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A Late-Meiji Japanese Perception of American Social
Reform in Hokubei Yuki and Family School for the
Delinquent Youth

NG A
OsHIO Kazuto

The purpose of this research note is to historically examine what a late-
Meiji Japanese social reformer observed and kept record in the United
States during the Progressive Era, particularly between June 1910 and
March 1912. In the early twentieth century, Japanese as well as American
new middle class reformers in such fields as social work, education,
and psychiatry sought to define social problems and reorganize people’s
daily lives. One model they looked for was social policy and correctional
reform which helped create special judicial and correctional institutions
for “troublesome” youth. In short, this paper illuminates a trans-
national cultural perception of American ideas about the biological and
environmental origins of crime attributed both to the positivist tradition
in European criminology and to anti-urban sentiments associated with the
rural, Protestant ethic.
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