(

John Cabot and Newfoundland:
Myths and Traditions
vary ARy beZa—-T7 TR

TG L ARAR DR T)

Yutaka Takenaka*

SUMMARY IN ENGLISH: John Cabot (c.1455-1498), having ob-
tained a grant of letters patent from the King Henry VII, set sail from
Bristol of England in search of Asia in a small ship, the Matthew, in
1497. He stepped ashore on land somewhere along the eastern coast
of what is now Canada. However, exactly where Cabot landed has
been much debated by historians over the past years because there
were scant references to Cabot’s voyage. Therefore, this paper deals
with Cabotian studies in relation to the documents including the let-
ters of J. Day, R. de Soncino and L. Pasqualigo and interpretation of
various statements put forth as to why Cabot’s voyage is significant.
His voyage provided the basis for England’s claim to Newfoundland.
In addition, it is also discussed how the Cabot 400th and 500th anni-
versary celebrations in Newfoundland contributed to invent the de-
sirable form of the Cabot tradition. Though J. Cabot is still an enigma
wrapped inside a mystery, he was an ideal candidate to become a
national founder-hero for Newfoundlanders.
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1) — T (Lorenzo Pasqualigo) (2 & A7 = = ADRHFHTDLDTH b,
LARY MZE2HAKED (BR) (L) 2 &2 OftiEOKTFIZoW
T, RITEERD L D IEXZE-> TV 5,

[London, 23 August 1497] That Venetian of ours who went with a small
ship from Bristol to find new islands has come back and says he has dis-
covered mainland 700 leagues away which is the country of the Grand
Khan, and that he coasted it for 300 leagues and landed . . . ."®

b)—2iF, I/ 0BHu Y FUAREVAEY R PV F—
(Raimondo de Soncino) 12X A b DT 58ELITI T /KB LR o TWwh,
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[24 August 1497] News received from England this morning by letters
dated the 24th August . . . . Also some months ago his Majesty sent out a
Venetian, who is a very good mariner, and has good skill in discovering
new islands and he has returned safe, and has found two very large and
fertile new islands . . . ."°
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[London, 18 December 1497] There is in this Kingdom a man of the people,
Messer Zoane Caboto by name, of kindly wit and a most expert mariner .
.., he committed himself to fortune in a little ship, with eighteen persons
... he at length arrived at the mainland, where he hoisted the royal stan-
dard and took possession for the king here; . . . .20

BIEDLIAND &Y v F— ) OFMRIIIMED 75 TR TR D 555
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. . - he landed at only one spot of the mainland, near the place where land
was first sighted, and they disembarked there with a crucifix and raised
banners with the arms of the Holy Father . . . . They left England toward
the end of May, and must have been on the way 35 days before sighting
land; the wind was east-north-east and the sea calm going and coming
back . ... They spent about one month discovering the coast, . . . .22
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... it is hoped to push through plans for exploring the said land more
thoroughly next year with ten or twelve vessels--because in his voyage he
had only one ship of fifty ‘toneles’ and twenty men and food for seven or
eight months-- . . . and they want to carry out this new project. It is
considered certain that the cape of the said land was found and discov-
ered in the past by the men from Bristol . . . .2
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Be it known and made manifest that we have given and granted . . . to our
well-beloved John Cabot . . . to sail to all parts, regions and coasts of the
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eastern, western and northern sea under our banners, flags and ensigns . .
. to find, discover and investigate whatsoever islands, countries, . . . which
before this time were unknown to all Christians . . . .25
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- .. may conquer, occupy and possess whatsoever such towns, castles,
cities and islands by them thus discovered that they may be able to con-
quer, occupy and possess . . . .26
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