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The Concept of “Queer” in Social Space:
An Analysis Based on Activities
in a Community Center
By Takashi Yoshinaka

Abstract: This paper looks at the concept, meaning, and significance of
“queer”, especially in the social activities/movements of sexual minorities
in Japan. There exists the image that the concept of “queer”, with its aims
of interrogation and destabilization, seeks to criticize or restrain the
“movement” which makes use of identity politics and (strategic)
essentialism for its development. Nevertheless, while movements based
on identity continue to exist, it also can be said that “queer” as a concept
differs from the universalizing as well as strategically essentialist theories
that Gayatri Spivak describes, and rather seeks to privilege the
(de)construction of socially recognized essentialisms.

Through analyzing activities in a community center, it can be thought
that the cause of the dichotomy above is the prevalence of the concept of
toujisha (“the people concerned”—in this case, the sexual minorities
themselves). Although easy to understand, the narratives of toujisha can
also be criticized from the point of view of anti-assimilation, as well as
remain hidden in a society dominated by non-toujisha. However, the
continuity and inconsistencies that exist between the positions of non-
toujisha and toujisha, as well as the non-continuity between toujisha and
identity politics can also be observed when the toujisha relate their
sexual stories to non-toujisha. The concept of toujisha has no ostensible
concern with identity politics, yet the telling of stories conducted by the
toujisha also seems to consolidate the toujisha as a category.
Storytelling as such exposes the inherent inconsistencies that exist
between toujisha, non-toujisha and identity politics, and thus has the
potential to act as a “queer” space.
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