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SUMMARY: Though there is no quarrel that the era of the civil
rights movement is one of the most defining moments in American
history, little has been written—notably, by Japanese historians—on
the historiography of the American South’s Second Reconstruction.
Filling in this scholarly void, this article describes how historians,
scholars in other disciplines, journalists, and nonfiction writers have
told the histories of the civil rights movement, and it identifies some
of the most influential writers who have defined and redefined the
movement’s days. In so doing, the article also points out some in-
adequate aspects that the civil rights histories have so far manifested—
namely, the general lack of investigating the movement through the
eyes of the defiant white South, the oftentimes blindly followed norm
that the movement itself and its leaders were always flawless and
morally righteous, and the precarious interpretations as to when the
movement began and, if ever, ended.
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