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[B-02] Abstract

NISHIO Kanji (Toyo Bunko)
Bangsa and Politics: Melayu-Bugis Relations in Johor-Riau and Riau-Lingga
Recent studies on the early modern Malay world focus on the growth of the Malay World in this period.  They highlight the aspect of spreading of Malayness that caused the shift in ethnic identity among the non-Malay peoples.  On the other hand, little attention has been given to the statecraft that enabled the Malay and the non-Malay peoples to live together in a political unit.  This paper discusses this question by taking cases of the 18th century port-polity and its successor.

Johor-Riau in the 18th century was a Malay port-polity that was founded and survived with the strong support of the Bugis immigrants from South Sulawesi.  During that century, this port-polity grew to flourish as a center of trade, Islamic learning and Malay culture, like Melaka and Johor in previous centuries.  Therefore, we may say that Johor-Riau was successful case as port-polity, although the Tuhfat al-Nafis tells that the Malay-Bugis conflicts were frequently occurred in this state.  The question now arises is why Johor-Riau could survive despite its inter-ethnic conflicts.

The Bugis people of Johor-Riau gradually assimilated into the Malay culture.  Their descendants of the 19th century Riau-Lingga played a significant role in both transmitting and developing that culture.  Nonetheless, these people maintained  Bugis identity as shown in both the Silsilah Melayu dan Bugis and the Tuhfat al-Nafis.  The Tuhfat al-Nafis, in particular, tells that the peranakan (mixed blood) Bugis always took Bugis side in the Malay-Bugis dispute.  The question we have to consider here is why the Bugis people (including the peranakan Bugis) maintained Bugis identity.
In order to answer these questions, this paper will approach Malay historical materials such as the Aturan Setia Bugis dengan Melayu (Cod.Or.1724[2], Leiden University Library) and the Sejarah Raja-Raja Riau II (von de Wall 62 [IV], Perpustakaan Nasional Republik Indonesia).  Based on the analysis of these Malay manuscripts, this paper will show the following points.

First, ethnic concepts were instituted in order to share political benefits between the Malay and the Bugis.  Therefore, the shift in ethnic identity was sensitive issue that was closely related to their political status.  Second, kinship relations and Islamic ideas were also underlined in order to promote the inter-ethnic cooperation.  Both the Bugis and the Malay parties actually made a political compromise with each other as shown in two types of the oath of loyalty (sumpah setia), although their oath of loyalty stressed that it should not be changed.  Third, Johor-Riau and Riau-Lingga were port-polities based on the delicate balance between ethnic difference and inter-ethnic cooperation.  Hence, it is not surprising that inter-ethnic tensions often increased in these states despite their prosperity.

The founding of Johor-Riau can be said a new attempt that both native and foreign people live together in a state, while keeping ethnic boundary.  The cases of Johor-Riau and Riau-Lingga suggest that bangsa has become a subject of political discussion before modern period.
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