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[B-03] [C-01] Abstract

Michael LAFFAN (Princeton University)

What can collaborators tells us about the idea of an Islamic Indies?

Many western collections contain collections of Jawi documents that can tell us a great deal about notions of religious community in Southeast Asia, whether in the correspondence of local rulers with visiting traders, or yet the intercepted letters of teachers, pilgrims and ulama. In such a division though there tends to be an inherent position, often adopted by later scholars, to valorize the notion of Islamic resistance to colonialism's overwhelming of indigenous sovereignty, and to construct Islamic unity as either the obverse of colonial state-building, which depended on the collaboration of royal elites, and as the opponent of local or national concepts of identity that undermined the Umma; as with the examples of the Padris or the Acehnese ulama. Arguably less examined though, are the letters of the Muslim scholars who did collaborate with the Dutch. In this paper I will focus on a small file of such correspondence held in the files of the orientalist C. Snouck Hurgronje (1857-1936). These are suggestive, I shall argue, of the ways in which Muslim officials constructed networks of quasi-colonial authority that implicitly recognized the state in the making by accepting the framework of juridical authority of the Muslim courts established by the Dutch in 1881. Key to this, it seems, are the ways in which they recognized both Snouck and his Arab ally Sayyid `Uthman (1822-1914) as the paramount religious authorities in Batavia for questions raised from Aceh, to Borneo and Java. Indeed they seem to have identified Snouck in particular as someone able to plead their cases as the highest placed Muslim within earshot of the Governor General; leading to some very curious identifications of him as the Great Mufti of Batavia, and, implicitly, of their own still Muslim lands.

