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SUMMARY: On 2 January 1945, the Japanese Americans who were
uprooted and interned were allowed to return to the West Coast. They
left the internment camps that had been Japanese American communi-
ties for a multiracial society.

Little Tokyo in Los Angeles had not only been a Japanese American
enclave but had been a residential area for low income groups since the
prewar period as well. It had also been a multiethnic and multi-racial
neighborhood. During World War , African Americans moved from
the South into Little Tokyo after Japanese Americans were forced into
internment camps and they transformed Little Tokyo into “Bronzeville.”
In response to the sudden increase of African American residents, “Pil-
grim House” was organized in September 1943 in order to help them.
“Pilgrim House” tried to create a favorable atmosphere for returning
Japanese Americans and to prevent the returnees and African Ameri-
cans from clashing.

The purpose of this study is to discuss—through an analysis of the
activities of “Pilgrim House”—how Japanese Americans built relation-
ships with their African American neighbors and how their view of
their neighbors influenced their relationships.

* Lecturer, Japan Women’s University, Tokyo, Japan.
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