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SHINOZAKI Kaori (University of Europe-Asia)

Contesting Chineseness: Bangsa and Queues in the Straits Settlements, 1896-1911.
The purpose of this paper is to trace how the concept of “bangsa” functioned in the Straits Settlements, especially in Singapore and Penang, through controversy over queue cutting among Chinese there from 1896 to 1911. 

The term “bangsa” is a Malay word, which is usually combined with the term “Melayu” and used in the form of “bangsa Melayu”. Nevertheless, the concept of “bangsa” itself, as a term describing populations or groups of people distinguished by cultural characteristics, has not been proper to Malays. People in the Straits Settlements recognized that its society was composed of culturally different various human groups. Some of such groups tried to organize themselves so that they could secure and maintain their own identity. This is the very consciousness of “bangsa”. 

The scholars studying the concept of “bangsa Melayu” often point out that the consciousness of “bangsa Melayu” has been formed in response to Malay fears that their interests were about to be lost to locally domiciled aliens, particularly the Chinese. In other words, the existence of Chinese was a factor to promote the feeling of “bangsa Melayu”. If it was true, what about Chinese? What factor created and reproduced consciousness of Chinese? 

The scholars studying Chinese community in the Straits Settlements often stress that Chinese officials, reformists, and revolutionaries who visited there at the turn of 20th century promoted consciousness of Chinese among Chinese there. It would be partly true, however, this paper tries to show that it was rather the multi-bangsa circumstances in the Straits Settlements that created and reproduced the consciousness of Chinese. The controversy over queue cutting in Singapore in 1898, and in Penang from 1903 to 1911, will clearly show how the Chinese were well aware of multi-bangsa circumstances and tried their best to secure their identity, as what “bangsa Melayu” did. 
