an occasion for joy became a day of sorrow. And Poe
was to'be found among the mourners. It was all the more
impressive by reason of the fact that on the same day, one of
the cosigners of the Declaration of Independence, John
Adams, also died. These coincidences left an impression on
the consciousness of the American people. Five years later,
again on the Fourth of July, James Monroe died.

This succession of remarkable coincidences gave rise to
the increased currency of the word “coincidences” which was
originally used as a mathematical as well as an astronomical
term. The word took on a new meaning, which Poe exploited
in some of his best short stories, such as ‘The Assignation’,
‘The Fall of the House of Usher’, ‘William Willson’, ‘The
Gold-bug’, ‘The Murders in the Rue Morgue’, and ‘The
Mystery of Marie Roget’. “Coincidences” is not merely his
favorite word but also the substance which makes those stories
what they are. Poe as a short story teller is haunted by
“coincidences”. He highlighted the word and by his genius
elevated it to the status of an important literary term.Poe’s use
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of it is characterized by the same peculiarity that characterizes
those historic coincidences revealed in the history of the
American Revolution.

The coincidental deaths of Adams, Jefferson and Monroe
became a source of inspiration for Poe. It is upon this
pattern of coincidences that the stories here discussed are
found to be modeled. The author didn’t let the coincidences
appear directly in ‘The Assignation’, but the simultaneous
deaths of the hero and heroine at different places testify to the
concealed pattern. ‘The Fall of the House of Usher’ depends
upon the pattern with a yet more intensified tragic effect. The
major characters are related here as sister and brother rather
than lover and beloved. In ‘William Willson’ coincidences
come together in the form of a genuinely allegorical pattern.
At its deepest level this piece of work can engage the reader’s
moral concern. Through ‘The Gold-bug’ Poe proves that
coincidences can be humorous enough to make a comedy.

In the 1840’s Poe’s treatment of coincidences entered a new
phase as can be seen in ‘The Gold-bug’. Until this point the
major characters reacted to coincidences emotionally or
morally. In his new phase Poe has his heroes react to coinci-
dences in terms of pure reason. This shift of emphasis in the
use of coincidences results in making Poe the inventor of what
we call detective stories. The important point here is that Poe
finds justification of coincidences in the theory of probability.
This clearly shows that Poe is an heir of the American
Revolution, which went hand in hand with the Probabilistic
Revolution in that age.
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Thus there is such a thing as being too profound. Truth is not
always in a well. In fact, as regards the more important
knowledge, I do believe that she is invariably superficial. The
depth lies in the valleys where we seek her, and not upon the
mountaintops where she is found.!
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You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain
cannot be hidden.
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The word was soon applied figuratively to identity of opin-
ion, but, according to Prof. Marsh, was not fully popular-
ized, at least in America, till 1826. On the Fourth of July
in that year, the semi-centennial jubilee of the Declaration of
Independence, Thomas Jefferson, the author of that mani-
festo, and John Adams, its principal champion on the floor of
Congress, both also Ex-Presidents, died; and this fact was
noticed all over the world, and especially in the United
States, as remarkable coincidence. The death of Ex-President
Monroe, also, on the Fourth of July, five years after, gave
increased currency to the word.®
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As an instant afterwards, he stood with the still living and

breathing child within his grasp, upon the marble flagstones

by the side of the Manchesa, his cloak, heavy with the

drenching water, became unfastened, and, falling in folds

about his feet, discovered to the wonder stricken-spectators

the graceful person of a very young man, with the sound of

whose name the greater part of Europe was then ringing . '?
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I staggared back to the table — my hand fell upon a

cracked and blackened goblet — and a consciousness of the

entire and terrible truth flashed suddenly over my soul.®
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It was, beyond doubt the coincidence alone which had arrest-
ed my attention; for, amid the rattling of the sashes of the
casements, and the ordinary commingled noises of the still
increasing storm,the sound in itself had nothing, surely,
which should have interested or disturbed me .
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FHT DI BROFLERBVOZFIELROKTLIAIRL
SIEFEDOHRT, BXDHDEFAOEKEF [ £ 22 b 0LEE,
TRLE ST Bl 6 THS)

