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The Mountain Dog

Marc Kaufman

IQ�D�VPDOO��ZKLWH�FHUDPLF�ERZO��0RUL\D�PL[HG�WKH�SRZGHU�
WKH�YHWHULQDULDQ�KDG�JLYHQ�KLP�ZLWK�VRPH�UHG�EHDQ�SDVWH��

The dog had taken to lying on the soft tatami in what 
ZDV�RQFH�WKHLU�VRQ¶V�URRP��FDWFKLQJ�KHDW�IURP�WKH�ORQJ�
UHFWDQJXODU�ZLQGRZ��EDUHO\�OLIWLQJ�KHU�KHDG�DW�DOO�IRU�KRXUV��
+HU�EUHDWKLQJ�EHFDPH�PHFKDQLFDO��+HU�WRQJXH�SXVKHG�RXW�
HYHU\�SDQW��DV�WKRXJK�JHDUV�ZHUH�ZLUHG�EHKLQG�KHU�MDZ��)RU�
D�PRXQWDLQ�GRJ��VKH�KDG�XQH[SHFWHGO\�WDNHQ�WR�WKH�FLW\��7KH�
smaller rooms, the narrower spaces, the hot concrete, the 
VKULQNLQJ�SDUNV�DQG�UXQQLQJ�SODFHV��QRQH�RI�LW�ID]HG�KHU��,Q�
WKH�PRXQWDLQV�RI�$NLWD��VKH�ZDV�ZLOG��2Q�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�
occasion, they found blood along the edges of her mouth, the 
UHPDLQLQJ�HYLGHQFH�EXULHG�LQ�WKH�JURXQG�RU�KHU�EHOO\��7KHUH�
KHU�WKLFN�VHVDPH�FRORUHG�FRDW�KXQJ�RQ�KHU�VOHQGHU�ERG\��,Q�
the decade since they had brought her here, she had slowed, 
DQG�SXW�RQ�ZHLJKW��)RU�SHRSOH��7RN\R�ZDV�DQ�DFFHOHUDQW��DQ�
igniting agent, but Moriya had watched as it had the opposite 
HIIHFW�RQ�WKH�GRJ��6KH�FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�FRUQHUV�PRUH�FDUHIXOO\��
(YHQ�\RXQJHU��VKH�QHYHU�SXOOHG�EH\RQG�WKH�UHDFK�RI�KHU�OHDG��
 .QHHOLQJ�RYHU�KHU��KH�ZDYHG�WKH�VPDOO�ERZO�RI�VZHHWHQHG�
PHGLFLQH�LQ�IURQW�RI�KHU�QRVH��³7KHUH�\RX�DUH�´�KH�VDLG��7KH�
GRJ¶V�WRQJXH�ODSSHG�OLJKWO\�DW�WKH�PL[WXUH��ZRUNLQJ�DW�WKH�
VXUIDFH��
 6D\XPL�VWRRG�DW�WKH�GRRU�EHKLQG�KLP��³'LG�VKH�WDNH�LW"´�
 ³(QRXJK�RI�LW�´

Fiction
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 ³6KH�KDV�WR�WDNH�LW�DOO�´�
³,�NQRZ���´
6D\XPL�OHW�RXW�D�VPDOO�VHLVPLF�VLJK��³6KH�KDV�WR�WDNH�LW�

DOO�´
³+DOI�RI�LW��DOO�RI�LW��ZKDW¶V�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH"´�$W�WKH�ODVW�

YLVLW�WR�WKH�YHW�WKH\�IRXQG�DQRWKHU�VSRW��WKLV�WLPH�RQ�KHU�VSLQH�
³*LYH�PH�WKH�ERZO�´�VKH�VDLG�DQG�SXVKHG�SDVW�KLP�
6D\XPL�VTXDWWHG�QH[W�WR�KLP��6KH�VPHOOHG�RI�EDWK�VDOWV��

her endless hair, falling down her back, still damp at the 
HGJHV��2QO\�WZLFH�D�GD\�GLG�VKH�HYHU�OHW�LW�GRZQ��6D\XPL�
took the bowl from his hands and angled it up under the 
GRJ¶V�FKLQ��³7KHUH�\RX�JR�JLUO���´�7KH�GRJ�FRQWLQXHG�WR�PDNH�
VKDOORZ�OLFNV�DQG�WKHQ��¿QLVKHG�DOO�VKH�FRXOG�

³7KH�YHW�VDLG«´�
³,�NQRZ�´�0RUL\D�VDLG�
³$W�OHDVW�IRU�KHU�FRPIRUW«´�
0RUL\D�VWRRG��7KH�ROG�WDWDPL�KDG�EHJXQ�WR�GHWHULRUDWH��

7KH\�ZHUH�PHWLFXORXV�FOHDQHUV��EXW�FRXOGQ¶W�ZRUN�IDVW�
HQRXJK�WR�VDYH�WKH�ÀRRU�IURP�WKH�FRQVWDQW�UHPQDQWV�RI�WKH�
GRJ¶V�KHDY\�FRDW��³,�KDYH�WR�JR�´�KH�VDLG�

³:LOO�\RX�UHPHPEHU�WR�EULQJ�EDFN�VRPH�SHUVLPPRQV�
WRQLJKW"´�6D\XPL�DVNHG�

³<HV��RI�FRXUVH�´�0RUL\D�ORRNHG�GRZQ�DW�KLV�ZDWFK�
³2QO\�WKH�ULSHQHG�SHUVLPPRQV�´�6D\XPL�DGGHG��DV�

0RUL\D�QRGGHG�
6D\XPL�PRWLRQHG�EDFN�DQG�VWD\HG�QH[W�WR�WKH�GRJ��

PDVVDJLQJ�VPDOO�FLUFOHV�LQWR�KHU�IRUHKHDG�
 
 0RUL\D�URGH�KLV�ELF\FOH�ZHVW�WRZDUGV�WKH�VWDWLRQ��/DWH�
DXWXPQ�SHHOHG�WKH�OHDYHV�IURP�WKH�WUHHV��SLOLQJ�WKHP�LQ�
FOXPSV�WKDW�EOHZ�DERXW�ZLWK�WKH�VOLJKWHVW�ZLQG��'DZQ�KDG�
DOUHDG\�OLW�WKH�VN\�D�JODVV\�EOXH��+H�FURVVHG�WKH�WUDFNV�RI�
the Inokashira line and turned right down the high fenced 

