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The Gosene Church and Kuku People:
The Transformation and Current Situation
of Christianity in Juba, South Sudan
By Yuko Tobinai

Abstract: The Kuku people, originally from Kajo-keji county at the
Uganda-South Sudan border, welcomed Christian missionaries around the
early twentieth century. In repeating the move later, they came to be
considered as 'people who love God'. They established a prayer area and
the Gosene Church, which is one of the Episcopal churches in Juba, the
capital city of the young nation, South Sudan. The Gosene Church has
now become the 'Church of Kuku'.

In the wake of changes in recent times, the style of worship has also
undergone changes, in that the members of the church have become
conscious of the role of the church as not only the 'Church of Kuku' but
also the 'Church of South Sudan, Juba'.

Many studies discuss Christianity in South Sudan in terms of civil
wars and modernization. Few explore diversity of Christians in South
Sudan and what kind of Christians emerged as a result. This thesis reveals
the features and transformation process of Christianity in South Sudan.

Keywords: South Sudan, Kuku people, Christianity, Ethnicity, Gosene
Church, Revival Movement, Migration.
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