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SUMMARY: Since WWII, Japanese Americans (JAs) have been 

generally praised for rising up from being plantation laborers to 

respected professionals, despite the many hardships they faced in 

white-dominant American society.  However, recent scholarship, 

especially infl uenced by the theory of settler colonialism, argues 

for the need to reevaluate the “success” of JA history.  The history 

of JAs in Hawaiʻi needs to be understood in relation to the US 

project of expanding its political and economic powers in the 

Pacifi c.  What did JAs do and how did they identify themselves in 

relation to other ethnic minorities and white settlers?  To provide 

a more diverse perspective on JA history, this paper focuses on 

the life of a relatively unknown businessman, Watson Yoshimoto. 

I show how his life can be understood from the perspective of 

ongoing American domination of Hawai‘i and JAs’ involvement 

in its structure.  JAs like Yoshimoto willingly embraced the value 

of American presence and power in the Pacific, so to assimilate 

themselves into “mainstream” American society.



4

A Japanese American Pursuit for an “Americanness” in Post-WWII Hawaiʻi   

20

1

2

1970

3

4

5

6

7

8



Eri Kato

5

Japanese American Citizens League-

Honolulu
9

12 2
10

11

1990



6

A Japanese American Pursuit for an “Americanness” in Post-WWII Hawaiʻi   

12



Eri Kato

7

1909 6 6

1907

13

1920

14

15

1

1930

16

1 1925 14

17



8

A Japanese American Pursuit for an “Americanness” in Post-WWII Hawaiʻi   

18

2

19

Chicago Technical College

R

Russell R. Ames Construction Company 1933

W

S W.S. Ching Construction W S

Wo Fat Chop Suey

Kalaupapa

Kapaa

1940

Oahu Construction Company

20



Eri Kato

9

1941 12 7

21

1
22

23
32

24 25

26

27



10

A Japanese American Pursuit for an “Americanness” in Post-WWII Hawaiʻi   

80％ 28

29

30

1960

31

32

1950



Eri Kato

11

33

GI

1954
34

something more than the island culture
35

36
1

37

1954

General 

Contractors Association GCA GCA



12

A Japanese American Pursuit for an “Americanness” in Post-WWII Hawaiʻi   

The 

Associated General Contractors of America 1932

GCA

1955

Pali Highway
38

20

39

1960

Star-Bulletin Honolulu Advertiser

1963 W. T.

W. T. Yoshimoto Corporation

4

1987 W. T.

25

Hawaii Business

1
40



Eri Kato

13

41

1950

local hunting



14

A Japanese American Pursuit for an “Americanness” in Post-WWII Hawaiʻi   

1958

1958 1

1 Honolulu Advertiser
42

図 1： Honolulu Advertiser, 

January 6, 1958.
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図 2： Honolulu Advertiser, 

March 28, 1958.
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