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CHALLENGES FACING JOURNALISM/MASS
COMMUNICATIONS EDUCATION IN THE UNITED
STATES TODAY*

Maurine H. Beasley,Ph.D.
Professor of Journalism
University of Maryland, U.S.A.

INTRODUCTION

Journalism/mass communication education in the United States faces
numerous challenges as it moves into the twenty-first century.
Journalism/mass communications programs have been in existence for
much of the twentieth century in numerous universities and even had
their origins in a few institutions before 1900. Nevertheless, they have had
a difficult time gaining full acceptance in either the academic or
professional communities with which they are allied.

In the last decade some programs have been merged into
communications units or eliminated at major universities. Three notable
examples: The University of Michigan at Ann Arbor eliminated its
professional journalism program; Ohio State University, which has the
largest single university campus in the United States, consolidated its
journalism and communications offerings; the University of Maryland at
College Park phased out its advertising curriculum and transferred its
public relations program (ranked as the best in the nation at the graduate
level) from its college of journalism to its communications department. At
other institutions including lowa State University, the University of
Arizona and the University of Western Ontario in Canada, journalism

*This is the summary of Dr. Maurine H. Beasley’s special lecture given to the
Dept.of Journalism students at Sophia University in Tokyo, Japan on July 13, 2000.
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