BOBDORERICE T 2 WFOBEDRITHE L DIXAFOBETH

%o B FREEOEESEE_OBE LR, I ITHEHEL TV 2E
GREROXE2WTCIREOBE L LAZFIRshZwhd Lk
Vi,

Oppressed as I was, upon the occurence of the second and
most extraordinary coincidence, by a thousand conflicting
sensations, in which wonder and extreme terror were predom-
inant, I still retained sufficient presence of mind to avoid
exciting, by any observation, the sensitive nervousness of my
companion. '
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A striking similitude between the brother and sister now first
arrested my attention; and Usher, divining, perhaps my
thoughts, murmured out some few words from which I
learned that the deceased and himself had been twins, and
that sympathies of a scarcely intelligible nature had always
existed between them.'®
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In me didst thou exist and, in my death, see by this image,
which is thine own, how utterly thou hast murdered thyself 77
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But assuredly if we had been brothers we must have been
twins; for, after leavng Dr.Bransby’s, I casually learned that
my namesake was born on the nineteenth of January, 1813; —
and this is a somewhat remarkable coincidence; for the day is
precisely that of my own nativity.!®
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I would wish them to seek out for me, in the details I am
about to give, some little oasis of fatality amid a wilderness of
error.*®
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ROENZEARBMTHEID, INBES B LEELUHYETD
THEFFEYVFOBFCRHESBILZ T2, DEDF XA P23
HEDTZZ LR D, RYBFUHRARBHOA X —VlF~< 4 F X
DAR=YDIFTTH2, TLTATYADA A —VIF TS A%RDI
o [A7YADE D 2fEm] IEEL %5, RVOBMRTIRLEE
RWEOFERME I, BREREN 2 L-EBasBard24D
I HERD 2 E v, HORLLBRIRYEEI NI RTYDEANC
EOoTHARBRERLEEE UTERT 22N TH-> T, BERE
HThs2ED, IKBH#HZ2E5Z6N200F 7Y R EMIThZDIZ
SHEDbLW, FTYRALWIEELRA X — VBB BB LT
el (74070 40V ] UEREREZ TWD, #o
THR] b [7y vy v —FROEHE] bFEY FO/E KT 2 Kb
HERNTIREZL, BLAERNTH2-OWOEY OREZD b DH
BENERICE SN, BEZEECH UL TRIER] [7y Yy —
ROBEI [T 4 VT L7400V V] OB RV IZBEEDT
~ VIR B o 2, 1830 ER TR Y DEAH o~ v EHEHITEY &
K Z2¥TD, 1840 FERICA 2 LHIFFE D FOBE T 2 KD & 158
EHIRL MR BEcEE8E2 52 2, 2NIMESORMORIE & ik
EEER L2, ERFNRIAT BT 2EEOY 7Y X LARBROEHR
ERWKLz, BOXIRBAETEL, BECIVETETX2@81C
o TRIBHEBNH E DS FH LW » VIV RAIEET 2,
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THAEPHA LD L LT RBEBIZET WS,
Let it not be supposed, from what I have just said, thatI am
detailing any mystery, or romance.?®
(HETVLTERZ L6, DM LHTRYZ Z L 2L
720, a9 YABREISIELTWADOTREVWLERELR
b WTIEE 21»)

RYFBEBEOHICOo ) THR] [Ty ¥y —RO®E] [V 1Y
T4y v THER Z L RHBALRD, FnsEaT R
ELTET, Lietdo T LEROXBEZ—EORBIOFETH D, HHEFH
T 2HRBEH L 25T W05, BYFN0D [ Hibiys 2 &
WZIZESL BB a degree of acumen which appears to the ordinary
apprehension preternatural (@D AN IZEARDBER 244N TS &
BEZ22 55282 EENT0IRPHERLTBE Y, £ e
& %12 preternatural (HARDEF 2L TV %) DFENXEEZ EIZT
ZAAROEXFEEDOEE ORI E > TRVEBPHIF Tl L:2Z
ITR-ED IR THL, ZDEED supernatural (HRDFEE 2B 2

TWw3) LDy DMEIRENTHS, ¥V A MESULEET
BZARIZE > THHOHEERbNOLNDEITTWIEBRI N T E 2
¥, INSZODFERWo LT [BERKW] LBRT 20
bﬁﬁﬂ’)bf%of’%%%ﬁhbiﬁﬁff)% ZLTRVEEINLD
TEEREMENZIT T IV L DOEERZANIBTER L 26K
R 2BV, RYDOBERPEFET 2 Rz s —FEOXANIARAI RS

