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SUMMARY: Since WWII, Japanese Americans (JAs) have been
generally praised for rising up from being plantation laborers to
respected professionals, despite the many hardships they faced in
white-dominant American society. However, recent scholarship,
especially influenced by the theory of settler colonialism, argues
for the need to reevaluate the “success” of JA history. The history
of JAs in Hawai‘i needs to be understood in relation to the US
project of expanding its political and economic powers in the
Pacific. What did JAs do and how did they identify themselves in
relation to other ethnic minorities and white settlers? To provide
a more diverse perspective on JA history, this paper focuses on
the life of a relatively unknown businessman, Watson Yoshimoto.
I show how his life can be understood from the perspective of
ongoing American domination of Hawai‘i and JAs’ involvement
in its structure. JAs like Yoshimoto willingly embraced the value
of American presence and power in the Pacific, so to assimilate
themselves into “mainstream” American society.

* g HiF Graduate Student, Graduate School of Arts and Science, The University of Tokyo,
Tokyo, Japan.
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Taking part in the safari were, lt-udlu from left, Bill Morkel, guide, W. ':I'
Y¥eshimiote, Bernard Thom, lh-s. Yoshimoto, John Lawisnce, guide, and
hul.lu Dr. Mnm Hayashi. A

Honolulans End Successful Safari
ERLMARZ BdBBB.y- tari  comploted, members  celled our wxpocutions snd

safarl is reporfed by- m of the huntling party will everythng wa. well sup-
group of islanders who are separate and complete their lled

& = P .
now readjusting themselves travels on their own, re-

to civilization In Nalrobi, furning to the islands on dif- “Our outlitters. The White
Kenya, after having been in feent dates. Hunters (Africa) Lid, pro-
the bush for 40 days. - & = vided us with two of the best

In the group are Mr. and Mrs, Y werites, 1 hunters, Bill
Mrs. Ber- “The safari was interesting  Morkel and Jehn Lawrence.

nard Thom and Dr. Masao and enjoyable with never a  Both are excellent, experi-
Hayashi. They left Honolulu dull day. The food was ex- enbed hunters who have tak-
early this year. With the ss= cellent, comfort in camp ex- _en out hunfers from almost

———— = every country of the world,

200 I NVT N ERICY T 7 ) &z T2 ) (Honolulu Advertiser,
March 28, 1958.)
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