marc kauFman
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ZDOO�WRZDUGV�WKH�VKRSV�QHDU�WKH�VWDWLRQ��7KH�VRXQG�RI�WKH�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�FUDQHV�RYHUSRZHUHG�HYHU\WKLQJ��3URJUHVV�KDG�
PDGH�LW�KDOIZD\�XS�WKH�IHQFH��:KHUH�WKHUH�KDG�EHHQ�WKH�
bakery, the small antique store, the shoe repair and the key 
PDNHUV�VWDOO��ZHUH�QRZ�HPSW\�VSDFHV²HYHU\WKLQJ�JLYLQJ�
ZD\�WR�WKH�ZLOO�RI�WKH�URDG��
 1RYHPEHU�EURXJKW�WKH�JORVV\�UHG�)XML�DSSOHV�LQ�VPDOO�
EXQGOHV��8S�DKHDG�KH�FRXOG�VHH�'DLVXNH�DOUHDG\�KDUG�DW�
ZRUN��FOHDQLQJ�DQG�SLOLQJ�WKH�DSSOHV�LQ�VPDOO�URZV��PRYLQJ�
DURXQG�WKH�RWKHU�LQYHQWRU\�WR�JLYH�WKHP�WKH�PRVW�SURPLQHQW�
GLVSOD\��
 ³0RUL\D�VDQ«JRRG�PRUQLQJ�´�'DLVXNH�ZRUH�KLV�XVXDO�
dark pants and gray sweatshirt under a white apron that he 
EURXJKW�KRPH�DQG�FOHDQHG�QLJKWO\��QHYHU�DOORZLQJ�WKH�VWDLQV�
RI�WKH�GD\�WR�VHW��+H�KDGQ¶W�JURZQ�DV�WDOO�DQG�UD]RU�WKLQ�DV�
RWKHUV�KLV�DJH��VWLOO�KH�ZDV�EXLOW�WR�D�JRRG�DYHUDJH�KHLJKW��+H�
was broad and strong and had thick black hair that grew long 
LQ�WKH�EDFN��
 ³*RRG�PRUQLQJ��'DLVXNH��6RUU\�WR�EH�ODWH��7KDQN�\RX�IRU�
RSHQLQJ�XS�´
 ³7KH�DSSOHV�FDPH��,�ZDVQ¶W�VXUH�ZKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�FKDUJH�´
 ³7KH�VDPH�DV�ODVW�\HDU�´
 ³%XW�WKH�FRVW�KDV�JRQH�XS�´
 ³,I�ZH�FKDUJH�PRUH�ZH�PLJKW�VHOO�OHVV��,�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�JHW�
VWXFN�ZLWK�PXFK«/HW¶V�WU\�DQG�VHOO�LW�DOO�´
 The stall was little more than a square fashioned from 
SODVWHU�DQG�FRQFUHWH��$JDLQVW�WKH�OHIW�ZDOO�VWRRG�D�FRROHU�
where they kept a supply of fresh herbs and anything whose 
WHPSHUDWXUH�QHHGHG�UHJXODWLQJ��(OVHZKHUH��WKHUH�ZHUH�D�VHULHV�
of tables draped with faded green cloth that Sayumi had 
FKRVHQ��ZKLFK�GLVSOD\HG��LQ�QHDW�URZV��WKH�YDULHW\�WKH�VKRS�
VROG��0RUL\D�SHHOHG�EDFN�WKH�HGJHV�RI�VSLQDFK�DQG�OHWWXFH�
ORRNLQJ�IRU�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�PLJKW�KDYH�EURZQHG�RYHUQLJKW��+H�

the mountain dog
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ZDV�FHUWDLQ�WKDW�'DLVXNH�KDG�DOUHDG\�JRQH�WKURXJK�HYHU\�URZ��
EXW�WKH\�ERWK�NQHZ�WKH�LVVXH�ZDV�QRW�WUXVW�EXW�KDELW��%HIRUH�
turning to economics as his father so desperately wanted, 
0RUL\D�VWXGLHG�DJULFXOWXUH�DW�7DPDJDZD�*DNXHQ�8QLYHUVLW\��
+H�ORYHG�WKH�HDUO\�PRUQLQJV�PRVW�RI�DOO��)LUVW�RQH�WR�WKH�
¿HOGV��WKH�JUHHQKRXVHV��WKRVH�FORVH�LQVSHFWLRQV�WKDW�EHJDQ�WKH�
GD\��7KH�ZD\�¿QJHUWLSV�IHOW�RQ�WKH�ULGJHG�DQG�LPSHUIHFW�HGJHV�
RI�SODQWV�DQG�OHDYHV�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�LQWLPDF\�KH�OHDUQHG�GHHSO\��
DQG�DW�WLPHV�KH�XQGHUVWRRG�LW�PRUH�WKDQ�DQ\�RWKHU���
 ³7KH�FRROHU�LV�KDYLQJ�SUREOHPV�DJDLQ�´�'DLVXNH�VDLG�DV�
KH�ZDVKHG�D�ER[�RI�FDEEDJH�ZLWK�D�KRVH�WKDW�UDQ�IURP�D�URRP�
LQ�WKH�EDFN��
 ³'LG�\RX�FDOO"´�
 ³<HV��-LUR�VDLG�KH¶G�EH�RYHU�LQ�DQ�KRXU�´
 ³+RZ�EDG�LV�LW"´
 ³,W�EHHQ�FROGHU�VR�LW¶V�KDUG�WR�WHOO��'R�\RX�ZDQW�PH�WR�JHW�
VRPH�LFH�IURP�WKH�FRQYHQLHQFH�VWRUH"´
 ³,¶OO�JR��6WD\�KHUH�DQG�¿QLVK�XS�ZLWK�WKH�VKLSPHQW��,I�-LUR�
FRPHV�EHIRUH�,�JHW�EDFN�SD\�KLP�IURP�WKH�FDVK�ER[�´
 $Q\�GLUHFWLRQ�WKDW�OHG�WR�WKH�VWDWLRQ�ZDV�FURZGHG��7KH�
Odakyu and the Inokashira tangled across each other on their 
way east to Shinjuku, Shibuya, the beating hearts of western 
7RN\R��,Q�WKH�RSSRVLWH�GLUHFWLRQV��QRUWK�DQG�IXUWKHU�ZHVW��
EHGWRZQV�ZHUH�SODQWHG�LQ�URZV�DFURVV�WKH�LUULJDWLRQ�YHLQ�RI�
the tracks spanning as far as Hakone, Hachioji, once only 
PRXQWDLQV�DQG�UXUDO�KRPHV��7KH�WUDLQV�FKDQJHG�HYHU\WKLQJ��
1RZ�HYHU\ZKHUH�ZDV�7RN\R��(YHU\RQH�ZDV�7RN\R�SHRSOH�
 When he returned to the stall, Jiro was there, already 
black with grease, pulling apart the under-workings of the 
FRROHU�DV�KH�LQYHVWLJDWHG�WKH�SUREOHP��)URP�KLV�EDFN��-LUR�
URWDWHG�KLV�KHDG�RXW��³$KK«.HVLVXNH«\RX¶UH�EDFN«\RX¶UH�
JRLQJ�WR�QHHG�PRUH�LFH�WKDQ�WKDW�´
 ³7KH�FRPSUHVVRU"´�0RUL\D�DVNHG�

