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[A-01] Abstract

Michael LAFFAN (Princeton University)

Notes on Jawi Printing and tariqa Sufism between Mecca and Singapore, 1860-1900

Sampling some of the Jawi texts listed in the pathbreaking work of Ian Proudfoot as an entrée, this paper will make suggestions about the place of Sufism -- both specifically tariqa-oriented and that oriented to a general public -- in the dissemination of print works in the Jawi world from 1860 to 1900. In particular I wish to explore how such texts, initially lithographed by small-scale operators in Singapore with an eye to a profit, should be seen as bridging a living manuscript tradition in the region and paving the way for the acceptance both of typographed reference works from India and the Middle East, and the later introduction of Islamic periodicals such as al-Imam. It also set the scene for a division between the Malay and Javanese halves of the Jawi world, largely by virtue of the activities of key shaykhs in Mecca with different views of the scholarly standing of Malay and the format of printed works. In so doing, I will argue that we can only understand such shifts if we have our eyes set as much on doctrinal debates between Jawis and Arabs in the Ottoman Empire as in Southeast Asia, and that we need to link the study of Arabic and Jawi texts more closely together. After all, when considering works of religious literature in Southeast Asia, it is often hard to decide when a sentence has made a transition from one to the other.

