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SUMMARY: The year 1998 marks the hundredth anniversary of the
coming to Japan of the first Quebec missionary: Héléne Paradis,
Sister Marie Beata, arrived at Kumamoto on October 19, 1898. She
was 24 years old when she arrived and stayed continuously in Japan
for 62 years until her death in 1960. She was a Franciscan Mission-
ary of Mary, and with three other sisters she founded the Biwasaki
Tairo Hospital for lepers. She was also the first superior of a home
for old ladies near Seibo Byoin Hospital, Tokyo (both of which still
in existence). During this century, Sister Beata was followed by hun-
dreds and hundreds of Quebec missionaries. Their contribution to
Japanese social, educational and spiritual welfare was outstanding
from many viewpoints. Since the end of the Second World War, they
formed the largest Catholic missionary group. After presenting the
life of Sister Beata and giving statistics about her followers’ activi-
ties, the authors go on to make a preliminary social assessment of the
prodigious efforts made by these missionaries. Although a more thor-
ough study should eventually be done, we can conclude that in spite
of the particularly difficult circumstances of their lives, these sons
and daughters of Quebec made a great impact on the Catholic Church
of Japan, and, by way of feedback, on their native Quebec as well.

* Chercheur eu études québécoises et japonaises
#% Emeritus member of Institute of American and Canadian Studies, Sophia University, Tokyo,
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82 FERTFXv 27 A

£ 1518 % A 158 15 B

1898 1 1
1899 1 1
1900 1 1
1901 1 1
1902 2 2
1903 2 2
1904 3 3
1905 7 7
1906 7 7
1907 7 2 1 10
1908 7 3 1 11
1909 7 3 1 11
1910 7 5 1 13
1911 7 5 1 13
1912 7 5 1 13
1913 7 4 1 12
1914 7 4 1 12
1915 7 2 9
1916 7 2 9
1917 7 2 9
1918 8 2 10
1919 8 2 10
1920 9 3 12
1921 9 3 12
1922 9 4 1 14
1923 9 9 4 22
1924 10 9 4 23
1925 10 11 4 25
1926 13 10 3 26
1927 17 11 2 30
1928 21 22 2 45
1929 22 26 2 50
1930 25 29 2 56
1931 31 34 4 69
1932 41 37 10 88
1933 54 46 10 110
1934 63 47 10 120
1935 71 49 10 130
1936 80 51 9 140
1937 89 52 9 150
1938 96 52 11 159
1939 100 56 13 169
1940 99 52 13 164
1941 87 46 11 144
1942 87 46 16 149
1943 83 41 16 140
1944 57 37 13 107
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1945 55 37 13 105
1946 72 36 9 117
1947 83 36 12 131
1948 112 49 17 178
1949 128 60 19 207
1950 145 75 24 244
1951 165 82 28 275
1952 176 93 34 303
1953 179 99 38 316
1954 184 108 43 335
1955 185 112 45 342
1956 192 115 46 353
1957 191 119 47 357
1958 191 116 50 357
1959 186 119 53 358
1960 191 121 55 367
1961 205 123 59 387
1962 210 127 57 394
1963 215 124 56 395
1964 214 122 54 390
1965 211 122 56 389
1966 209 121 61 391
1967 208 118 61 387
1968 208 112 60 380
1969 195 111 54 360
1970 189 116 55 45 405
1971 186 113 56 43 398
1972 178 114 54 44 390
1973 175 113 52 44 384
1974 166 111 54 43 375
1975 158 107 55 42 362
1976 150 105 57 42 354
1977 144 102 57 44 347
1978 134 96 51 46 327
1979 128 92 49 47 316
1980 132 91 47 46 316
1981 126 84 47 47 304
1982 118 83 45 51 297
1983 114 81 43 54 292
1984 108 81 43 62 294
1985 106 81 41 66 294
1986 96 81 41 73 291
1987 92 81 40 81 294
1988 84 81 40 96 301
1989 79 78 36 114 307
1990 77 74 30 134 315
1991 74 72 30 162 338
1992 72" 71 29 168 340
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