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Intersection of the Local and Global: Meaning Construction Process
in Iwaishima Island Anti-nuclear Movement.

Yousuke Tatsuno

Abstract : Recently, anti-nuclear movement is being noticed as one form of transnational social
movement. The purpose of this article is to analyze how social movement groups construct the
meanings of transnational and local, and in doing so clarify the interaction between those two
levels.

Social movement processes include the “meaning construction process”. This is defined as being
the manner in which participants of the movement understand and interpret their own actions and
also the target of their activities. This article highlights the meaning construction processes of the
anti-nuclear movement in Iwaishima Island. In order to do so, we investigate data of the history of
aforementioned movement, as well as the inter-play among the participants of the social movement
process. In addition, we look into the daily-life of Iwaishima islanders and the experience of
participants.

Then, we clarify the meaning attribution process of the two levels, and delineate the conditions

under which the transnational meanings become accepted by the local social movement.

Keywords : Social movement theory, Cultural approach of Social movement, Meaning theory,

Collective identity theory, Transnational social movement.
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