S5IPbBEDEL, RUVBHEEBINTIHEINNIELE I TESTH
WO B RS L, DA F) AEEORREERICAND SLEH
AU %, SHAVONTWARENLKEOFELF &N L, K
FOBEIREBR L CEEL DU TWEONEEDOHETHY, B
THEBICRE 20087 A ) HDOHETH S, NED OEFH LEERS
NTWIERERFEENR Y OBIFRIZ 27z - T preternatural % F 57z <
supernatural ¥ [F U D & L TFolele®d, TOHEFIT T NTREIC
BFRINTWE, RUBNBEBEGEEET S &> Z ki3 preternatural
b DEEEL T supernatural 2 H D EHET B L) T LKA DE
ZF37%bDTHolz, preternatural 72 b DIXEREM I TE R W
23, supernatural 7% & DIZTTRET L\ 5 OBTEEDZEM DKL T 5 E
#TH ol T L TAR supernatural ZEE &2 RIT 5FHERY
RO MG 28, BERMCKERT S, ARFRICS W TERR 035%
EEEDS b—EERNTWIDIE 7 IV ATHoT, BT T VA
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KEDY =7 7=V ViFT 7 =Y =7 KREFFICY T > THERE
ERT 2, RUPEGHNLERRCHRBLI- L 22055 tﬁ'hbi
V=Y T7REEBL MRV, RYOBERRLERRARZ
BRIWCEINITHS D, TUBRETAFZBDE LTRUIDTS
N1zD [FENVTEHOBRAN] 120720 T2/ BRINCE - T:RAE
HEZISTh2, T oHEL SABISH L 2lD, 0=
HRICEEINZ, LrbBEBCZOE&RKREBEEINT- TR0 TH-
Teo WU —BRRBIUTOEEEEZE X 203505720, JEADEID HL
bTERL, BERREL S I N T2 NV ZEEICEOIHL, &
ERANDREREL , ) —EBRIFRC DV BE T, BARE
RLI:DZDHEZMED S EoRTE LIt TV —F v THotz,
I wish you, therefore, to discard from your thoughts the
blundering idea of motive, engendered in the brains of the
police by that portion of evidence which speaks of money
delivered at the door of the house. Coincidences ten times as
remarkable as this(the delivery of the money, and murder
committed within three days upon the party receiving it),
happen to all of us every hour of our lives, without attracting
even momentary notice. Coincidences, in general, are great
stumbling blocks in the way of that class of thinkers who have
been educated to know nothing of the theory of probalilities
— that theory to which the most glorious objects of human
research are indebted for the most glorious of illustration. !
(B oBERES ol R EEDESRVWI L EEZ
TWTEEDRE, ROFOFTEEBIEWVWIESDOEFW
T, BEXEEHD LEZ L ROE»S, BT onE
2RO IFH L bN=AUREHEINDI ZATI LD+
BELREREZBE, # 2 bhbhOHEIELC T3,
BL TRGRERRCOVTALEE R ot ALK DEZ 3
FEEHORELDETEDEZD)

T aXUBRROAORET £ TIIFBEL, SFL, BELTW»
b, TORRENTEHOBRACIEEL RV ERERE T LI, DFD
PATRBEEC Lo TEL LMWL 72, B—ROBERZHESD & H
LOBRESF Y= VT DOHBOBEAETH S, FEROEEIX
FAVWEZBVLODONT T VT —F UHERITE S EBYONED R
DI F T2V TW e Z e TH D, ZOWMBIEA TV Iz DHBTEIZ
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YWEBC R ST ZAOLTHTH D, 7 2/ SV IEE-ROBE LE
ROBEEFBUDT2ERIBD o, T2/ SV IZHEERDFHE .2 LR
Vo REZOHEETHEZOBREEZ 53T OBEBEIY
32bDTH?LERT %, HIIIOERIEIHTT —F D%
T35, BERECERR2TIDITRE, BYFIZIOA =Y —0D
BT oM & B2 ER R TG L, Wach ke Ladlz, —RBEiks
K%kof%b?d,Wﬁwﬁfm%ﬁéwﬁbébfﬁﬁ<ﬁ?§
ZEMEBFBUES DTH 5,

Nevertheless, that he failed in the solution of this mystery is

by no means that matter of wonder which he supposes it; for

in truth, our friend the Prerfect is somewhat too cunning to

be profound.®

(L UEBHRIREE D Z OMMEE KRBz DIL, E1EZ 5 &

S IEMASTRERTO TRV, Bxbh oKk 2188

REOEESD LIE» D BT ET, LRI EL070)