marc kauFman
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 ³$IUDLG�VR��,�FDQ�VKRRW�VRPH�PRUH�)UHRQ�LQWR�LW��EXW�,�
WKLQN�LW¶V�RQ�LWV�ODVW�OHJV�´�
 ³:HOO��LW�ODVWHG�D�ORW�ORQJHU�WKDQ�ZH�H[SHFWHG��&DQ�\RX�
JHW�DQRWKHU�FRPSUHVVRU"´
 ³6RUU\�P\�IULHQG��EXW�WKH�FRROHU¶V�DQFLHQW��0LJKW�EH�WLPH�
WR�EX\�D�QHZ�RQH�´
 ³$�QHZ�RQH"´�0RUL\D�UDLVHG�KLV�H\HEURZ�VKDUS�DW�WKH�
LGHD�DQG�KDQGHG�WKH�LFH�WR�'DLVXNH��³2SHQ�XS�WKH�EDJV�DQG�
OHW¶V�VSUHDG�LW�RXW�DORQJ�WKH�ERWWRP��0RYH�WKH�SDUVOH\�DQG�
EDVLO�LQWR�WKH�EDFN�UHIULJHUDWRU�´
 Jiro got up off the ground and wiped his hands with a 
JUD\�WRZHO��³,�FDQ�PD\EH�SDWFK�LW�XS�VRPH��JHW�LW�WR�FLUFXODWH�
WKH�DLU�EHWWHU��EXW�,�FDQ¶W�VD\�KRZ�ORQJ�LW�ZLOO�ODVW«KDYH�\RX�
GHFLGHG�DERXW�WKH�UHORFDWLRQ"´
 ³1R«7KH\¶YH�EHHQ�SODQQLQJ�DQG�SURWHVWLQJ�IRU�VR�ORQJ��,�
WKRXJKW�LW�ZRXOG�QHYHU�KDSSHQ�´
 ³:HOO�LW¶V�KDSSHQLQJ��,�VDZ�WKH�FUDQHV�DW�ZRUN�WKLV�
PRUQLQJ��'LG�\RX�VHH�WKH�QRWLFH�DERXW�WKH�GULOOLQJ�GD\V"�
 ³,�VDZ�´�0RUL\D�VDLG�SRLQWLQJ�WR�VKHHW�RI�D�SDSHU�SRVWHG�
RQ�WKH�FRXQWHU�
 ³+RZ�PXFK�ORQJHU�WKH\�JLYH�\RX"´
 ³1R�RQH�UHDOO\�NQRZV�IRU�VXUH«EXW�RQFH�WKH�GLJJLQJ�
VWDUWV�WKH�QRLVH�LV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�XQEHDUDEOH���,¶P�QRW�VXUH�DQ\�RI�
XV�ZDQW�WR�VWD\�XQWLO�WKH�ELWWHU�HQG�´
 ³6R�\RX¶OO�PRYH"´
 0RUL\D�ORRNHG�GRZQ��³,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�´
 Jiro went back to his knees and began to collect the parts 
KH�KDG�ODLG�RXW��³:HOO��P\�IULHQG��HLWKHU�ZD\�\RX¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�
QHHG�PRUH�LFH�´

� 7KH�KRXVH�ZDV�PRVWO\�GDUN��+H�ZKLVSHUHG�tadaima and 
WKHQ�ZDONHG�LQ�FDUU\LQJ�WKH�SHUVLPPRQV��6D\XPL�ZDV�VLWWLQJ�
LQ�WKH�IURQW�URRP�UHDGLQJ�D�VPDOO�SDSHUEDFN��+HU�KDLU�ZDV�

the mountain dog
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pinned neatly behind her head; not a single strand frenzied 
RU�GLVWXUEHG��7KH�GRJ�ZDV�O\LQJ�QHDU�KHU�VLGH��VSUHDG�RXW�DV�
IDU�DV�LWV�ERG\�FRXOG�H[WHQG��7KHUH�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�WKH�
GRJ¶V�VLFNQHVV�WKDW�WRRN�XS�VSDFH��,Q�0RUL\D¶V�H[SHULHQFH�
G\LQJ�WKLQJV�EHFDPH�VPDOOHU�DQG�VPDOOHU�DOPRVW�DV�D�¿QDO�
kindness to the earth, but as a result of the pain in her fragile 
VSLQH��WKH�GRJ�IRXQG�FRPIRUW�LQ�VWUHWFKLQJ��
� 6D\XPL�ORRNHG�XS�IURP�KHU�ERRN�DQG�JDYH�KLP�D�WLUHG�
VPLOH��+H�SXW�WKH�ER[�RI�IUXLW�RQ�WKH�WDEOH�DQG�ZHQW�LQWR�WKH�
URRP��+H�ORRVHO\�KHOG�WKH�GRJ¶V�MDZ�DQG�VRIWO\�SHWWHG�KHU�
KHDG��
� ³6RUU\�,¶P�ODWH�´�0RUL\D�VDW�QH[W�WR�KHU��
� 6KH�SDWWHG�KLV�NQHH��³:KDW�WLPH�LV�LW"��,¶YH�IHOW�VR�OD]\�DOO�
GD\«,�KDYHQ¶W�UHDOO\�VWDUWHG�GLQQHU��,�RQO\�PDGH�ULFH�´��
 ³'RQ¶W�ZRUU\«VWD\«UHDG�\RXU�ERRN«,�FDQ�PDNH�
VRPHWKLQJ�VLPSOH�IRU�XV«,¶P�QRW�WKDW�KXQJU\«ZH�KDG�D�
ORQJ�GD\«WKH�FRROHU�LV�EXVWHG�DJDLQ�´�0RUL\D�ZDONHG�LQWR�
the kitchen and began to consider the contents of the cabinets 
DQG�UHIULJHUDWRU�
 ³5HDOO\«WKH�FRPSUHVVRU"´�VKH�FDOOHG�RXW�EHKLQG�KLP� 
� ³<HDK«DQG�-LUR�VD\V�KH�FDQ¶W�¿[�LW�WKLV�WLPH��,W¶V�WRR�
ROG�´�+H�EURXJKW�ZDWHU�WR�D�ERLO�RQ�WKH�VWRYH�DQG�JUDEEHG�
WZR�SDFNHWV�RI�FXUU\��$IWHU�PRYLQJ�WKH�IUXLW�WR�WKH�FRXQWHU�KH�
EHJDQ�WR�VHW�SODFHV�IRU�ERWK�RI�WKHP�DW�WKH�WDEOH��
 ³'LG�\RX�FDOO�+LUR"´�
 6D\XPL�FDPH�LQ�IURP�WKH�RWKHU�URRP��³,�GLG�´�VKH�VDLG�
 ³1R«VWD\«UHDG�\RXU�ERRN�´
 ³6LOO\�PDQ��KRZ�FDQ�,�NHHS�UHDGLQJ�ZKHQ�\RX�NHHS�
DVNLQJ�PH�TXHVWLRQV"´�6KH�SULHG�EDFN�WKH�OLG�RQ�WKH�ER[�RI�
IUXLW�WR�VHH�LQVLGH��WKHQ�ZHQW�DQG�VDW�DW�WKH�WDEOH��0RUL\D�
UDLVHG�KLV�KDQG�WR�KLV�IDFH�LQ�DSRORJ\��
 ³:KDW�GLG�KH�VD\"´�+H�SRXUHG�WZR�VPDOO�JODVVHV�RI�EHHU�
DQG�KDQGHG�RQH�WR�KHU�

