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SUMMARY: 

*  Professor, School of International Studies, Kwansei Gakuin University, Nishinomiya, 

Japan.

The 2006 renewal of NORAD brought a new 

dynamic to the Canadian-American alliance: it was the latest 

revision with additional maritime warning duties added to this joint 

military command, and had no expiration date.  This paper analyzes 

how and why NORAD was renewed the last time in a mutually 

satisfactory fashion.  It focuses on the 9/11 incident and the failure 

of NORAD and its aftermath, Canadian non-participation in the 

(Ballistic) Missile Defense Program and the Bush Administration’s 

disappointment, and the Conservative minority government’s 

treatment of NORAD renewal.  For the United States, the 

renewal/amendment was “business as usual” with little media or 

Congressional attention paid to it, except for the offi cial welcoming 

statement.  Canada’s House of Commons, however, debated the 

ratifi cation of the agreement, with the pacifi stic New Democratic 

Party opposed to it.  Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper 

passed it through Parliament, but not much binational cooperation 

has occurred on homeland security since then. 
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