% XED somewhat |3 I shall be only too happy to help you &
WIXHNZBITS only DEIZE2L TS LHEMWMEINIERNETH 5,
WREEICEEADRIT TRz D TRV, PRI EEPETIERD
KFDTnE, ZUBKERTEL2REY OIREZBEAL» D2, RV
DEABEOBRN —REKXE L ZREREOE Ul R 2 BEET
HBHZEREZDLE, (ERHPHDTWEEROENE 2D 57D TE
WHIS &N,

YIReAuTAFOFIVNVEERECLIROEEE [HE8]

TiX, EARIOHE FZ2—E7ORCHILFRE->-TWVWD, 27/ —
DRBL IV PEBBED b ONIARBEIECTILCELT
v MREOEE L EWEAF T LI EHERYREE LT,
TEZEDEED FIC &R BV I NV EOMEBILEENTH %, RaClicfs
2ETHRARYVIEZCHRBEV . —FES TOEVHE, BOENV

) TEEOSFHEEEBHD 2. T OROEBENEIIS D3 ERTH
35, ESRCEERDRIDENT AV »EGOFLEEESTH -
el Thb, BBERAXYAEEEF v— VAP OAYOTHA
PEDREBETLEMEOERBE Chol, B THEL TW7-Eday
HICHEBROEBIIBFINOBRE 0 & 12Tz, BRABRKY TR < A
a5 A FINO<MNHED >R/ VA Y hURDIZIhE2EMELT
T EENZ OBMED 12 O IO b e fai e b L 12
W& B, F L TEMBEDRO—AZ R Y IZHERIZY 5 Tz, RY
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DY UNYETHE ST X ) A EHICD W T ORELKRE % BH T X
tf‘/)o /\Wbié%&i)>6/177 V/&:T&’AX@’E“TL?’:%@OD
Bz [Eei] OMBCEIL T3, TTIZV KDHDBEEIT
Yol R [EBESB] CHISREBE LR, BE0ESIT TR
NTHEI L%, BEBIRD L 2EAESEE LI 31258 L
bD LD,

VIS REBPBLLWEREHRE TS HREVFR 275 8%
FiRs, TNRETAFRETHo7IcH ST, METIIEREICEN—H
TRIFICKDIBDETH o7z, RELRBHER D BICERA D O
%ﬁ&uﬁﬁf%%vﬁi FERIE, FRRCBORZH#TRY

5o BOFRENDMFEOVLIMARZRANTVRE LLbRUTHEET,
RIFICSARES L&, VIS5V FRIZEEAOEECEHSD <,
T ZRRESXIEONTR TNz, A b—) — i3 BEED SRS DR
, EMORRICES, FADIEY FIHES 2T 2,

B-ROBELBE_ROBEORIEANIE > Eicbl: 2B
KOWTOFHAE ¥ 2,

I say the singularity of this coincidence absolutely stupefied

me for a time. This is the usual effect of such coincidence. %

(ZOBEDTFWICHIZRRE LIz, 20 X 5 2B 1I3E
THRD LS CRIGT 5 TH23)

