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SUMMARY:   This paper attempts to survey the emergence of the 

eighteenth-century Evangelical culture, focusing not just on the 

Eastern seaboard of North American colonies but on the Atlantic 

world as a whole.  It deals with three separate but connected issues: 

German-Pietist missionary work in the Caribbean and in North 

America, the Evangelical consensus between Jonathan Edwards 

and George Whitefi eld, and the role of the Methodist publication 

network in the emergence of Black Atlantic literature.  The three 

themes are sharply distinct yet intricately related.  The Moravian 

missionaries worked closely with Whitefield in Georgia and 

strongly infl uenced John Wesley during their Atlantic voyage.  Both 

Whitefi eld and Edwards met at least twice to share their insights 

and to exchange theological opinions over the religious revival 

afoot in the North American seaboard colonies.  Both Phillis 

Wheatley and Olaudah Equiano contributed to the Evangelical 

culture as literary geniuses through the Methodist publishing 

network fostered by Whitefield and the Countess of Huntington.  

Only when we look at these three distinctive themes as interrelated 

events in the Atlantic world, will we be able to place such events as 

the First Great Awakening, the birth of the Black Church, and the 

emergence of the trans-Atlantic Evangelical publication network 

in historical perspective.  The aim of this paper is to provide such 

a perspective on the birth of Evangelical Protestant culture in the 

eighteenth century, as a trans-Atlantic phenomenon that eventually 

fostered the predominant religious culture of the Atlantic world.  
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