marc kauFman
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� ³+H�VDLG�KH¶V�EXV\�EXW�KH�ZLOO�FRPH�WKLV�ZHHNHQG�´�
 ³,�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�PDNH�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�ZLWKRXW�KLP«LI�LW�
ZDVQ¶W�IRU�KLP�ZH�SUREDEO\�ZRXOG�KDYH�OHIW�WKH�GRJ�ZLWK�
VRPHRQH�LQ�$NLWD��,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�P\�IDWKHU�ZDV�WKLQNLQJ�
JHWWLQJ�D�GRJ�DW�KLV�DJH�´
 ³<RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�KH�ZDV�WKLQNLQJ��+H�ZDV�LQ�WKDW�KRXVH�
DORQH�DOO�WKRVH�\HDUV�DIWHU�\RXU�PRWKHU�GLHG�´�6KH�WRXFKHG�KLV�
DUP��
 +H�WULHG�WR�JLYH�LQ��³2ND\«EXW�PD\EH�ZH�VKRXOG�KDYH�
left her up
WKHUH�LQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQV��EXW�+LUR�ORYHG�WKH�GRJ�VR�PXFK«
\RX�UHPHPEHU�GRQ¶W�\RX��KRZ�KH�ORYHG�WKH�GRJ�VR�PXFK�DQG�
EHJJHG�XV�WR�EULQJ�KHU�WR�WKH�FLW\"´
� ³,�UHPHPEHU�EXW�ZH�ORYHG�KHU�WRR�´�6D\XPL�VDLG��
 Moriya brought two bowls of rice to the table and poured 
RXW�FXUU\�IURP�WKH�KHDWHG�SDFNDJHV��³:KDW�ZLOO�\RX�GR�DERXW�
WKH�FRROHU"´�VKH�DVNHG�DIWHU�KHU�¿UVW�IRUNIXO�
 ³,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ��$�QHZ�RQH�ZLOO�FRVW�VHULRXV�PRQH\�´
 ³:H�FRXOG�DIIRUG�LW�LI�\RX�WKRXJKW�ZH�QHHGHG�LW�´
 ³,�NQRZ«EXW«,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�KRZ�ORQJ�,¶OO�EH�WKHUH«LI�
,¶OO�NHHS�WKH�VKRS�DQG�PRYH�RU�MXVW�EH�GRQH�ZLWK�LW��,I�ZH¶UH�
JRLQJ�WR�FORVH�VKRXOG�ZH�UHDOO\�VSHQG�DOO�WKDW�PRQH\"´
 ³7KH�FXUU\�LV�JRRG�´�VKH�VDLG�
 ³,W¶V�IURP�D�SDFNDJH�´
 ³7KH�ULFH�LV�JRRG�´
 ³7KH�PDFKLQH�PDGH�LW�´
 Sayumi grimaced in response to his face and reached her 
KDQG�RXW�IRU�KLV�KDQG��6KH�SXOOHG�DW�KLV�DUP�JHQWO\�WU\LQJ�WR�
XQNQRW�KLV�PRRG��0RUL\D�JDYH�KHU�KDOI�D�VPLOH��³7R�PDNH�
\RX�HYHQ�KDSSLHU�´�VKH�VDLG��³+LUR¶V�EULQJLQJ�WKDW�JLUO�WKLV�
ZHHNHQG�´��
 They laughed at the same time, for a long time, across the 
VPDOO�WDEOH��LQ�WKDW�ORQJ�DQG�HDUO\�SDUW�RI�HYHQLQJ��

the mountain dog



17

 *     *     *
 The temperature control in the back refrigerator was 
SULPLWLYH��7KH�IUHVK�EDVLO�DQG�SDUVOH\�WKH\�SODFHG�LQVLGH�WKH�
GD\�EHIRUH�DOUHDG\�EHJDQ�WR�EULWWOH��0RUL\D�H\HG�DQ�ROGHU�
ZRPDQ�ZKR�DSSHDUHG�LQ�WKH�VKRS��WKUHH�RU�IRXU�FDQYDV�EDJV�
GDQJOHG�IURP�KHU�DUPV��%HWZHHQ�KHU�¿QJHUV�VKH�UHDG�IURP�
D�OLVW�DQG�FDPH�WR�D�VWRS�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�FRROHU��'DLVXNH�
ZDV�EHKLQG�KHU�ZLWK�DSRORJLHV�EHIRUH�VKH�FRXOG�VSHDN��6KH�
pointed to a few items on the page and Daisuke read them 
DORXG�VR�0RUL\D�FRXOG�KHDU��
� 0RUL\D�FDPH�RXW�IURP�WKH�EDFN��³6RUU\��0D¶DP��ZH�ZLOO�
KDYH�VRPH�WKLV�DIWHUQRRQ��,I�\RX�OHDYH�D�OLVW�DQG�DQ�DGGUHVV�,�
FDQ�KDYH�ZKDWHYHU�\RX�QHHG�GHOLYHUHG�IUHH�RI�FKDUJH�´
� 7KH�ZRPDQ�ORRNHG�DW�0RUL\D�FXULRXVO\��³,W¶V�RND\��,�ZLOO�
MXVW�JHW�LW�IURP�WKH�VXSHUPDUNHW�´��
 Moriya swallowed hard and added up what she 
FROOHFWHG��+H�FRXOG�IHHO�KLV�KDQG�VKDNH�RXW�RI�DQJHU�DQG�
embarrassment, but he carefully wrapped and packed 
HYHU\WKLQJ�VKH�ERXJKW��³:H¶UH�YHU\�VRUU\�´�KH�VDLG�DJDLQ��6KH�
hardly acknowledged the words and left as she came, slightly 
KXQFKHG��EDJV�KDQJLQJ�IURP�KHU�OLNH�PRELOHV��
� 0RUL\D�SLFNHG�XS�WKH�SKRQH�DQG�FDOOHG�-LUR��³2ND\«JHW�
PH�D�SULFH�´
� ³3ULFH�IRU�ZKDW"´�-LUR�EDUNHG�EDFN�
� ³)RU�ZKDW"�)RU�D�FRROHU«ZKDW�GR�\RX�WKLQN"´
� ³2ND\«EXW�LW¶V�JRQQD�WDNH�PH�D�FRXSOH�RI�GD\V�WR�SULFH�D�
XVHG�RQH�´
� ³,�PHDQ�D�QHZ�RQH��,¶P�GRQH�ZLWK�WKHVH�XVHG�RQHV�´
� ³'RHV�WKDW�PHDQ�\RX¶UH�JRQQD�VWD\�RSHQ"´
� ³-LUR��MXVW�JHW�PH�D�SULFH�´�
 