And then the series of accidents and coincidences — these

were so very extraordinary. Do you observe how mere an

accident it was that these events should have occurred upon

the sole day of all the year in which it has been, or may be,

sufficiently cool for fire, and that without the fire, or without

the intervention of the dog at the precise moment in which he

appeared, I should never have become aware of the death’s

head and so never the possessor of the treasure?®

(ENH5 L5 bDIRL LEBREM LBEANEL. LN
BEOTHBRBERE STy —FEONTHEVIESTZD
HIZEF T 22 ATI LR OFBRY LG0T

o PIZITBIFICKE ANBIFEDECHKE 510, 5%

BEIKS1DTL x5, WHENLEREST & 5 12kH

MRLID T, ZARZ LD RD 125, RIIBBICE

o225 L, EVOFEEICEZE bR

72%3)
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VS Y RROINSDRAIBEOERE L THREL I ENTE
2, TNEEEXFED TV NIER Y MEPADCRE L S HS
MW &7 A HEGOLELUBABEIOERE LTOHD I T
&3, ZOBEBXBMEIZVT [EEE] CED SN R Y OEHF
BDIEVZBTHAI, BERENB—RPS, ZIRPSXFNDDH
RUT ML [EeE] CBU2EE6%, ERNCEELTZLE
BAREIZECR U 72BN [ « u Y = ORBEBH] TH2, &V
OWH/NHFZLBAZTOLR Y [V - vy = DXEHEMHE] 255
HETR->EVE—REFEREW > TVRREET, V=T 7=V L7
FUAXDERLIBEOR 2R VPBICHEEL T1d, £I3RDEW
BR D (i AR S FATOEERI R/ ) —IRE L, BRITOEEE 2 = 2 —
-V ICHRELIODPORKIIET 2\, INETOEETHS»ICL
7L SRV > TE-RO>TCOE_RBERITHY, BIRD
STOE—REEBITHB, RUMBEV e o/2DF I D X5 2EE
DESHTH-> T, HEEXZDHDOTIELV, Lizdd> TRY RS
WHRVELTEE L TW A EEINFEBVFELONENETH D,
%1% E?‘JMWMEAOD%IJD Hjudﬁﬁﬁb“cm%yb)@:‘ L TH 5,
LaLZENniEH ETHRE BEIR2F|ENTCERODFAETH 2
IEERn, Yav WzW/JQﬁEkiof_1~a 7Rz
Sl ATV = uY 7 —AEHFOEBL KT DT F A DHETOREEDS
el hrcENDOR [T « vy = DXEFENG] OWFELTE
FIED I ETRD OB, L L ZHIFETLVELOFlIcER
¥, RIEROBLNRMNE WD TH S, RV idEA»EmE v >
SBWTEL, FHBNENERVAATERL W) FETERLZHD %,
A SEOBEIT L D XFWICRIL &L 5 LRAATH D TH %,
TIE <Y« oYz OXREEME] OO Kb 2H#fiz &XF L LW
EREBHEOVWTONER—HEFL 2o BERL LD,

The extraordinary details which I am now called upon to
make public, will be found to form, as regards sequence of
time, the primary branch of a series of scarcely intelligible
coincidences, whose secondary or concluding branch will be
recognized by all readers in the late murder of Mary Cecilia
Rogers, at New York,*

FAHAFRL & D L LT3 REFELBMHOFM X, FHrIIE
FErownzid, H3IFLACEEREL - —EDOEED, v
DIXE—IEETHOTHY, ZOE, DEVEEER
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THDR, BE=a—F—I TRISLATV —ky ) 7.

Y7 —ABLO—HETHo722 L, BFSLTRNTOH
%%Ebi\, ARFEINDBZEREESLED)

I repeat, then, that I speak of these things only as of coinci-
dences. And further: in what I relate it will be seen that
between the fate of the unhappy Mary Cecilia Rogers, so far
as that fate is known, and the fate of one Marie Roget, so
far as that fate is known, and the history there has existed
a parallel in the contemplation of whose wonderful exactitude
the reason becomes embarrassed.®

(2 ZTRIFEVIBEL T I, FAZ Zh o 0BG 2 2L OfF
HELTET DR, ZLTESIZ, FOELRFTEFIEBS2D
2B 55H, I6NTWBRITDATY —y ) 7.

oYy —ADEmE, AU H2HETOY cuvxmd
Eap L OFCEMMEN DD, ZhBTHEDRI EE2EL 2
EZBbHDHEETERIELZITHB)

RUVBY 77—V =7 TRILBEOER L 5 FRICRVFET TF
BT 2 BEOEE» S LEPWIZFHS ZWMVEL, o %2R
HL, ZOEWEMLL THOBRNREIES 2, £ HFRED
FTESOLIMNBERRELED TREIRIZDVBTVE R S5 HE
B2V, TDEIBRKRYDXFEEIZTODBT AV A EGFDOELR LD
RICH o TBE L WIEEL > 2 L 2 U EOEETIZIZSIHTE 2
EEZD, RUD [ENTHOBA] OFTHEE 2EMENCEI T 3
ZEDTE2ERFEFRZ T That theory to which the most glorious
objects of human research are indebted for the most glorious of illustra-
tion””()\Fﬁ@ﬁn?‘é% YHENLLWLDH 2D SZDORICDONTEHR G HE

LWEHBERZ LT AR LoD L BEFETIIR W, #
z"ui MIT 23 1989 ZEWCFHT U 7z =4 The Probabilistic Revolution®
D 50T 3 ZBSFOFEMGRX 2T 120 TH4a 3 asbh 3
ZETHL I, BUREOFEMIIFEME D Edy & BB L To7-BEEIoxnt
THRLDBRER G, WAL, R OFELIEREIZTH S <
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