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SUMMARY: This article analyzes the kind of issues that emerge 

when a state attempts to guarantee the freedom of religion 
equally among individuals with different religious backgrounds. 
The complexity of this discussion can be elaborated in the case 
of Quebec. Of course, equal treatment of all religions is called 
for.  However, despite its transformation from the dual structure 
of Catholicism and Protestantism to a more religiously diverse 
landscape, in some cases a more established religion, the Catholic 
Church, implicitly gains more recognition than other religions.  
What makes this religious landscape even more complex is that 
the boundaries between religion and non-religion are blurred 
because of secularization.  In the Sioui case in which four Huron-
Wendat brothers demanded their right to practice their religious 
rituals in a public space, the Supreme Court of Canada guaranteed 
their right, but it was not within the legal framework of the 
freedom of religion.  In the Anselm case, the Court judged that 
religious freedom, which is different from secular belief, should 
be guaranteed, while attributing religious quality to the sincerity 
of the individual involved.  This logic paradoxically opened the 
possibility of a secular worldview as being religious.  In actuality, 
the Supreme Court’s judgment respected the sincere appeal of an 
atheist when he complained about the recitation of a prayer in the 
city of Saguenay.  There are two considerations to make in order 
to “distribute” religious freedom to each individual: fi rst, religious 
beliefs that may threaten the foundation of democracy should not 
be tolerated, and second, we should reinvent a framework which 
enables us to be inclusive of those values that are not strictly 

defi ned as religious.
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