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SUMMARY: This article studies the rise of the trans-Atlantic Evan-
gelical culture before the American Revolution, focusing upon the itin-
erant ministry work of George Whitefield. Whitefield is important not
just as the “founder” of American revivalism but also as the chief
shaper of the Evangelical communication network among the Calvinist
groups in the Anglo-Atlantic world. The previously existing network
of colonial elite Protestant ministers eventually expanded to include
non-elite colonists thanks to Whitefield’s outreach to the populace.
His trans-Atlantic ministry went beyond the ethnic and racial as well
as the denominational boundaries. As seen in the process of publica-
tion of the elegy written by Phillis Wheatley on Whitefield’s death, the
trans-Atlantic Evangelical revival movement provided the energy to
transform the religious as well as the cultural landscape of pre-Revolu-
tionary America.
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