� 7KH\�DOO�VDW�QH[W�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�RQ�WKH�VPDOO�IDEULF�FRXFK�
VLSSLQJ�JUHHQ�WHD�IURP�URXQGHG�FHUDPLF�FXSV��7KH�JLUOIULHQG�
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ZRUH�D�VFXOSWHG�EODFN�GUHVV�FXW�ORZ��+HU�KDLU�KDG�EHHQ�
colored brownish blonde and her bangs had been cut and 
OD\HUHG�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�PDGH�KHU�WUXH�IDFH�VHHP�KLGGHQ��+HU�
QDPH�ZDV�<XULNR��6KH�KDG�WDOO�ERQHV�LQ�KHU�FKHHNV��D�VRIW��
IXOO�SDOOLDWLYH�VPLOH�DQG�ZDV�WKLQ�WR�WKH�SRLQW�RI�EHLQJ�FROG�WR�
ORRN�DW��+LUR¶V�KDLU�ZDV�FDUHIXOO\�VSOLW�DQG�VKDSHG�LQ�WKH�IURQW��
KHOG�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�ZD[�WKDW�PDGH�KLV�WKLFN�GDUN�KDLU�VKLQH�
HYHQ�LQ�VPDOO�DPRXQWV�RI�OLJKW��+H�ZRUH�D�JUD\�SLQVWULSHG�VXLW�
ZLWK�D�KHDYLO\�VWDUFKHG�ZKLWH�VKLUW��7KH\�EURXJKW�SDVWULHV�WKDW�
ZHUH�LQIXVHG�ZLWK�VSLFHV�DQG�VWUDQJH�FRPELQDWLRQV�RI�VDYRU\�
DQG�VZHHW�LQJUHGLHQWV��6D\XPL�DWH�RQH�FDUHIXOO\��VPLOLQJ�DQG�
VZDOORZLQJ��VZDOORZLQJ�DQG�VPLOLQJ��7KH�SHUVLPPRQ�WDUW�VKH�
EDNHG�VSHFLDO�IRU�WKH�GD\�VDW�XQWRXFKHG��7KH�GRJ�OD\�ORQJ�
DQG�SURVWUDWH�DW�+LUR¶V�IHHW��1R�PDWWHU�KRZ�PXFK�FRORJQH�
KH�ZRUH��KRZ�LQIUHTXHQW�KLV�YLVLWV�ZHUH²WR�WKH�GRJ�KH�ZDV�
XQFKDQJHG��
� ³:KDW�ZLOO�\RX�GR"´�6D\XPL�DVNHG�
� ³,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�\HW�´�+LUR�VDLG�
� ³:KHUH�ZRXOG�\RX�OLYH"´�0RUL\D�DVNHG�
� ³+HUH«7RN\R«EXW�,¶G�DOVR�EH�WUDYHOLQJ�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�
EHWZHHQ�+RQJ�.RQJ�DQG�'XEDL«0DFDR�DQG�WKH�6WDWHV�
VRPHWLPHV�´
� ³,�UHDOO\�ZDQW�KLP�WR�JR�WR�$PHULFD�VR�,�FDQ�JR�ZLWK�
KLP�´�<XULNR�VDLG��³,�KHDU�/$�KDV�WKH�EHVW�VKRSSLQJ«DQG�ZH�
FDQ�JR�WR�'LVQH\ODQG«KDYH�\RX�EHHQ�WR�$PHULFD"´
� 0RUL\D�DQG�6D\XPL�JULQQHG�DW�KHU��³+LUR¶V�IDWKHU�OLYHG�LQ�
1HZ�<RUN�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�D�VWXGHQW�´�6D\XPL�VDLG�
� ³1HZ�<RUN��DPD]LQJ�´�6KH�WXUQHG�WRZDUGV�+LUR��³<RX�
QHYHU�WROG�PH�\RXU�IDWKHU�OLYHG�LQ�$PHULFD��<RXU�(QJOLVK�
PXVW�EH�YHU\�JRRG�´
� ³%XW�\RX�KDYH�D�JRRG�MRE�QRZ�´�0RUL\D�VDLG�EDUUHOLQJ�
SDVW�WKH�FRPSOLPHQW��³,I�\RX�VWD\�\RX¶OO�NHHS�PRYLQJ�XS�´
� ³7KLV�LV�PRYLQJ�XS��,¶OO�EH�KHDG�RI�DQ�HQWLUH�UHJLRQ�´
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� ³%XW�ZKDW�LI�\RX�JHW�WLUHG�RI�LW�LQ�D�IHZ�\HDUV"�:KDW�ZLOO�
LW�VD\�WR�RWKHU�HPSOR\HUV"��$OZD\V�VZLWFKLQJ�MREV"´�0RUL\D�
VDW�RQ�D�VPDOO�VWRRO��OHDQLQJ�IRUZDUG�LQWR�KLV�VHQWHQFHV�
� ³0D\EH�,�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�VWD\�LQ�RQH�SODFH�´�
� ³6R�\RX¶OO�EH�DZD\�IURP�-DSDQ�IRU�KRZ�ORQJ"´�6D\XPL�
DVNHG��KHU�YRLFH�WUDLOLQJ�RII�
 ³,�WKLQN�LW¶V�ZRQGHUIXO�´�<XULNR�LQWHUUXSWHG��³5HFUXLWHUV�
DUH�DOZD\V�FDOOLQJ�KLP��,�ZLVK�SHRSOH�ZDQWHG�PH�WKH�ZD\�
WKH\�ZDQW�KLP«,W¶V�ZRQGHUIXO�´
 ³<HV�´�6D\XPL�VDLG��VZDOORZLQJ�D�ELWWHU�ELWH�RI�SDVWU\��
³:H�DUH�YHU\�SURXG�RI�RXU�VRQ�´
 6D\XPL�JRW�XS�DQG�ZHQW�WR�UH�¿OO�WKH�WHDSRW��<XULNR�
IROORZHG�KHU�LQWR�WKH�NLWFKHQ�
 ³,V�VKH�LQ�SDLQ"´�+LUR�NQHHOHG�QH[W�WR�WKH�GRJ�
 ³,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ«,W¶V�HYHU\ZKHUH�QRZ��6KH�ZDV�DOZD\V�
\RXU�GRJ�VR�ZH�GLGQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�ZLWKRXW�\RX�´
 ³0LQH"´�+LUR�VDLG�
 ³<RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�,�PHDQ«,�XQGHUVWDQG�\RX�DUH�YHU\�EXV\�
deciding your life, but there is still a life here that you bear 
VRPH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�´
 +LUR�FRPEHG�KLV�KDQG�WKURXJK�WKH�GRJ¶V�IXU��7KH�IDVWHU�
KLV�KDQG�PRYHG��WKH�IDVWHU�KHU�WDLO�VKRRN�RQ�WKH�FDUSHW��³7HOO�
PH�ZKDW�\RX�ZDQW�PH�WR�GR��DQG�,¶OO�GR�LW�´
 0RUL\D�UDLVHG�KLPVHOI�XS�DQG�NQHHOHG�ZLWK�+LUR�RYHU�WKH�
GRJ������
 <XULNR�VFUHDPHG�LQWR�WKH�URRP��³<RX�ZHUH�VR�FXWH�´�6KH�
SUHVVHG�DQ�ROG�SKRWRJUDSK�LQWR�+LUR¶V�KDQGV��,W�ZDV�RI�KLP�
and his grandfather outside a small house, the mountains of 
$NLWD�UDQJLQJ�EHKLQG�WKHP��
 ³+LUR�ORYHG�WKDW�KRXVH��:H�ZHQW�HYHU\�VXPPHU�´�6D\XPL�
VDLG�VWDQGLQJ�MXVW�RXWVLGH�WKH�URRP�
 <XULNR�SXW�KHU�KDQG�RQ�+LUR¶V�VKRXOGHU��³%H�FDUHIXO�RI�WKH�
GRJ�KDLU��+LUR��<RX�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�EH�FRYHUHG�ZKHQ�ZH�JR�IRU�
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GLQQHU��2XU�IULHQG�MXVW�RSHQHG�D�UHVWDXUDQW�LQ�1DND�0HJXUR�
DQG�KH¶V�KDYLQJ�D�GLQQHU�SDUW\�WR�FHOHEUDWH�´
 ³6RXQGV�OLNH�D�YHU\�IDVKLRQDEOH�OLIH�´�6D\XPL�VDLG��
� +LUR�VWRRG�DQG�FOHDUHG�WKH�GHVVHUW�SODWHV�LQWR�WKH�NLWFKHQ�
� ³:H�VKRXOG�JHW�JRLQJ�´�<XULNR�ZLSHG�DW�KLV�MDFNHW��
 6D\XPL�RSHQHG�D�GUDZHU�DQG�KDQGHG�+LUR�D�OLQW�EUXVK��+H�
ZDYHG�LW�DZD\��³,W¶V�RND\�´�+H�WXUQHG�WRZDUGV�0RUL\D��³:H¶OO�
WDON�WRPRUURZ��:KDWHYHU�\RX�ZDQW�PH�WR�GR�´
� <XULNR�WRRN�WKH�OLQW�EUXVK�DQG�EHJDQ�WR�ZRUN�DW�+LUR¶V�
VXLW��
� ³,W¶V�RND\�´�KH�VDLG��³UHDOO\�LW�LV�´
� ³<RX¶UH�FRYHUHG�´�VKH�VDLG�DQG�SXVKHG�SDVW�KLV�VWRS�
 His face turned stone and stern and his hands came down 
RQ�KHU�VPDOO�KDQGV��³5HDOO\«,W¶V�MXVW�D�OLWWOH�KDLU�´��+H�WRRN�
WKH�EUXVK�IURP�KHU�KDQG�DQG�KDQGHG�LW�EDFN�WR�6D\XPL��
³7KDQN�\RX�VR�PXFK�IRU�OXQFK«7KHUH�LV�QR�IRRG�OLNH�P\�
PRWKHU¶V�´
 Moriya and Sayumi walked them both down the small 
KDOOZD\��7KH\�VOLSSHG�WKHLU�VKRHV�RQ�DQG�RSHQHG�WKH�GRRU��
Bowing one last time, they backed out saying thank you 
DJDLQ�DQG�DJDLQ�LQWR�WKH�VKDOORZ�DXWXPQ�OLJKW��
 
