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[B-01] Abstract

Anthony MILNER (Australian National University and ILCAA, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

The Making of the 'Bangsa Melayu'

The closer we look at the Archipelago world the more it seems that concepts of community and identity become an issue. It is increasingly clear that our understanding of pre-colonial Southeast Asia has been shaped by categories and classifications that were actually developed in the modern era. In particular our perceptions are blurred by a veil of 'Malayness'.
It is necessary to review the types of solidarity or attachment that operated before about 1800, and then examine afresh the experimentation that took place over the next two centuries. Multiple possibilities (and trajectories) were conceived of in these years: the tendency to view the period retrospectively has tended to conceal the range of options, and also the extent of 'ideological work' undertaken.
The two words 'bangsa Melayu' themselves contain a rich collection of possibilities. This paper will examine what the words have meant in different situations around the Archipelago, and also consider some of the alternative (and often competing) 'people-grouping' concepts that were formulated (and reformulated). It will survey the development of 'bangsa Melayu', consider some of the influences on that development, and ponder the practical implications of one construction rather than another.

