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Handout of Lecture 3

October 24, 2014

KUBO Makiko, Sophia University

Sophia Asia Center for Research and Human Development

Which deities were enshrined in the temple? : A case study of Preah Khan in Angkor

Review

What have we studied in the last 2 classes?

- Main theme is the arrangement of deities in Preah Khan in Angkor.

- What materials can we use to know which deities were dedicated in the temple?

- What possibilities and limitations do each material have?

Presentations of homework by students

Please introduce your homework to everyone!

Today’s main topic

- We will focus on bas-relief around doorway, that is, “Doorway decoration”

Pediment | [ (6558 I

. .. ] i
Wi it 2 ! B
PAABEEIN) , Lintel
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Pilaster | ...
ASAIT T
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Doorframe - [II

- Components of structural members of doorway and their decoration.
- Looking at these structural members, we can find various kinds of bas-reliefs. They can be divided

into 2 groups.
1) Plant motifs like leaves (), lotus petals(magnagi), buds(piign), beads motifs(angi), lozange

motifs(ﬁﬁrﬁs), ete. —They don’t suggest specific images or narrative scenes.
2) Images of deities and narrative scenes, such as Buddha, Vishnu, Shiva, etc... They are related
to specific stories or deities or beliefs.

—By observing these images, we can estimate what kind of deities were enshrined in the
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temple.
- Comparing with statues or short inscriptions on doorjamb, what do you think the strong points of

doorway decoration as material to know the arrangement of deities?

- We have seen various motifs on each structural member. —Which part is the most important?
- According to my research, we could find the fact that specific images or narrative scenes were
mostly carved on pediment or lintel. —=Why?
- How about in the older style temples before Bayon style?
i.g.) Sambor Prei Kuk (7th century) / Preah Ko (9th century) / Banteay Srei(10t century) /
Angkor Wat (1¢ half of 12tk century) / Preah Khan(Late 12t century)
- We could find the most important and standing part was shifted with the times, together with the

change of materials, like brick or sandstone, and the changes architectural styles.

Authenticity

In the temple which we can see, not all structure is original stone or original carving. We
need to take care of repaired parts or replaced stone during the restoration works before. We call it as
“authenticity”. This word means that the quality or condition of being authentie, trustworthy, or
genuine, especially aesthetic value or historical value in preservation, conservation and restoration
of historic buildings. Observing each stones and carvings closely, we have to judge whether they are

keeping original materials and condition or not.

Preview of next class

- We have studied various materials found at Preah Khan, such as statue, inscription on doorjamb,
and doorway decoration and discussed about the possibilities and limitations to know the
arrangements of deities.

- In the next lecture (last lecture), we will compare these multiple arrangements from these different
materials, with the arrangement described in the Preah Khan's stele inscription (K.908).

- Then we will take a general view of the arrangement of deities in this temple, and think about
historical background when Preah Khan was constructed.

- Announcement of today’s homework

*Please never forget what you have studied today and bring your homework to the next lecture!

*Text written in Khmer following 2 pages were translated by Ms.Tuon Sorphea, archaeological staff
of Angkor National Museum.
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Lecture 3 Homework
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