� :KHQ�KH�FDOOHG�WKH�¿UVW�WZR�WLPHV��+LUR�GLG�QRW�DQVZHU��
On the third try he left a message:  It’s your father, call me.
 The weather had started to turn; the sky was still as bright 
DQG�JORVV\�DV�WKH�JLDQW�YLGHR�GLVSOD\V�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FLW\��
EXW�WXUQLQJ�MXVW�DV�FROG��0RUL\D�ZDONHG�WKURXJK�WKH�VKRS��
checking the bottoms of the sand pears and the skin of the 
VZHHW�SHUVLPPRQV��:LWK�D�VPDOO�EOXH�FORWK�KH�GXVWHG�DQG�
VKLQHG�WKH�IUXLW�OLNH�SLHFHV�RI�VLOYHU��
 When the phone rang he bound back to the counter and 
SLFNHG�LW�XS�ZLWK�D�IXU\��³+LUR"��+LUR"´
� ³.HLVXNH�´�WKH�YRLFH�VDLG���
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� ³2KK«-LUR«VRUU\«´
� ³,V�HYHU\WKLQJ�RND\«\RX�VRXQG«´
� ³,¶P�¿QH��-LUR��HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�¿QH�´
� ³,¶P�MXVW�FDOOLQJ�DERXW�WKH�FRROHU«,�IRXQG�RQH�IRU�
\RX«´
� ³7KH�FRROHU"´�0RUL\D�ORRNHG�RXW�DW�WKH�VWLOO�GDUNHQHG�SDUW�
RI�VWRUH�
� ³<HDK«,�IRXQG�RQH«D�QHZ�RQH�OLNH�\RX�VDLG��6DPH�VL]H�
DV�\RXUV��EXW�LW¶V�H[SHQVLYH��7KHUH�LV�D�PLFURFKLS�LQ�LW�WKDW�
can precisely regulate the temperature a thousand times better 
WKDQ�DQ\�WKHUPRVWDW��:KDW�VKRXOG�,�GR"´
� ³,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ«-LUR«OHW�PH�WKLQN�DERXW�LW«´
� ³,�NQRZ«LW¶V�D�ELJ�LQYHVWPHQW«´
� ³,W¶V�QRW�DERXW�WKH�PRQH\«,�GRQ¶W�FDUH�DERXW�WKH�
PRQH\�´
� ³$OO�RI�D�VXGGHQ�you�GRQ¶W�FDUH�DERXW�WKH�PRQH\�´
� ³/RRN��-LUR�,�KDYH�WR�JR��,�ZLOO�OHW�\RX�NQRZ�¿UVW�WKLQJ�
WRPRUURZ�´
� ³2ND\«,¶OO�WU\�DQG�JHW�WKH�JX\�WR�KROG�LW�IRU�D�GD\�´
� ³7KDQNV�´�0RUL\D�VDLG�DQG�KXQJ�XS��WKHQ�ORRNHG�RXW�
into the empty shop and picked up the phone again and 
dialed Hiro, slowly steadying his hand as he pushed each 
EXWWRQ��,W�UDQJ�DQG�UDQJ�DQG�WKHQ�ZHQW�WR�YRLFHPDLO��+H�VDLG��
LQ�D�ZKLVSHU��³+LUR«´�0RUL\D¶V�PLQG�FLUFOHG�DURXQG�DOO�
WKH�VHQWHQFHV�KH�ZDQWHG�WR�VD\�DERXW�WKH�GRJ��EXW�FRXOGQ¶W��
³+LUR«ZH�ZHUH�KDSS\�\RX�FDPH�E\�WKH�KRXVH�\HVWHUGD\«�
FDOO�XV�ZKHQ�\RX�FDQ�´� �

