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SUMMARY IN ENGLISH : The 1988 American presidential
election has shown that the American people have chosen
stability and the status quo by electing George Bush as presi-
dent. The Republican Party has won a third straight presiden-
tial term and the goals and policies of the new administration
are similar to those of the Reagan years. Thus, the governing
party remains the same and the policies similar, yet the image
the party leader projects has changed. Whereas President
Reagan was charismatic and skillful as a communicator,
President Bush is very cautious and more of a moderate.

Presently, the international environment is not as precari-
ous as before. The Soviet Union is no longer the “evil empire”
in the eyes of many Americans. Because of this greater
stability in global relations, George Bush has been able to
concentrate on domestic problems. At the time of the 1988
election, the unemployment rate was low and the U. S. econ-
omy was in good condition. This, in addition to the stable
global environment, gave the American public a sense of
security as they went to the polls. The stability and the strong
U. S. economy during the last half of 1988 worked as a plus
factor for the Republican Party.

President Bush faces a Democratic majority in both
houses of Congress. The 1988 election saw the Democrats
gain seats in both the upper and lower houses. This balance
of Republican administration and Democratic majority in
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Congress shows the neutral stance of the voters. President
Bush does, however, understand the inner workings of Con-
gress better than many other presidents. His past experiences
as a congressman, as an ambassador to China, and as director
of the CIA will give him the administrative skills he needs in
order to deal with a Democratic majority.

Over the past six presidential elections, Democrats have
lost five. Three of the five defeated Democratic candidates lost
by very large margins to the Republican candidates. The
Democrats realize their weaknesses in presidential politics,
and are seriously trying to change their past record.

As for the future of U. S. politics, public opinion should
not change drastically as long as the economy stays healthy.
Past examples suggest that it is always difficult to force the
existing administration out of office if the economy remains
strong. This situation will force Democrats to engage in even
more soul-searching if they wish to improve their standing
with American voters.
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