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SUMMARY: In this paper, I examine the collapse of the Populists’
political coalition with African-Americans at the turn of the twentieth
century. North Carolina’s People’s Party tried to obtain an electoral
fusion with the Republican Party to win the state election in 1894 and
1896. In 1898, the Democratic Party tried to win the state election.
They propagated the fear of “black domination” by using caricatures in
the papers. The Populists criticized such propaganda and called it
“hypocrisy by the Democrats.” They formed a coalition with African-
Americans. However, the Democratic Party won the election.

In 1900, the State Democratic Party tried to pass a constitutional
amendment for the disfranchisement of African-American voters and
to gain power. The Populists criticized the move, citing that it would
deny poor whites their voting rights. They did not resist the disfran-
chisement of A frican-Americans; they were afraid that educated “black
elites” would gain control of the state along with white Democrats. In
this paper, I focus on how the Populists changed their racial standpoint
in the 1900 campaign, while criticizing the domination of the elite
among both blacks and whites.

* PEPASE A Graduate Student, Graduate School of Intercultural Communication, Hosei Univer-
sity, Tokyo, Japan.
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The News and Observer (Raleigh), September 27, 1898.
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