� $OO�WKH�OLJKWV�LQ�WKH�ORQJ�DQG�QDUURZ�KRXVH�ZHUH�RQ��
7KH�SODFH�UHHNHG�RI�GLVLQIHFWDQW��+H�FKHFNHG�WKH�URRPV�IRU�
6D\XPL�DQG�ÀLSSHG�RII�VZLWFKHV�DV�KH�VHDUFKHG��,Q�WKH�ER\¶V�
URRP�WKH�YDFXXP�ZDV�FRLOHG��WKH�ZLQGRZ�OHIW�RSHQHG��$OO�
the hair that had collected in the soft lines of the tatami was 
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JRQH��
� 2Q�WKH�NLWFKHQ�WDEOH�ZDV�D�VPDOO�DUUDQJHPHQW�RI�ÀRZHUV��
,QFHQVH�ZDV�EXUQLQJ�DQG�D�FDQGOH�ZDV�OLW�IRU�PRXUQLQJ��,Q�
D�VPDOO�IUDPH�WKHUH�ZDV�D�SLFWXUH�RI�D�¿IWHHQ�\HDU�ROG�ER\�
KROGLQJ�D�¿IWHHQ�ZHHN�ROG�GRJ��+H�IRXQG�6D\XPL�SDVVLQJ�
LQ�DQG�RXW�RI�VOHHS�RQ�WKH�FRXFK��+HU�KDLU�ZDV�VWLOO�¿UPO\�
IDVWHQHG�ZLWK�DOO�WKRVH�VWLII�SLQV��+H�OLIWHG�KHU�KHDG�DQG�VOLG�
KLPVHOI�EHQHDWK�KHU��WKHQ�OHDQHG�RYHU�KHU�DQG�NLVVHG�KHU�DQG�
began to take the pins out one at a time, allowing her long 
KDLU�WR�XQUDYHO�RXW�DFURVV�KLV�ODS��$V�PXFK�DV�KH�WULHG�WR�NHHS�
KHU�VDIH�DVOHHS��RQH�VQDJ�SXOOHG�KHU�DZDNH�
 She moaned a little and tried to stretch her legs, but was 
ERXQG�LQ�E\�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�VSDFH��
� ³:KDW�WLPH�LV�LW"´�VKH�DVNHG�
� ³/DWH«´
� 6KH�VKRRN�DW�KHU�KDLU��³:KHQ�GLG�\RX�JHW�KRPH"´
� ³1RZ«MXVW�QRZ��:HUH�\RX�ZDLWLQJ�ORQJ"´ 
� ³1RW�ORQJ�´�VKH�VDLG�
� ³+LUR�FDOOHG«´
� ³<RX�WROG�KLP�DERXW�WKH�GRJ"´
� ³,�WROG�KLP«´
� ³:KDW�GLG�KH�VD\"´ 
� ³1RWKLQJ«+H�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�VD\��+H�WRRN�WKDW�
MRE�´�6D\XPL�VDLG�
� ³:H�NQHZ�KH�ZRXOG�´
� ³<RX�WKLQN�KH¶OO�PDUU\�WKDW�JLUO�QRZ"´
� ³,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�´�0RUL\D�FRQWLQXHG�WR�UHPRYH�WKH�SLQV�
from her hair, placing them all in a small pile on the table 
QH[W�WR�WKHP��³6R�PDQ\�SLQV�´�KH�VDLG��³:K\�QRW�MXVW�FXW�
\RXU�KDLU�VKRUW"�,W¶V�WKH�IDVKLRQ�QRZ�´
� ³<RX¶G�QHYHU�OLNH�P\�KDLU�VKRUW�´
� ³+RZ�GR�\RX�NQRZ"´�� 
� ³,�MXVW�NQRZ�´
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 ³0D\EH�ZH�VKRXOG�JR�DZD\��0D\EH�DIWHU�WKH�GULOOLQJ�
VWDUWV�DQG�WKH�VWRUH�FORVHV�ZH�VKRXOG�JR�RYHUVHDV��,�DOZD\V�
ZDQWHG�WR�VKRZ�\RX�1HZ�<RUN�LQ�WKH�IDOO�´
� ³:H�JR�WR�1LNNR�HYHU\�\HDU�WR�VHH�WKH�OHDYHV��,�GRQ¶W�
QHHG�WR�JR�WR�1HZ�<RUN�WR�VHH�OHDYHV«DQG�1HZ�<RUN�LV�GLUW\�
DQG�ZKDWHYHU�LW�KDV�7RN\R�KDV��<RX�ZDQW�WR�OHDYH�PH�DJDLQ"´
� ³,�QHYHU�OHIW�\RX�´
� ³<RX�GLG«IRU�RQH�\HDU«\RX�OHIW�PH�WR�JR�WR�$PHULFD«
DQG�,¶YH�KDWHG�WKDW�SODFH�HYHU�VLQFH��EHFDXVH�,�DOZD\V�WKRXJKW�
LW�ZRXOG�WDNH�\RX�DZD\�IURP�PH�´
� ³<RX¶UH�GUXQN�´�0RUL\D�VDLG�
� ³<RX�NQRZ�,�ZRQ¶W�EH�DEOH�WR�VOHHS�WRQLJKW«,�WKRXJKW�
LI�,�GUDQN�HQRXJK«EXW�,�FDQ¶W�JHW�LW�IURP�P\�PLQG«¿QGLQJ�
KHU«´
� ³,�ZLVK�+LUR�KDG�EHHQ�KHUH�´
� ³<RX�VKRXOGQ¶W�EH�VR�KDUG�RQ�KLP�´
� ³:KR"´ 
� ³<RXU�VRQ«KH¶V�MXVW�OLNH�\RX«KH¶V�H[DFWO\�OLNH�\RX«
KH¶V�MXVW�VWDUWLQJ�VRRQHU«ZKLOH�\RX¶UH�VWLOO�DOLYH�WR�VHH�LW�´
� ³<RX¶UH�GUXQN«,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�\RX¶UH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�´
� ³<RX�ZDQWHG�WR�RSHQ�WKDW�VKRS�IRU�\HDUV��EXW�\RX�
ZDLWHG�XQWLO�\RXU�IDWKHU�GLHG��:HUH�\RX�DIUDLG�KH¶G�EH�VR�
GLVDSSRLQWHG�ZLWK�\RX"´
� ³:H�ZHUH�VDYLQJ�PRQH\«,�ZDQWHG�WR�PDNH�VXUH�ZH¶G�
KDYH�HQRXJK«LQ�FDVH�LW�GLGQ¶W�ZRUN«\RX�NQRZ�WKLV�´
� ³:H¶YH�DOZD\V�KDG�HQRXJK�´��+H�VWDUHG�GRZQ�DW�KHU��HYHQ�
VL[W\�KRZ�VRIW�KHU�IDFH�ZDV��KRZ�WKH�\HDUV�KDG�RQO\�JDWKHUHG�
LQ�VPDOO�PDUNLQJ�OLQHV�MXVW�XQGHU�KHU�H\HV��³,¶P�KXQJU\�´�VKH�
VDLG��³,�ZDQW�VRPHWKLQJ�VZHHW�´
� ³:H�VWLOO�KDYH�VRPH�RI�WKRVH�VWUDQJH�OLWWOH�SDVWULHV�<XULNR�
EURXJKW�\HVWHUGD\�´
 Sayumi turned to him and laughed and laughed, sending 
VPDOO�TXDNLQJ�YLEUDWLRQV�LQWR�KLV�WLUHG�ERG\��:KHQ�LW�VWRSSHG��
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he sat there with her for hours, light growing into the room, 
KRSLQJ�LW�ZRXOG�KDSSHQ�DJDLQ��
 
 Drilling shook loose the pile of apples Daisuke had 
DUUDQJHG�LQ�WKH�IURQW�RI�WKH�VWRUH��7KUHH�RU�IRXU�IHOO�DQG�
EUXLVHG�EHIRUH�WKH�UHVW�FRXOG�EH�VHFXUHG��
� ³,�JXHVV�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�KDYH�WR�EH�FDUHIXO�KRZ�KLJK�ZH�
SLOH�WKHP�´�0RUL\D�VDLG�
� 'DLVXNH�ORRNHG�GLVDSSRLQWHG�EXW�QRGGHG��

