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This paper attempts to examine the memory and forgetting of
sites associated with military occupation as a form of historical
geography. The particular focus is on two former sites of dependents
housing (DH), which were built to house the families of occupying
military personnel after WWII, as locations of memory. After defeat
in 1945, military personnel and their families came to both Japan
and Germany to support the occupation and help fulfill the objectives
of “democratization” and “demilitarization” of the occupied nations.
What do these cases indicate about the nature of the forgetting and
remembering of DH areas in Japan? Can we simply conclude, using
the terminology of Kenneth E. Foote (1997), that the case of Grant
Heights in Nerima, Tokyo, is “obliteration” and the case of Johnson
Town in Iruma, Saitama, is “rectification”? How should we interpret
the relationship between old and new or diluted memories suggested
by each case study? Or can the concept of “creative destruction”, as
detailed by Chang and Huang (2005), be applied instead? And what
questions should we ask about the forgetting and remembering
of historical heritage, especially considering the tensions between
individual, regional, national, and transnational narratives? In order

to consider these research questions, this paper provides an historical
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overview of the above mentioned two DH districts, including aerial
photographs taken by Japanese Imperial Army, US Occupation Forces,
and the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and advocates for

more comparative research on DH sites in Japan and Germany.
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1 Hamzah Muzani. “On the Matter of Forgetting and ‘Memory Returns’” Transactions
of the Institute of British Geographers 40 (1) 2015, 102; cited in Christine DeMatos,
“Proposal: Article on Place and Memory” 11 July 2023.
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3 Bettina Blum “British Forces in Germany. The Occupation and the Stationing of Troops
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presented at the Allied Occupation of Germany Revisited: New Research on the Western
Zones of Occupation, 1945-1949, September 30, 2016 % SH,
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