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This study focuses on Japan-Argentine relations during the
reconstruction period after the Second World War. These relations were
very important, but they have been largely overlooked in Japan.
Argentina was one of the most prosperous countries during the postwar
period and provided the various kinds of assistance to Europe and Asia.
Above all Argentina contributed greatly to mitigation of the food crises
at that time, offering provisions especially to Europe and Asia,
including Japan. In addition to food, Japan received various other
forms of support from Argentina in the postwar reconstruction process,
and that played an important role in reestablishing diplomatic
relations between the two countries.

This study divides Japan-Argentine relations during the postwar
reconstruction period into the following three stages. The first stage is
the period of Argentine assistance to Japan’s reconstruction, and its
acceptance of relatives of Japanese immigrants in Argentina by the
Argentine Government. The second stage includes the conclusion and
ratification of the San Francisco Peace Treaty, the reestablishment of
Japan-Argentine diplomatic relations, and Japan’s admission to the
United Nations. The third stage focuses on the process of the
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development of diplomatic relations between the two countries through
the visit of President Frondizi as the first visit of an Argentine
president to Japan. This visit brought about the conclusion of various
diplomatic treaties, notably the Immigration Treaty. Furthermore a
return visit by the Japanese Crown Prince and Princess, the first visit
by members of the Imperial Family to Argentina, contributed
significantly to improving the image of Japan as a country with a long
history and tradition that was newly reborn after the war.

Japan-Argentine relations are studied through analysis of the
articles of the main Argentine newspapers, as well as official
government documents and other materials. As the main Argentine
newspapers, La Prensa and La Nacién are chosen because of their long
history of publication and the high esteem in which their reports are
held. By analyzing the articles of these newspapers, the process of the
development relations can be traced not only from official diplomatic
aspects but also from the images and perceptions of Japan among
Argentines. The latter are important elements of influence on the
diplomatic relations which are traced in this study.
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