7KH�SKRQH�UDQJ��,W�ZDV�-LUR��³'LG�LW�FRPH�\HW"´
� ³,W�FDPH�´�0RUL\D�ORRNHG�RYHU�DW�WKH�EULJKW�OLJKWV�RI�
WKH�QHZ�FRROHU��6PDOO�VWUHDPV�RI�FROG�DLU�EOHZ�LQ�WLPHG�
UK\WKP�RYHU�WKH�KHUEV�RQ�WKH�OHIW�VKHOI��,W�PDGH�HYHU\WKLQJ�
QHDU�LW�ORRN�QHZ��³,W�ORRNV�OLNH�WZR�VKLQ\�KDOYHV�RI�DQ�ROG�
&DGLOODF«,�KDYH�QR�LGHD�KRZ�,¶P�JRQQD�JHW�LW�RXW�RI�KHUH�´
� ³,¶OO�FRPH�RYHU�DQG�KHOS�\RX�VHW�LW�XS�´
� ³'RQ¶W�ZRUU\�DERXW�LW«'DLVXNH�LV�KHUH«+H¶V�DOUHDG\�
SUHVVLQJ�EXWWRQV�´
� ³<RX�WKLQN�KH�NQRZV�PRUH�DERXW�LW�WKDQ�,�GR"´
� ³,�WKLQN�KH�NQRZV�PRUH�DERXW�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDQ�ZH�HYHU�
ZLOO�´
� )RXU�RU�¿YH�SHRSOH�EHJDQ�WR�ZDQGHU�WKURXJK�WKH�VPDOO�
rows of the shop, each taking up the plastic baskets on their 
DUPV�WR�GHVFULEH�WKHLU�VHULRXVQHVV�
 ³/RRN�,�KDYH�FXVWRPHUV�´�0RUL\D�VDLG��³/HW�PH�FDOO�\RX�
EDFN�´
� )RU�DQ�KRXU�WKH\�VROG�D�ZHHN¶V�ZRUWK�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ��
)ULGD\�ZDV�VRPHWLPHV�OLNH�WKDW��$Q�KRXU�ODWHU�LW�ZDV�MXVW�WKH�
WZR�RI�WKHP�DJDLQ��'DLVXNH�ZHQW�EDFN�WR�UHDGLQJ�WKURXJK�
WKH�WKLFN�PDQXDO��VPLOLQJ�WKH�ZKROH�WLPH��7KH�HDUO\�PRUQLQJ�
GULOOLQJ�FRQWLQXHG�LQWR�WKH�DIWHUQRRQ��QRZ�PL[HG�ZLWK�
what had always been; the sibilant grills of yakitori and 
RNRQRPL\DNL�KHDWLQJ�XS��WKH�VHOOLQJ�YRLFHV�RI�DOO�WKH�VKRS�
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VWDII��WKH�VRXQGV�RI�WKH�WUDLQV��
 $Q�LGHD�FDPH�WR�0RUL\D¶V�PLQG��³:KDW�IUXLW�GR�\RX�WKLQN�
P\�VRQ�ZRXOG�OLNH"´�0RUL\D�DVNHG��³+H�MXVW�WRRN�D�QHZ�MRE�´
 'DLVXNH�ORRNHG�XS�IURP�WKH�PDQXDO�DQG�VDLG��³$Q\WKLQJ�
VKLQ\�´
 0RUL\D�ZDONHG�DURXQG�WKH�VWDOO�ZLWK�D�EDVNHW�¿OOLQJ�LW�
ZLWK�HLJKW�RU�WHQ�SLHFHV�RI�WKH�EHVW�WKH�VKRS�KDG�WR�RIIHU�
� 'DLVXNH�UHPDLQHG�VWXQQHG�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�FRROHU��³,W�FDQ�
GR�VR�PDQ\�WKLQJV�´�KH�VDLG�
� ³&DQ�LW�NHHS�WKH�IRRG�FROG"´
� ³2I�FRXUVH�´�'DLVXNH�VDLG�
 ³0D\EH�WKDW¶V�HQRXJK�´�0RUL\D�EHJDQ�WR�DUUDQJH�WKH�
IUXLW�KH�KDG�FKRVHQ�LQ�D�VPDOO�EDVNHW��+H�KHOG�WZR�DSSOHV�LQ�
KLV�OHIW�KDQG��D�SHDU�LQ�KLV�ULJKW��%HIRUH�KH�SODFHG�D�VLQJOH�
SLHFH�KH�PDSSHG�RXW�HYHU\�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�KLV�KHDG��7KH�ERWWRP�
RI�DQ\�EDVNHW�ZDV�WKH�PRVW�GLI¿FXOW��HYHU\WKLQJ�QHHGHG�WR�
be ordered from dense to delicate, from ripening to ripe, 
RWKHUZLVH�WKLQJV�FRXOG�JHW�FUXVKHG�RU�IDOO�DSDUW��
 The drilling got closer and closer, until it seemed almost 
RQ�WRS�RI�WKHP��+LV�KDQG�VKRRN�DQG�VKRRN��EXW�0RUL\D�
ZDLWHG�DQG�ZDLWHG�XQWLO�LW�ZDV�VDIH�WR�SODFH�WKH�QH[W�SLHFH��
+H�WKRXJKW�RI�6D\XPL�ODXJKLQJ�LQWR�KLV�FKHVW��+H�WKRXJKW�RI�
the dog, those trips to the mountains, the car door opened, 
calling her name, into that wilderness, thinking once or twice 
VKH�ZDV�JRQH�IRU�JRRG��EXW�VKH�QHYHU�ZDV��7KH\�HYHQ�WKRXJKW�
WKH�GRJ�NQHZ�WKH\�ZRXOG�QHYHU�OHDYH�ZLWKRXW�KHU��WKDW�VKH�
could make them wait and wait and they would stay sitting 
RQ�WKHLU�EODQNHWV��VWDULQJ�LQWR�VNLHV��QHYHU�JHWWLQJ�LPSDWLHQW��
No matter how many days or nights passed, or years were 
VSHQW�LQ�IRUHLJQ�FLWLHV��RU�FUDPSHG�RI¿FHV�GUHDPLQJ�RI�OLYHV�
RQH�FRXOG�KDYH�DQG�RQH�GD\�ZRXOG��1R�PDWWHU�WKH�QXPEHU�
RI�\HDUV�FKLOGUHQ�ZDLWHG�WR�KDYH�ZHGGLQJ�SDUWLHV�RU�WR�PDNH�
DQ[LRXV�SDUHQWV��JUDQGSDUHQWV��1R�PDWWHU�KRZ�PDQ\�KRXUV�

marc kauFman
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there were between the chances to lie with his wife and 
UHPRYH�WKH�SLQV�IURP�KHU�KDLU��
 No matter how many roads they built or trains they buried 
LQ�WKH�HDUWK��
 7KH\�FRXOG�WDNH�WKH�JURXQG�EHQHDWK�KLV�IHHW��,W�GLGQ¶W�
PDWWHU��,I�LW�FRXOGQ¶W�EH�SHUIHFW��LW�FRXOGQ¶W�EH�
 +H�VWHDGLHG�KLV�KDQG�
 :KDW�ZDV�ZDLWHG�IRU�ZDV�ORYHG�
 'HQVH�WR�GHOLFDWH��5LSHQLQJ�WR�ULSH��

the mountain dog


